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DEFENCE OF DH. GOULD, 
BY THE SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL. 



TO THE SONOItS m YBJBm Ot TEE DUDLEY OBSERTATOST. 

Fellow Oitizbhs : 

The nudoraigned vho addresB yoit were nome^ aa the 
ScisnlaSo Oouncil of tlie Dodlof ObsBmitoTj, at a meeting 
of the friends of tlie Obaervatorj, in irliich. certain mem- - 
!>ers of tlie Trustees took part in Sentemberj 1855. Bv the 
use of our nameSj and under the pledge of our maiiageineDt of 
the scientific conocrna of tho Observatory, the largo donation 
of Mrs. Dudley, as well as many smaller ones, waa procured. 
Thh [m.-itioii sivcs us a riylit, tliererore, to address you. and 
wc iioiv wi.sii a heal ing in regard lo ilie cbar^es preferred by 
tbo Prcsidout of the TruBtoes of tlio Ulisorratory. Hr. Oloott, 
(gainst the Director, Dr; B. A. Gould, Jr. 

1. Oitauilile Reatoiu. — The oateDBtble reasons assigned 
by Mr. Olcott and the Trasteea voting Tnth bim. for their 
late aatonisbing course of procedure m roL^ard to the aOhirs 
ol' the ("lljsei-valory, are the 

csty, peculiarity of temper, aiul irm niiuiiii'. ; i:i miirr iT.'in'i'i...| 
of Dr. Gould for tbo position in wiueli be was placed. Eem? 
informed bj the Trostees that di^cnlties existed botwceii 
them and Dr. Gould, -wo hastened to this citj. m accordance 
villi a proTions arrangemeiit, although at a time vhen it itoh 
eraieedingly InoonTenient for ns to leave home, and pressipg 
duties relative to our respective offices demanded our atten- 
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tioD. Wo came with the detormi nation rigorously to examine 
into the state of aSaira, to aacerfain how much uf error might 
be due to each party, and to suggest rules for tlie govern- 
ment of both in their subsequent intcrcourae. We came; not as 
partisans to uphold Dr. Gould in what we might coniiidcr the 
wrong, but as men hating a Eolemn duty to disclmrgo towards 
Uie commonity, aQuons to provcnt the dissipation of a noble 
bequest, aosione to avert the disgrace to the city of Albany, 
to onraelveB, to onr fdends in the Board, ■whiah ironld result 
from an open and nnoooiproaiising rupture between our asso- 
ciate and the Board of Trnstees. We therefore reBpeDtfdlj 
requested of the Board a statement of the ^ffioolties of 
which they complained. We also made a similar reqnest of 
Dr. Gould. 

By the Trustees, howerer, we were aci»ffied of an nnvar- 
rautable assumption of power. The; lefiiaed to famish na 
with any facts or to hold any intenjonrso with us unless we 
would sanction the immediate romoval of Dr. Gould. They 
gare him uo opportunity to defend himself. Tlioy refused to 
allow tlie mea to he iuvostigiitcd, and their President prema- 
tnrely published charges ag.iingt J)r. CoM. bo lilally afTeet- 
ing hia character ihat, i^nL's^ ^Ll'-liLEilijloi by ll.o ejearest 
evidence, tliey must lie ciHi^idiTcii ■■'.-^ I ho n-sull, u[' :•. inaliuiona 
determination to destroy, if possible, his reputation s,s a, man 
of sdenoe and a man of honor, and to do him a wiJfnl and 
egregions wrong. 

After the publication of this afltomshing document we 
again requested the President of the TruBteea to furnish us 
the evidontc oti which these aasertions were founded. This 
he refused (.0 do, and, in answer to our respectful and repeat- 
ed solicitations, they cooBommated their acta of arbitrary 
power by assuming to dismiss ua as the Sdentiflo Coonoil of 
the Dndlej Ohservatoi]'. After tins last aot we can exert no 
infloenoe on the Trustees, bnt we now feel that we owe it as 
a dntf to Dr. Oonld and to ouiselves, hia aasodates, to 
defbnd him agi^Dst the mfjost charges which bare been 
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made sf^aiost Iiiin. We hava m&de the oxamiaation necesraiy 
to this, and have come deliberstelj to the conclaeioa — fb&t 
the Troatees, inatead of being afihmted by a desire to advance 

astronomical science, have sought merely tlie advancement of 

Tlioy have no idea of an Ub-ui-vuiory -iicli tlicir liigh- 
Bounding words to ns and to the publiu would imply, and they 
have Booght by constant and huassing bterfereace to im- 
pede the resnltB of the generouB devotion of Dr. Ooidd, and, 
though they have made no provision &yc his Bupport,. they 
now accuse him of tardinesa for not having dooe more than 
almost any individual in a similar position has ever done 
under tlie most favorable cironmstanccs. We ahall diaonsa 
tiie several charges made ^inst Dr. Goold, and leave the 
inferences to tiie jndgement of candid men, who will decide 
whether Qa Tmtees oi the Director are most worthy of 
their office. 

Our examination has so convinced iia of the itriovoua iniiia. 
tioe done to our colleague, that we have catitled our state- 
ment ft " defence." The LTcat difficulty of the case ia that 



must occupy considerable space. On the oUier hand we 
have the encouragement tiiat, with, all tLe labor and pams 
taken bv the President Qf the Board, he has not Bucoeedod in 
maJung a single point of aoaseqnence. i^amst Dr. Gould. It 
is, indeed, unnsnal for a man to come out of such an ordeal 
nnscathed, as Dr. Oonld has, from the ezaminadon which we 
have institnted npon the studied and elaborate paper of Mr. 
Olcott. 

It is not necesaary to follow Mr. Olcott throngh his history 
of the Observatory, as it consists of statements which, thoi^ 
combined to suit his partionlar views, and therefore not 
strictly accurate, contain no charges ^inst Dr. Gould. 

Still it may be well to follow his eitraordinary oommimi- 



6 

cation,* adopted ij &o Board, in. the order of his charges, 
sneers sad innnendoes, and to oonaidet these one bj one, — 
with the exception of suttdry loose statementB and inaccn- 
rafe aFsnrfinns, of wliich we irill speak iu their aggregate. 
And ivL- n-ill hc/ta ititli lliese. 

2. Lousi: 5((!(nfii;i(s.— It acema hardlj worth while to notice 
the niimeroiia email inaccuracies of Mr. Olcott's statement, 
except as tending to shoir the looseoeas and disregard of 
precision with which it has been made np. 

For example — the prompt guaranty of Hon. J. T. L. 
Pruyii, which induced the Superintendent of the Coast Survey 
to make his offer in 1K55, is omitted. Dr. Qeuld was wged 
by the Trustees to go to Europe, instead of offering, as ilr. 
Olcott states. Dr. Gould was not authorized to purchase 
barometers and thermometers, and the mention of such triTial 
inatrnments in connection with the great moridian-drcto, 
shows a lamentable want of the discrimination which candor 
and knowledge giro. Dr. Gould's ezpemes in Europe were only 
tn part borne by the ObserTatory ; fhey amonnted to orer 
11500, of which he generously declined the reimbursement of 
more than half. Dr. Gould slated at llie meeting at Mrs, 
Dudley's, (the donors and otlu r ■' IVi. r.a- .)f tha enterprise" 
met in those days at Mr;, DiulL'v'!: Iu liLur of progress and 
to give advice,) that he had uoiiuliidcd to uicard the construc- 
tion of, the heliometei to Mr. Spencer, and the final arrange- 
ments with Hr. Spencer were made by Mr. Olcott himself, 
after consnlUng Mrs. Dudley, and presentmg for her selection 
eatiraates of instruments of sereral different aizeii and prices, 
Witli mach liberality and good judgement alio selected the 
largest. 

Dr, Gould not only purchased no barometers or tbermome- 
tera abi oad, but he placed none in charge of Mr. Gavit. Mr, 
Gavit, who subsequently made these small purchases, having 
found it iinpraoticablo to obtain authority to carry the instra- 
ments in the original packages, unopened, acrossEngldnd, was 
obliged to intrast them to the express, and some of them, 

• See Apfeoilx A. 
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irere biokeD. We cannot hold Dr. Gonld responsible for 
any part of this, nor for the non-reoomf of tiie insnranoe, 
wliioh beaineas clearly belonga to the financial agent of the 
Trosteea, to vhom Dr. Gonld more than once addrcEsed a 
reminder on thia verj snttject. We most exonerate Mr. G arit 
from lilame in the matter of tranaportation ; and the whole 
Bet of instnunenls having, as we are informed, coat but tlSO, 
and only a part of them haTing been ipjnred, the matter , is 
not probably one of tnnoli oonBequenoe. Of vhaterer conBe- 
qnance, Dr. Gould hod no part In it. 

After speaking of Dr. Gould's removal to Albany,. Ur. 
Olcott refers to an application from him " in Febmary last, 
for a new dome." The letters of Dr. Goald (which were in 
January, not February) show tbat no sach application was * 
made — Dr. Gould merely inclosing a report of the architect, 
with hia own remarks, submitting the question for decision 
"whether another dome oi^ht to bo provided at the preacnt 
time," and Bhowing how the existing stmcbire can be ren- 
dered safe for preaent nae. It wiQ be reaoUaeted that this 
dome was constructed long before Dr. Gould had aiqr con- 
nection whatever with the Dadl^ Observatory. Anew dme, 
instead of coating " several thouaand dollars," as asBected 
by ULc. Oloott, waa estimated by the architect at the price of 
11800. 

Neither the cstiinates of Dr. Gould for mounting the 
instrumenfs, nor hia demands upon the Trosteea, esceeded 
I3S00, as alleged hj Mr. Olcott. The estimates anbseqnent 
to January 21, were reqneated by the Trustees, and, as will 
be subsequently shown, did not reach an amotint in any way 
compariible with this aum. The details of them we give in 
the proper place. 

There are otlicr amall mattera wliioli, in padsLii?. it mav bo 
well to iiolku, Rueh as these : — 

That the pledge of Prof. Bache, to provide a transit for 
time from the Ooaat Survey iastruments, is one which has loi^ 
been redeemed; tbat the instrument waa mounted in April, 
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and lias been in nae on every clear night since that time; 
that no observer for the. holiODietor is jot needed, inaBmDoh 
S3 the instrament has not been finished, and, of course, has 
fomiBhed no obaerTations to "belong jointly tu the Obaerva- 
torf and Coast Survc;, and to be pnbliahed hj either." 

There are maoj allegations which, as intended to show 
tbat Dr. Gould'a lecommeodations vere wanting in good 
jadgement, may deBerve a paBtdng notice : — 

Tliat }St. Spencer's rojags to Bnrope leanlted in no great 
addition to the stock of his previous information- — or, in 
other worda, that his carefal study of the great heliomcter 
at Oxford, and of the instrumeutal workshops and optical 
institutions of France anH (ierinany added nnthiug to his 
, previous information — is a proposition whioli only needs to 
bo cleorlj stated, to show its neoeHsary fallaciousness. That 
the rejected stone from Lockport was one which might 
properly have been accepted, is a statement simply untrue, 
and one which will bo rofated by every astronomer who will 
examine tlie bloclc. That tba ebronographa and cloclca were 
ordered before they were wanted, and cost too mnoh, is on 
aasertiou which contrasts curiously with Mr. Olcott'a insinua- 
tion of blame to Dr. Gould, because one of them "by some 
unacooun table delay haa not yet arrived." The prices pwd 
we consider extremely low for the apparatus received. If it 
. be tmo, as it wonid be natural to anticipate, that oonaidera- 
-1)le snnia have been Uat in ezporiment, the generooB >eal of 
- ID-. Farmer, the gifted mechanioiau, haa certainly prevonted 
such loss from felling upon the Observatory. 

There are numerous other similar aliegalions wliich will be 
considered in their regular order. 

3. Precmoit and Exactness. — In the midst of the praise 
a^Mrded to Dr. Gould for his promptness and energy, and the 
.rqoicuig over the ceremonies of Uie iiiauguration in.Anguslj 
' 18E6, is the unmeritBd fling at his " precision and transcen- 
' dental esaotness." Sqiarated from their rhetorical show, the 
two paragraphs which we are now noticing prove that Ur. 
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Olcott did not at- all underBtand what was meant by the 
terms "origmal" and "iu advance of other inslituUona. aS 
applied to an astronomical observatory, or be would hardly 
venture to blame any amount of precision or esactncas. — 
the ODly qaalities which distinguish tlie great practical as- 
tronomer from an ordinary observer. The fccientifio Council 
certainlj ehared in tho deluBiooa of these times, if delusionB 
Qiey vere. The lepresenlatioiis of Mr. Olcott and Dr. Anna- 
bf, and of oQier co-ttnateei^ so often expreesed, had induced 
them to beliere that the Traatees desired to have an Obsorvn- 
tory dcsorTing to be oonaidered a national institution, and 
that funda would not be wanting for such a [iLn pose. Tliey 
were called upon to take part in no ordinary or loual ui^ti. 
tutiOQ, but in a Great National Obaotvatory. and it was to 
snch an establishment tbat thej promiaea to aevoie ineir Lime 
and labors as a Directing OomioiL It vraa to snch an ob^ 
serratory that Mrs. Dudley, on tJie pledge of their names, and 
the assurance that they would undertake its acientiGc direc- 
tion, made her great donatiou. If tlie contributions have 
foOen short of the espcotations of tlic Trustees, or by "w^ste- 
fid eapenditure" bave been diminished below the point where 
the ezpectatiana then entertained can be lealizedj ve Bobmit 
that neither Dr. Gonld's "preciaion^' nor " txanacendental 
oxaotneea" ia reaponaible. For aarselTes, ire declare that 
we never would have taken the poat of Gonncillors of an 
obaervatory, of vbioh we had not sapposed the Tmateea im- 
baed in the fullest and most complete sense with tlie idea that 
originality, precision and progress were to be tho watchwords. 

Tliat the quarries of Lockporl could not fuinish the rcqui- 
aite supply of stone for the piers of the meridian-circle is a 
gratuitous assertion of Mr. Olcott; but tliat the stone, eent 
from thence by the person with whom the Bseoutive Oom- 
mittee made Ihe contract, was miGt for its purpose, is a &ct 
which we bare Terdfied by a dose iospeetion. To monnt this 
splendid meridian-urole open a stone having any defect what< 
OTer, woold be to expose the results to error and to the 
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Bnspicion ol error, — to place a costly etriioturo npon an inade- 
quate louuilation. Better not mount tlie instiumcnt iit all. 
It was merely squonderiuir luuu^ to pHrclmse it at all, if it 
was to be mounted thus. Its precision and exactness would 
be thrown away, if a defective stone supported it. 

The qnesboit of tiie pafiuent for tids caademned atone is 
again one of those belonging not to Dr. Gonid, but to the 
Trnstoca. and espceiftllv to the Excoutivo Oommitteo. Dr. 
Goula s expressions of recrret (which we haye seeii ia Iiis 
correspondence) at tne cost, are adopted by the Council. 

It will Qaruiy itu cuuaiiteruu aa just, in relating the history 
of the Observatorjr, to adopt tiie rhetocfcal flourish of JSt. 
Olcott, in regard to giving " a place on die earUi to our [the 
Tmateea'] oaatle in the air." General Tan Beneeelaer had 
given tiio ground for an observatory ; Mrs. Dudley had oon- 
triboted some 12^,000 to the institution; and by Tarians 
contributions a building lad been erected, although without 
instruments or the necessary equipments of an astronomical 
oljservLilury. It iv^^ in this condition of things, and when 
hopes of Kui.'i;(;-;< in iii-j^aiii;.ing the institution had almost been 

abandoned, that the arrangement in regard to the Scientific 
Oonooil was entered npon. On the faith of this arrangement 
with UB, by which we jiecame the Directing Oomicll of the 
Observatory, Mrs. Dndloy made her great dooation of t60,000, 
and a new era was inaugurated with the imposing ceremonies 
of August, 18SG. This, with the frequent a£rfnL^i.[ici;^ of 
the Trustees, left do doubt in oar miuda that ilic ^cientilic 
concerns of the Obaervatory were under our control and 
direction. We looked to a permanent oonneetion, baaed upon 
itj with the lidng ibstitntion. 

(o.) The Tngetiou* Crane. — The apparatus for placing the 
great piera by which the mer!dtui.oircle is supported, we con- 
sider aa being at once ingenious, economical and well con- 
tnved. The snooesa with whioh it baa acoompliahed its wo^ 
is the best demonatration of ita excellence. Stonea we^ng 
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over Beren tons each were to be bron^i into place with a 
d^ee of acontaoy with wMoh aa ordtaarf maaon oonld not 
lay eron a briclt or corner stone. To talk of placing them 

properlj- without aome sncli apparatiig, h to utter ridiculons 
absurdity; and Ihia case well illustrates the many pi-actioal 
dilBcuItiea with whieh Dr. Gould Iiaa had to contend, in Ilia 
snooessful efforts to grapple with the diffionlt problem of 
mounting an ingtmment of enoh nnozampled m^itade and 
delioaoj. The only comparable operation is the woll-knowa 
one of the great Tranait-eirole of the Greenwich Observator]', 
It may be that masana ofibred to place the Btonea in position 
for one-qnarter the cost of the machine. In so doing, they 
showed an ignorance of the difficnity of the problem; an 
ignoranee perfectly excusable in them, although its adoption 
13 not excusable in Mr. Olcott. 

(/i.) Tho Dome.—Thn domu of the Observatory was built 
by direction of tlie Trustees in 1852, long before Dr. Gould 
or tuiy of tho Coancil had any connection with the Dudley 
Observatory. Not only is Dr. Gould not responsible for its 
inadequacies and imperfections, bnt his efforts to remedy 
tliem liavo been unremitting. It unfortunately resembles that 
of " tlio great Imporial Observatory of Russia " only in some 
oharactoristica of external form. Tho snggestion that Mr. 
Hodfiins — tlie sliilfiil ardiitectto whose ingenuity the happy 
idea (if using licxU>lo iron sliutterR is due — ivouhi make i3csigus 
ii'iTSpectivc of wh.U an ardillcct was untitled to assume as 
the strenglli of sueli a siriieluro, carries its own refutation with 
it. The dome proved incapable not only of supporting Ijie 
shnttwfl, but even of properly supporting its own veight, so 
soon as tho tinning which covered the meridian-aperture was 
removed. 

(t.) JViii^'n ^;ri/,^ Ihi^/.Iii^^'. — Thc niarliidfry for open- 
in and closing the slmtlci-.j (if ll>e \:i:i<^-i is, in our judgetneut, 
an elegant and important, contribution to ob senate ry-arclii- 
tectnre. It is highly successful, and the admiration of all 
who examine it. K Dr. Gould aimed, as Mr. Olcott snoei^ 



Digilized by Google 



12 

ingly tountB him with doinp;, " at something bDjond the 
magnificence of the rojal institutions of Europe," he would 
onlj have followed the directiona nniformlj given and the 
TOqueets continually urged. But the taunt is undeserved and 
barmleas. What the price of the nacbinerf aaj have beea 
ire do not know, nor does he. We onlj know tliat the con- 
tracts wore made hj Mr. Olcott or Dr. Armsby on the one 
hand, and fulfilled by a Trustee of the Observatory on the 
Other ; lhat the plans were judicious, elegant, ingcnioug and 
highly oonnnondable. The closing remark, in which rofcronco 
is again made to the dome, is not only ungenerous, but highly 
improper; for Mt. Ulcott must well remember llie eneiiurage- 
mcnts which were held out to the Seientilic Council, that the 
now equatorial, nearly completed for Hamilton Collego, would 
in all probEtbilttj be used at the Dudley Obserrafoty until itB 
hire eihonld tnipply the means for the pnrehase of a traoait- 
instrument to 090 with it at the institution for wliich it was 
coDBtruoted. There are certain points in this oonnootion 
which may, we trust, be fully made public on some future 

(d.) Chroaographt and Clocks. — To this topic we have 
already alkded under the head of " Loose Statements," and 
we shall consider it again in det^L 

(e.) Thu DmUing-Hmae. — At the instance of MesEira. 
Armsby and Olcott, Dr. Gonld ondertook to have the phlna 
for !!, iKi elliiig drawn under his supervision at Boston. These 
plana cnntomplafed an unpretending wooden building, in a 
less prominent and i\:'m: uppropriale position than the present 

Jies^^rs. Olcott and Armsby, who aKo sclrcted a nciv site, 
OBOupying a position wliieh neither Dr. Gould nor ourselves 
would have advised. Dr. Oould ibforms us that the new plan 
was not " submitted to liim, and disonsscd room by room," as 
Mr. Olcott asserts, ^ad Dr. Gonld, under the oiroomstanoes, 
oomplidned of these changes, it wouldnot have been onnatnral ; 
but we find no evidence that lie baa done so. On the other 
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hand — tliOT^h the present dwolling does not posaeas the 
advantages of Mb plan, has probably cost at least twioe wlat 
it should have done, anil h bj no means a specimen of tJiOTOUgh 
vorkmansbip — he haa not busied himself with an; considera- 
tions of personal comfort, bat has struggled to maiotain and 
promote the welfare of tbe Observatory through difficnltiea 4 
wid obstacles almost appalling, concentrating his attention 
npon this one great ol^ject alone. 

(/.) Vie midy Conearrenee in eU Au Sekaut. — The earn- 
estness which Mr. Olcott nuraifests, in hia statement, to exon- 
erate everybodj excepting Dr. Gould, ia almost fimasing. In 
this connection we beg to qnote ftom Dr. Gould's report to 
ve of December, 18S1, previona to his removal to Albany. 

mm Dr. CI nm Btpnt la Oi BetmlUi Onncll, Itn, See. n. 

"la aSnciing to these ^fBooItiei, I de^ onlj to lite ^ndi asW,m- 
tratiTa of the slate af iKire and oonsliiDt emWrosEmont (dnoe my first 
eonaeeldDa witli tbe Obsemtocj. With every expreseioD of eonfidenoe 
and ragnril oti tlie (>nrt of Iho Eieoulivn Coidinillcp, and a iiiH ivGmM 
on m; (mn part in Ihc ozcolbncc of thai inlcntionf, I have liniiid it 
thron^oat imposaiblo lo prevent continoal initrferenee, loading alike to 
yerj higp and ODlirel; UDaecessarj oatlaj, and to rasnlls at viriUM niQi 
mj taale and jadgomeDt. M; complainlBhaTe alvafsbeanmetiD 0D« and 
the HUne naj, viz.: nith aBaurancea of reclituds of motive, pmnisM of 
fatiUB nm^DtarfbreQce, and appeals lo mj forbearance, ae requisite alike 
fer the protai^tiaa of llie innocent coHeagua [Mr. Olcoltj . and for the wel- 
fare of (he institution. From jou and m; most liidinntG friend:^ I liave 
not for tiie past year aoncealad this statu of sffiits ; from the world I have 
done so, proEbning to endure persond annoyance and incur danger of 
nndesorved oenme, nlhei than to lake tbe only step irhioh could proleet ' 
mjed^ fanoa ttia weald andanger the intereata of Uie Observaloty. 

" It could not be BDt[iiipated that a great work like the orgeniiatian (4 
BOch on insfitution as Vfo had in view, could bo carried to ife consumnm- 
lion withoul cmlarrassmcnls .iiid pcr.ional annoyances. All oonooracil 
must nalutally expect (ii l.i<:Lr hcjinc portiuii of Ibc lutden, looking for 
their reward to tbe brilliaot Gucces9 nUch should cronu their united aod 
haimanious aetion. 
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" or Iha donatiooa during lite jtn sa1iE«qiieat to the inangantion of 
~ tbe Ohnmlarj, I need not ^etk. All of tlis Siuantifio Conndl lided 
«i(h tli^ Iiost ezeitiDDt, and had niiitad in pled^Dg their nfnita&iiu 
Hut, ia otM the de^rsd endonmoDt coald be sccunid, tbe suocess of the 
Dodlo; Obserratorj tihoald equal llm bopoB and aDlicipstiaoB of ite most 
eangainc frii>nds. All, eiccpling mjsolf, Iiad joined villi the Eiocullve 
Coininlttce in soliritiog snd ndTOcnting the aid of ncaltb; citizens in 
various parte of the country, and the appals met with a liberal and gen- 

" Vl'uui fiiwi unii iiuori rouuivuu iiroTiuufi lu iiiu uommciiMmcnt of tho 

pruacnt iinu ai iniiiiiit^. j no aui nuow : iiui iiiiiu the iutinialiuDa of 

tJiQ EsiuiiiLivL! iJoiniiiKUKS. 1 aiiiii'uuniiii nni nniv that all has bcoo 
Oipendcd aa fast aa tecDiyeii. bat tnai tho dooabon of MiB. Dudlej 
towaide lue cndnnrnenc baa been encroached npon to sDme coiuiderable 
extent, and ii is ver; evideni inai bui smau hopes can leasonably be 
enteitBioBd oi any new donations, m iho proEeni state of finaDobl affiure 
(htonghont the land. ' ~ 

" The appiehente of eome eemtien of the |^ iriuoh have flotred 
into the toeagoiT of tho Otservaforj with such iiberahlT during iha last 
jaai, faaa smitinnallv rliftrof si^d inc : Ijub umlir (lip poculiiir relaiions I 

gentlemen to ivhoso cncrsv tbc iiKji^jitioii ot tbe iiQili;rt;!)ii!ii^ his bt'cu 
dao, and whose cierliuns to obtain llic funds L;ivo Ijctn sn untcoiitting. 
There is, however, an evident tendency to devote more sflontion to 
^ipearBUCeB than to realities, end I do not thinii that ibu imprtance of 
oblainiDg a proper endowment, before attempting to comraoace aotive 
openUong, has been gnffiiueDt^ felt. At ]B«Mat the Eieenlive Com- 
mittee eeem Bxtiemely derirona to eommenoe rut goon aa the dwalUng- 
honn is completed, — & plan irhieh Kema to me ill-adapted to ptomole 
the tme digni^ of the Observatoij, to vhoec efllabllshnient ve looked 
fonrard with so mneh ptide and oonBdenco. Tbcj take llic ground that 
onlil "reHBlta" ahaH have Been obtained, no farther conlriliutiona tan 
bo oipccted. Under these circumetabocs, it in my ilejiro to bo guided 

1 ■ ]■ ■ 1 ■ ■ , 1/ 1 

but impIkU uImi hy a[i|i|-i;licnBioiis as to pinlB essential to tlie proper 
performanco of (ho nork going on, aa regards its adaptation for lEtrono- 
mksal Dse, I urged npou the Eiecative Oommittee the importance of pec- 
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_ mitting tfas work to be guided b; one miad shoe. !Ebe; teadS; acceded 
tomjTiein; and so abonjjlj wel impened MiHi ijie impirtaniie of 
preTGDliog the mfcleaal; laviah nod iqjadidoas ezpendituras ef Dr. 
Aimibj, that^ Blthongli i^ipiested ta yoo are tnnice irith ovetvbdnuDg 
labora, I undarloDk the TeapenmUG^ and care uundant io (be entin 
obarge of the vork, and ma fimnaUj installed hj lbs BieentiTe Com- 
mittee ta OIiBotnr and alothed witb fbll ezeoaliTfl powais. I ma sssuied 
tbat no ontlay shonld be mada <n expenae inonirsd irithont mj appraral ; 
(jiat DO more .mens; dtoold be expended npon eitamal decoiatiooa 
nnSl eaaantiala ebonld bare been piorided Ibr ; and Qiat all peisons 
employed npon tba bnildbig abonld be insbrndod to name oidera from 

" At the same time a Kboml oHfcr of snlaiy vras modo mo, wticli I 
declined, preferring lo render wliatcvcr fcniccs might be in my power as 
a oontribution lowaida the great ead in view, — but Elipulatlng fi3 before 
tbat no labora oi eieitions of mine towards tbe completion and equip- 
meul ef tbeinsStulion ehonld be ooneideKd in tbe ligbt <£ an indiieet 
promiaa to take cbaige at tbe ObBerratory wbeu oompleted. Of oonrse 
I did not assnmo tbe cbarge of an; matters of finance, but nndettook Ibe 
direolorsbip of al! matters of constraction, execution and adminiatraJdoa, 
ondeaToring to inform mjEClf as well aa posaiblo of tho etate tS &e 
finances; and on two occasions tbe Treasnret politely Jiimished me, at my 
request, willi such information. I visited Albany oven more frequently 
than before, iim! i^ve ottenlion to matli^rs of detail, llul, to mj pain 

cnllj diEregaiJcd, and at eaeb succesEivc visit I found more numerous 
demonstrations that my direeturship was bnt nominal. Written diree- 
tiona wei« sob at lungfat, and tlia aame teDdanoioa aa before were mani- 
fiated, to an extent vUbIi letl nie no c^wc altema^ than to mrrender 
tbe TesponalnG^ wbich I bad aanuied. Sdf-Mepee^ and onwOlingDeGa 
to be aren the apparent an^iator many ebang^ repugnant to my 
taste, required tbia. And aa fbrtonatsly the diiee&ma brail tba Temus- 
fng tteps of orieidiSe iipportanee bad been already given by nte, my wiUi- 
drawal inrolTed no dercliclioa of dulj. I tbcrcfbro poon c«aMd to 
attempt tba exeri^Ba of any fiiiiLiiiuis of i1iri:4](<ii.!bi]>, np^rl from tbe jooa- 
eonlion of the purely Beicnl-ii ■Aic:.'.-. m pii.ii^sj. 

"Since tbia period tbe u. lii cn going on aa 

befbre, at a rate wbich may iiluioEt be cliaractcrizt'd ss inordinate, although 
the worit appeaiB to be performed, as a general tiling, in a very inferior 
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■tjh. With the ommmatuuiei BtCending the erentjoa of iLa dwelling- 
hoam, ga»jioiiae,&a., yon ue abetdf fiunilur anilnead nol nmptn- 
lalathem. I1i«jirillMmuilliutntMras.'* 

6. Dr. Qotd^t dday in coming to Albany. — Ta the oiigioal 
letteTB of &6 Scientific Conocil, August 8 and Angnet 11. 
185S, it was distinctly and QnequiTOcullj stated that " Vbs 
Observatory cannot bo creditably conducted for Icrh than 
(10,000 of annual outlay." AH tho pledfres of thn Scic-ntifin 
Council and the Director were based upon the condition of 
obtaining this amount of iacome ; and never did tbey swerve 
from Hub oondition until the finanoiai otibib oi uuu winur. 
la all this tnterrBl of tune, thererore, from Angoat, 1856, till 
the winter of 1858, Dr. Gould wae under no form of obl^a- 
tiontothe ObBervatory; nnd all that ho did for it during 
this period was a voluntary as well as a gratuitous contribu- 
tion to its success. To turn round upon him now, after this 
long-contiuaed and Bclf-saorilicing devotion fo tlioir cause; to 
make this tlio basis of charges in order to soreen thonisclvoa 
from the consequences of their owu wasteful ospenditures of 
money, — expenditures against which Dr. Gould had constantly 
protested; and to found upon it on additional aoousatioii 
beoaiiBB, in peifbet and entire oonfonnity with their contract, 
he waited till the obligation of action was imposed upon him 
by the n on- accomplishment of tho promised ffubsoriplion 
for the endowment, arc acts of iugratitude which require 
no opitliiil. 

There waa abundant reason for Dr. Gould's delay in com- 
ii^ to Albai^. He vas overwhelmed ivith business wMah 
h&d aconmidated in his reguliir Coast Survey duties, in oonse- ' 
qnance of the time which he liad gratuitously devoted to the 
Observatory, and investigations relative to tho Chilean cxpe. 
dition wliicli ho iiad previously undertaken. The endowment 
had not been completed and there was no provision made for 
the support of the Observatory. Under these conditions the 
Seientifio Oomioil did not think it proper to urge Mm imme- 
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diatelj to come to Alban;^, and indeed lie bed gireu no pledge 
that he woald pennanentlf accept the office of Director pie- 
vioos to the completion of t^e endomncnt; the 0QI7 preanmp- 

tion that lie would accept it after that condiiion had been 
fuHUIod. !ir".-^i! IVniu llio zeal iic had inaniftsled in tha cause, 
and llie time niid labor lio had devoted to devising and pro- 
cnring the instruments. It vaa not until the financial candi- 
tion of the country rendered it improbable that any more 
fnadB could be raised at tliat time, and tmtil after the difficd- 
ticB relative to Dr. Peters had occurred, tluit it was evidcntlj 
necessary that the egtahlishment should bo under the imme- 
diate charge of a resident Director. The ScientiBc Council, 
however, did not tliink it proper to make a fartlicr draft upon 
the generosity of Dr. Gould, by requesting him to assume the 
rosponsibititiea and difGculties of the position, and to make 
farther sacrifieeH in regard to it, while the prospect of com- 
pleting the endowment was so nnoertain. Ho generously, 
however, relieved them from this embarrassment by offering 
to remove to Albany and take charge of the nhole withont 
the prospect of any remnneration. Dr. Qould is, after Mrs. 
Dudley, the principal contributor, by the devotion of his time, 
his talent?, his tlioufrliti iind his labor; and to mate it a 
ground of eiiuipluint ajjaiiist him that lie did not sooner 
come to Albany, is not only unreasonable, but most nngcncr- 
ons uid unjust. 

6. AppHeatimfiranolherandarivalpoiUion, — This iden- 
tical charge was ni^d in the presence of Mr. Oloott, at his 
office, in December last, and Frofbssor Feirce then and there 
made a distinct statement of the fhcts of the ease, which 
were understood at the time to receive the nnqnalified appro- 
bation of Mr, Olcott. 

This was the statement: 

Souio time in the course of the previous year an informal 
and unojBcial letter had been written to each one of ourselves 
iodividually, in wfaiclt ve irere given to underatand that a 
piolbsBorship of Astronomy was likely to be established in 
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Oolambia College, New York, and inquiry was made as to 
whom wo could rccommsnd for this chair. Wc named various 
gentlemen, and, without any mutual oouimutiicaliuii or knowl- 
edge OQ tlie part of any one of us that the others had been 
conBultcd, each stated that he regarded Dr. Gould as the 
genfleman best qualified to fill the professorship. Frofeesor 
PbJtco went a step farther, and recommended that arrange- 
ments should be made b; which the professorship should be 
combined with the office of Director of the Dudley Obacrva- 
tory; and argued tbat this combination of officog, whii;h was 
common io Enropeaa institutions, would unite the two 
interests. When subsequently the office was actually estab- 
lished, there was no candidate recommended by those gentlo- 
men either for the astronomical or for the mathematical 
cbftir, and their intentions were pointing ia a totally different 
direction. 

Ja these steps Dr. Gonld had neither part nor knowlc^ ; 
he was in no way implicated; and no measures were taken to 
ascertain whether he would have accepted the professorship, 
bad he been inrited to assume it. 

A "rival institution" is here alluded to as if it were a 
rival main^factory or commercial firm, whereas it 13 mmply 
another institution for the promotion of astronomical sdence, 
which should compote generously with the Dndlej Obserratoty, 
not mal it, as in the oommenual sense of the pTerident. 

7. lie taer^ee of Dr. Feten. — TluB ia a delicate point, 
and one which we shoald onrselTes haTO hesitated to bring 
before the public. If in our exposition of the case we arc 
obl%ed to present facts which will not place Dr. Peters in a 
very enviable position, and circuiii.*l:ancca which may not be 
^ireeable to the President of tho Board, the result must be 
attributed to Mr. Olcott alone. 

According to Mr. Oloott, Dr. Peters "ia not a specionB, 
entertaining, pedantic theorist, abonuding in cQntrivanoea of 
a useless and visionary oharaoter," bat a ripe scholar, an 
accomplished astronomer," vho " can &thom with profound 
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nund the profoirader depths of soionoe." "A foroigner, a com- 
parative Btranger in. our midst, with but few frienda," " gifted 
but unpretending," ho " was driven from our city " by tlie 
" decree " of tho Seicntifio Council because he Tcnturcd to 
" presume on ibu liberties of manliood i:i this the land of his 
adoption." 

The view given by Mr. Olcott of the case of Dr. Peters ia 
Bnch OB actually to condemn tlie Board of Trustees, by whom 
what Mr. Olcott terms " the saorifice " ms made. IT Dr. 
Peters is such a mas as Mr. Olcott represents him, or if the 
Trneteea believed him to be such, it was a gricYons wrong 
anfl a high ontri^ thos to " auerifii;!.' '' liim a:id drive him 
from the city. No motives of Llanjionj" '' Lould liavu jiiati. 
Bed the BBoriflce of each a man. Wc prefer, liowever, to 
believe that they adopted our valuation of the services of Dr. 
Peters, and tliat in procuring a place for him at Hamiltoa 
College they considered that all obligation implied in the 
support which they had estcnded to him, had been discharged. 

Dr. Peters is a Dane, of considerable acquirements and 
practical knowledge, who, after unsuccessful attempts in Ger- 
many, llaly and Turkey to find permanent employment, decided 
to Bcek his fortune in Amuiica, and for tiiii ])urposo wrote to 
Dr. Gould, ivith hIi-jiu lie liiid become acqiiabilud in Europe 
tea years ago, asking liis aid and iuliuenee in obtaiaipg 
employment here. Dr. Gould advised bim not to come, but 
promised his best efforts to help bim shonld he determine to 
do so. He came; was received by Dr. Oonld mto his house- 
hold 09 a guest; through Dr. Gould's esertions he wag 
appointed to a subordinate position as a computer in tlie U. 
S. Coast Survey; and he was intrusted by Dr. Gould with 
numerous computations relative to his own private work, for 
which he was more than libendly compensated. Impelled 
still farther by sympathy, Bui reliance npon his supposed 
friendship and honor, Pro£ Bache and Dr. Gould yielded to 
the Tishes of this person Hai be .might perform his labors in 
Albany, and represent Dr. Gould at the Obaervatorj where 
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the work of construnlioa vas uoing on. As part of bis duties 
uDdcr tlie Cuajl ^luwy, (iLiv.'ti-d to determine tho 

latitude and apfiro.Niniai.i; ;a[i[;i).,.di; llic Observatory, a3 a 
point in the Hudsou river Iria^agulation, and at Dr. Goald's 
instance an increaso of paj was allowed him, on this acoount, 
hj the Snpenntendent of the Satre^. The Deceasary instra- 
menta wore forwarded fi'oui WashiDgton, and the neceaaarf 
directions and explanations gircn by Dr. Gould. Wc are 
informed tbat these observatious for latitude and longitude 
have never yet been reported by Dr. Peters. 

n tho snmrner of 1857 the irregularities and delays in 
compntiog the prediotiona of occultationB, which Dr. Peters 
was execnting' under Professor Peirce, bad become so serious, 
that the Snperinfondent of the Coast Survey determined that 
Dr. Peters must confine Iiimaelf to these compntationa, retnrn- 
ing to Cambridge ao as to work effectiTely with Flofesaor 
Peiree, who had the charge of them. No diminution of pay 
was proposed by Professor Baelie, who actually departed from 
oDicial usage by iaforming liiiii of tlie reastins for the in.siruc- 
tions given, fiT, : that the progrcsa of the coniputaLions 
required, not only Dr. Fctcrs's whole time, but his constant 
Intercourse with Professor Peirce. Dr. Peters objected to 
the removal, although but a ahori time before be had been 
eager and thankful to accept any position, however hamble, 
which might be assigned him, and declined to g^ve any reason 
to Professor Bache for his avowed imwillingness to return to 
Camhridge. A weeli was allowed, him to consider the matter ; 
and at tho expiration of this period an official order was sent, 
transferring Urn from Dr. Gould's corps and directing him to 
report to Professor Peirce, at Cambridge. Without explana- 
tion Dr. Peters replied by resigning the place upon the Coast 
Survey. His separation fi;om the Survey was his own act. 
Tihe order given by Professor Sachs was not prompted by 
soggestionB firom Dr. Gould, wbo was at the time, aaweleani, 
quite ignorant of the slttte of feelbg towards liim subsequently 
nlly manifested by Dr. Peters; bnt was occasioned by a pro- 
dent regard for the interests committed to his charge. 
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AltbOQ^ at first Dr. Armabj made man; oomplunts of Dr> 
Peters, and applied for Hb remoTal, the latter sncoeeded mb- 
sequeutly in iDgratiatiog bimaelf with him and in commending 
bimEoIf a1ao to Mr. Olcott. A slate of feeling was manifeetcd 
in Albany relative to Dr. Peters's resignation, wlilcli appeared 
at tho time unaccountable ; and in opposition to the advice of 
tbe Scientiiio Council, and after Dr. Gould bad declined to 
appoint him Assistant io tbe Observatory, tre receired notifi- 
cations from the Seerctar; of tho Trnstces that he had been 
elected " Obaerver." We received, hon^ver, snbacquent 
informatjon from the Fresideat, Qenetal Tan Bensselaer, and 
from more than one other Tmstee, Hat no each eleotion had 
been made; a statement which scema to be confirmed by the 
subsequent action of the Board. 

and npon their application to tioncral Van P.enascliier, a 
meeting of the Trustees was held, at which the Council were 
alloved to be present. They severallj addressed the Board, 
nrged tbe importance of bormony, the necessity of sabordina- 
tion, and tho propriety of leaving the Director to nominate 
his own assistants. Tbe majority of tbe Trostees concurred, 
and acknowledged by tlieir acts the inconsiderateness of their 
previous step. 

Dr. Peters had placed himself in tbe very uncnviabto posi- 
tion of one wlio endeavored) not only to uadermine the 
position of his official superior, but also to injure and traduce 
hia beoefactor. Through tho iuGucnco of the Trastecs be 
was at onco provided with another position, to which Mr. 
Oloott is nnderetood to have largely contributed, and har- 
mony was apparently restored. But the seeds of discord 
were too deeply sown, not to germinate and bear fruit. And 
as tho prob.ibic explanation, we are compelled to record a 
circumstance, petty in itself, bat of wbicb the efTect 0^7 
perbaps bo rightly appreciated by those aoqnainted with tho 
pecnliaritiea of Hr. Oloott, now President of the Board, and 
for some time past the nDrelenting opponent of Dr. Godd. 
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The firat inatmment completed for the Obaerv&torf yfoa a 
small telesDope of Uie kind known as "comet seekers," and 
Dr. Qonld tiad Sireoted Dr. Fetera to inatitote a seareli for 
comets by ciureMlf sweeping the most jiromiaiiig portions of 
tlia hearensj in order hj some discoveries of this kind to 
0l3t^ tor the aev Obaervatotf a certain popular faror. 
Four cometa appeared, and were defected elaewhere before 
hia search proved successful; bat at last' a teleacopic comet 
{1857, IV.) was found hj him, two dajs prior toils detection 
ia Europe. This discovery, though not a very important 
additifni t(i human knowleiJi'p, received the generous commen- 
dation of Dr. Gould, who oonsidcrcd that it would be espe- 
cially gi'Qtifying to llcssrg. Arnisby and Oloott, and might 
Btimnlato some liberal citizen to farther donation. A different 
and adroit use of the circnmatance, however, vas made bj Dr. 
Feters to advance Ma own interest^, and be protended to confer 
npon the oeleatial visitant the name of " Olcott-Oomet." We 
Bay pretended, because he well knew the name could not be' 
adopted. This ridiculoua procednrowas entirely nmrarranted 
by astronomical usage, iind the name has of course never been 
adopted by a single astronomer. Dr. Peters well knew that 
after the world had refused the honored names of Uerschel 
and Lb Terrier to the celestial bodies ■xitii which thcsn nnuies 
are indiasolubly associated in history, it would hardly confer 
upon a telescopic comet the name of the then Tice-President 
of the Trustees. 

Dr. Gould is the editor of the Aatronomioal Jonmol, and 
in his official capacity, althou^rh of comse desirous of gratify, 
ing the feelings of Mr. Oleull-, UAi (.Llji^iid to ohango the 
editorial heading of the arUck; lu tlic hmi J.s " Fourlli Comet 
of 1857," although he left the words Oloott-comet " in the 
body of the conunnnicaUon, which he generously published in 
Dr. Feters's behalf alone, without any allusion to tlieir oQtoial 
relations. We can understand that it may have grated upon 
Mr. Oleott's feelings to have his name thus atricken from the 
celestial catalogue by one over whom he bad, In his conneo- 
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tion. with the Obeeryatory, lui official and legal control. "We 
leave it to others to dpiddi: ivlicllu-;!' liis lamcntaiions, uttered 
orer the " saorifieo " oC " tiic gil'tod and unpretending Petera," 
might not have been due as much to the offended dignit/ of 
ft Trustee as to the STmpathetic beaeroIeDoe of an astrODOmi- 
cal arbiter; whether there may not be plausibility in the 
Baggestion that this oconrrenoe has tended to shape his snb- 
seqnent course, and whether the present crisis may not have 
been in Bome measure owing to the baleful influeooe of the 
Poorth Comet of 1867. 

In this connection, and in farttci' cxpLjnatlon of the unre- 
lenlin^' coui sa pi.Lsucd by Uji; inajoiity of the Trustees, we 
fed bound to raciition anotliei- fact. Greal difficulties wore 
encountered in boring or drilling tlie horizontal iioles throagh 
the stone piera of the meridian-inrcle, a diffionltj attributed 

Dr. Oonld in. great measure to the inefficienc]^ of the tools- 
He changed the whole obaraoter of the drills, nsing cast iron 
instead of steel ; and with mnoh simpler applianooa has aocom- 
pUshed the work sucoesefully. Moantimo a bill for the driils 
had been presented, rclatiro to which Dr. Gould applied to 
Mr. Olcott for instructions, declaring that he had no hesita- 
tion in sayiiii: tiiat the bill for these tools would be enormous, 
even h;id I Ih^ lil I ioleg been good. He goes on to aay : " In this 
contingency I see no course open but to apply to you for 
iaatrnations in the premises. X cannot certify to the bUl, and ' 
Bmat enter mj protest ag^st it ' Any reaponsibilitj in the 
premiacB which yon tiiink it right or proper for me to asnune, 
I will- take cheerfuUy." 

Dr. Gould never saw the ine:T!i;iLnl toil; lui- wimh this hill 
was rendered, until they wore iji jf-e at (Ik: Ul)rieri'atory; he' 
gave no drawings or other instructions in regard to them, and 
in short had no responsibility oonoerning their mannbotore. 

We think it will be considered evident that this ooorse on 
the part of Dr. Goold indicates at least a fearless determina- 
tion to do right, when we add-that the leadii^memher of the 
firm who presented this bill was Mr. Bobert Prayn, one of 
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the Bsecntive Oommitteo, and odo, moreoTer, ivho Ims smcc 
titat time been among the moat active ia his opposition to Dr. 
Oonld, and In the attempt to annof and persecute liim. 

"Wo admit tJiat in these cases Dr. Gould might haro adopt- 
ed a courae more conducive to "Harmony," but wliat intolii- 
geiit ami lii.Lrli-raiiidcd man presume to aay tbat he Ima 
done wrong ? 

8. " Ifuilr/ut Kxjisndkjtics. " — Dr. Gould not resjiomihle. 
— The President of the Trustees asserts that wasteful os- 
pendituros liavo hccn made, and lie should at least know the 
natnre of the financial concerus of the Institution. It is for 
the donors, nhose money has been thae wasted after being 
intrusted to the Board and Its EsecnUve Committee, to 
inquire into this. We were advised bj comBel tbat it might 
be onr duty, under the appeal of Mrs. Dndlej, to take this 
disagreeable Step, and that an application to the tribmiale 
of the State for an ijivcstigation into this mattDr might be 
Dccessarj. The legiskturo of the commonncalth should do 
donbt be called upon in the proper form to investigate tbifl 
grave mbject, in regard to which the statement of tlio Preai- 
deut covers sueh broad groond and is so boldly made. What 
gnards were thrown aroond the treasury of this sacred trost ? 
What ndes adopted for anditing and paying accounts ? The 
President of the Board, who is also the Ohairman of the 
Exeontive Committee, and wlioae prominent and controlling 
part in all the money matters of tlic Institution is wdl under- 
stood, slates, for the ^ake of impeaching the judgement and 
conduct of Dr. Gould, tliat ospenditures made under Ms 
dirjBction have been wasteful. And t)u% too, when he is 
aware that the eontrocta and bargains have, in nearly all of 
the cases of any consequence, been made imder the authority 
of Dr. Armsby, liia colleague of tlie former Executive Oom- 
mittee, and that some of them wore osocutcd by his oolleaxueB 
of the Board. That Dr. Gould's mild and temperate state- 
ment in regard to one of them (see his letter of May 31,) was 
the cause of part of bis difficnltie^ cannot be doobted. If the 



Digiiized by Google 



25 

system of aocouiita liaa been looae, — in regard to wliicli wo 
have no evidence, nor feel it our preseiit duty to make invea- 
tigations, but which is uliargod in the passionatu statement of 
the Proflident, — wlio is responsible for this, excepting the 
President himael^ the Executive Oommittee, or the Board of 
TmsteeB? 

It will be recollected that it was after the declaratjon 
which Mr. Oloott alleges to have been made to the Trustees 
by Dr. Gould, tliat " he was not responsible for anything 
wiiicli lm\ been done at the Observatory," Ac., and which 
Jlr. Oicott now characterizes as " astound in g," that the 
Board of Trustees sanctioned liis appointment as Director, 
and Mr. Oicott said in his letter to I'rof. Henry, (1868, Jan. 
23) : " Wo placed the Obserratory, the day after you left, in 
the entire and excluBive charge of Dr. Qoald, subject only to 
the Scicntilio Council." The time to den; Dr. Gould's alle- 
gations ^as at the meetii^ of the Board, and the mode was 
by rejecting him on acconnt of them. If he was aceepteJ, 
eithei- IiIh allegations were correct and Ihc Ti u^t.-e^ ai'ivpl,-^d 
tiicm as such, or else thcj' were inoffensive, or gavn so little 
offence that it could bo overlooked. To allow such things to 
rankle in the mind — to treasore them np in the store-house 
of the memorf — is not to folGl tiie great OhriBtiaii \a.yr. Ve 
are of opinion that the TntstecB welt knew that Dr. Godd 
was not responsible for the outlays which had been made, and 
that, if "wasteful extravagance" had been committed, they 
and their agents were responsible for it. Tiio groat mtuority 
of (he Board might even feci that they had no responsibili- 
ties; for their meetings had been few and far between, and 
the attendance on them quite irregular. This attempt to &x 
the Observatory espenditorea npon Dr. Gould is unsupported 
by the rules -which govent any well related institntioa. If 
Dr. Gould, induced by the munificent Tieira and magnificent 
promiaes of Dr. Aimsby and Mr. Oloolt, had advised expen- 
sive changes, it was theb dntj to r^ot them if they ironld 
lead to " wasteflil espenditme." The fact is, that all the 
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matters recommended seem to q8 desirable for an. institutioa 
on tliB scale proposed by the Trnstccs, and most of thom 
indispensable. The arguments tending to slioiv tiiiit tliis or 
that thing might have been done cheaper or better, are all 
&]laoioii8. It is easf to be s prophet after the event. We 
find in the correBpoodenoe of Dr. Oonld -with Dr. AnoBb^ 
and Ur. Olcott, abundant evidence of hia dedre to economize 
in tbceo cxpcnditurea, and niuneronsi e^resaioDB, delicately, 
but clearlj expressed, of regret and ^aaliefaction at lie 
cost of various matters for wMcli Dr. AnnBibf had made the 
Obserratorj' responsible. 

9. Aimvxd Hoitility, Designed Affronts. — Wc have osaniined 
the allegation of avowed hostility of Dr. Gould to tlio Board 
of Tmatees, and declare that it has no foundation in fact; 
tliat be vaa neither hostile in action nor in commnnicatlon. 
The temperate and oonoiliatory ohataoter of his letters under 
affronts to him, and petty annojanoea 'which might well have 
justified some irritation of tone, is i:pon the ivliole re- 
markable. 

The mutter of the visits of the Trustees to thu Observa- 
tory and of the difficulties with Dr. GoiiU'a at-iiKtaiits, for 
none we believe are alleged with him, is toiiehed upon lightly 
by Mr. Olcott. We have only exparte testimony ia regard to 
it, Mr. Olcott having declined to aubmit any testimony to ns. 
The reports of the assistants place the Trustees more or leas 
completely in the wrong, and the subsequent votes of the 
Exooutivo Committee show a state of irritation which was 
highly unfavorable to cool and sound judgement of the relation 
of the parties, or to a correct recollection of the transactions 
themselves. 

No evidence has reached ns of open and designed affronts 
to members of this Board, and we ore convinced that^ if Dr. 
Gould hod been given a hearing^ the Board must have been 
satisfied that no fronts were ^ven or were intended. 

10. Jfeetntg' fn JaKuarg. — The transaotionB of January, 
18S8, oonatitutiag as they do, in a moral, if not a legal point 
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of view, a contract lietween the Trustees of the Dudley Ob- 
florratory and tlip Scicnliiii; Council, dcswvo to be stilted ia 
some detail. Mr. Okott had made, on beljalf of tlii; Boarii, 
to a member of the SGientifio Council, ■Professor Baohe, 
eeTSral proposiUoiia, the acceptance of emj one of which 
the Oonncil would be Bati8&otor7 to him. 

The circTunstanoeB of our appointment should not here be 
lost sight of, nor the feet that friends and donors to tlio Obser- 
yatoiy took part in the meeting; nor that tho EseentiTo 
Committee, composed of Mr. Okott and Dr Armsby, took 
part ill tho mcptinjr — the former addressing it, and both of 
tlitm callin^^ npoii I'm:: iF-iii y n!)d I'r, Gould to do tlio same. 
Thesi: ccntlomcn .always wrotf and jaid to us that the dcion- 
titio control of tho Observatory was to be esclusively with 
us. We were the Scientific Oounoil. to mani^ the scientific 
concerns of the Observatoir, and not to suggest t6 or wiTise 
with the Trnstees ; — the Ooimcll, not the OonnaeL 

The first of Mr. Olcott'a propositions was to place the 
ObscrTatory immediately and entirely in Dr. Qoold'a charge, 
subject only to the Scicntifio Conncil in eoientiflo matters; 
provided he vonid bring two assistants wiQi him, and pro- 
Tided all would labor without expense to fiie Observatory f 
Mr. Olcott gnaranieeing at the same time that the small 
amount necessary for moimting the Instmmenta and the indis- 
pensable equipments should be furnished. 

When it is recollected that the Council had declared that 
with a loss income than $10,000 tho Observatory could not, 
even with the most rigid economy, be supported in the manner 
intended by the Trustee.i, it may he. a matter of snrprise that 
they concluded to take charge of it with an income of scarcely 
ono-third of that amount, and this, too, actually mortgaged 
at the time for two years, thus rendering it certain that the 
Institution must be carried on mainljrbj private contributions, 
or that all labor must be rolnntary. We r^rded the con- 
tract of Manual? as giving ns the means of using Dr Gould's 
extraordinary talents and precisian in snch ways as hy their 



frnitfi to induce ncir donations to the Obaervatory. We 
kncv tbat his generous and ^.caloiis cliaracter traa appreciated 
by his assistanta in llio longitude party of the Coast Survey, 
and that thej trouM join liim as voluiitttera in the great cause 
of astronomical science. The arrangement was the best 
which, under (he circuuisfanoes, eould bo made, and we were 
willing to abide by it. Before it could be consummated, we 
were aomevrhat anrpriaed to find that the appointment of the 
Scieutiflo OoDDcil by the donors and others, in IBS6, ttad not 
been ratified by the Board. So loosely had the concerns of 
the Board up to this time been conducted, that we were 
actually acting as a Council, corresponding with and meeting 
the members of tlio Board and of the Executive Committee, 
brought prominently before the public at the inauguration 
festival aa reaponaiblc for the scientific concerns of the 
Institution, ollowing donntions to be solicited and made by 
the nse of our names as a Scientific Conncil, and jet we had 
never been elected "at a regular meeting of the Board." 
The public will thns have some insight into the mode at dobg 
business by the Trustees, and will pardon ns as scientific men 
if we have looked less closely to the form than to the sub- 
stance of our appointment, nud had believed ourselves 
formally in charge of tlie scientific concerns of the Institu- 
tion. At the instoneo of Mr, Olcott, we had actually 
accompanied members of the Board in the city of New York 
to solicit oontribntioDB to the ObsBrvatory, and had appeared 
formally before the nnderwriters to invoke their aid. 

The resolatlons of the Board at tliis time confirmed our 
appointment as a Scientific Council, and ratified tliu proposition 
of Mr. Oleott, to which we have just referred. 

Tho SeicntiSo Council also ratified this compact, but in 
ratifying it felt liound to correct a supposed accidental error 
or want of precision in the statement of tho Trustees' resolu- 
tion. At their meeting in Philadelphia on tho 8th of 
Fobmary, 185 S, they passed aresolntion declaring that the 
acoeptanoe by Sr. Baohe of Ur. Olcott's proposition, was 
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made by him in behalf of the Scientific Council of tho Dudley 
Observatorv, and not In his eapacily of Siipoiiiitendent of the 
U. S. Coast Survey. 

The Council understood that thi3 arrangement pledged the 
Trustees and Council mutaallj for at least two years, for 
irbich time the income of the Institution had already been 
antidpated, and wo proceeded accordingly. Thnt tho moral 
obligation is with \is wc belicvs, and that thia is a contract 
which morally, and, ivc tliink, legally binds tlie Board and 
Council. That tho Truptees sliould take advantage of their 
own wrong, and in ralifj icis; oiii- iippaintiuent should seek by 
reaolutioTis to abridge onr poivtiv-i, is clearly against the prin- 
ciples of Ian- and morality, 

Tho alleged " alarming peculiarities of Dr. Gould" do not, 
in our view, justify the action of the Board io breaking this 
arraDgement vilhout onr and his consent. 

Mn. Dvile^t Gyi. — In Us letter to Professor Bache of 
December 19, 1857, Mr. Olcott eaye: 

"BiU til dmatioa of Mrs. Duillei/ not to le aieroac/lti t^n, 
ttgond uiat iat abmdff 6een done, wMch may contuma Ht tttxt Uao 

■ In the second colnmn of Mr. Olcott's recent manifesto, he 
Bays; 

■EMfpUng a few luiriced dolUra for mounfing tho idstruinfiils wo 
eJiaald luTe no money to diabnise fbr two yonra to cooio. as nc could 
xM eneroBoh Open om imested fiud of 260,001) given by Jits. Dudky." 

At the oonolnsion of the same dooament, Mr. Olcott says : 
" We baia, tmtneroaehtd upon, the endoniaenE et Hn. Bodle; of 
$60,000." 

Has Mrs. Dudley's donation been enoroaohed npon, or not 7 
If yes, by wliat anthori^ ? If no, where is the income ? 

11. Money Matlert, — A^Ueatvm to TntOea. — Private 
Renurcea, ijc. — After stating tbat Dr. Qonld had applied for 



30 



a now dome, and had asked for more than |3S0O for monnting 
instrutncata — an assertion whicli we have shonii, onder the 
head of " Loose Statements," to be entirely inaccurate — Mr. 
Olcott BBjB that iJie Tntsteee have allowed of this btur 
" everj dollar asked for Bcientific purposeB," and " eereral 
hundred dollars for the personal comfort and oonTenience of 
Dr. Gould." 

Mr. Olcott continues : " And jet, in the face of these Tacts, 
he sajs, in a letter of May Slst, that he has been obliged to 
adronce, from his own private resonroes, the necessary means 
for the operations of the Observatorj, and without aid, thus 
far, from the Trasfees," Now we ask, do the fiicts disprove 
Dr. Gould's allegations? or does not Hr. Olcott know the 
difTerenoe betweed the " operations of the Observatory " and 
the monntii^ of iDStenments? Dr. Godd has, since hia 
removal to Albany id February, actually advanced fVom his 
own Tesouroes, or become ludiTidoally responsible for, the 
sum of more than (3000 for the operationi of the ObKnalory} 
and tlie only sums received thus far from the Trustees, are 
for mounting the inetrumeats and for arranging the premises. 
Dr. GoLild was actually obliged to devote to the end of carry- 
ing on tlifi Oljacrvatory the receipts of his labor la the work 
of the Chile Aatronomioal expedition, in wliioh he was called 
upon, in a manner so honorable to him and to the chief of 
the expedition, to take- part. When the premises vere first 
occupied by bis assistanta, they were obliged to perform 
all domestio offices of every kind for themselvea. The bal- 
ance of the Bum appropriated for datennlning longitude, 
estimated at 11400, was actually promteed toward the support 
of the ObBerratoiy, bat lias notj up to &iB time, been devoted 
to that purpose. The promise was made by the President of 
ttie Board, in presence of one of the Council. Having been 
deiued access to the minutes of the Board, we cannot say that 
no resolution has been passed, appropriating this money to 
observatory purposes; bat we can say that none has been 
communicated to Dr. Gonld. The statements are not folla^ 
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cions, aa alleged by Mr. Oloott. Dr, Gould is carrying on 
tbe operations of tho ObscrTiitory, at a rate of not Iosb than 
$150 a montb from liis O'wa private means. It is uagcnerous 
enough to permit tliia, but worse than ungenerous to denj the 
fact. 

It will bo i-ceolkctcd that Dr. Gould's letter is to tho 
Trustees, and that he was addressing a reminder to that body, 
Bud Dot makii^ a charge to the pablio, and tiiis, too, after 
ircitatiom bad oome thick and fast upon him. 

We have oarefolly examined the all^ation of Mr. Olcott, 
that Dr. Qonld bad asked for more than tSSOO since Mb 
removal to Albany in Pebmary, and that tbo Trnsteca had 
" allowed every dollar asked for in aid of soicntific purpoaea, 
and several bnndred dollars for the personal comfort and oon- 
Tsnienoe of Dr. Oonid,"' (md we find aa follows : 

Dr. Cbold ha^ in addition to leoommending the mode of 
diatribntion of this promised balance of the longitude-appro- 
priation (earned for the Observatory chiefly by his own 
racertions and Hiose of his asBistanta), and of which none of 
tlie items were allowed, excepting $500 for monoting and 
bringing into use tlio meridian.oircle and calculating- engine, 
made the following recommendations on pecuniary subjects: 

(1.) Por ea.-iitg tlie piers Lo asked leave to incur tho neces- 
sary expenses, which ho estimated at (300, but desired a 
margin of 30 per cent. This was, after some delay, allowed. 

(2.) For dif^ing a well, bsilding a fence, and rendering the 
Obaerratory accesaible by a plank walk (Mbanians will imder. 
Btaod its necessity), Iia recommended an appropriation of 
tS70 with a mai^in of 20 per cent. This was voted with tbe 
' condition that its expenditure be placed in the bands of a 
special subcommittee. 

(3.) He announced to tbe Trustees that he had engaged Mr. 
Richard Bygato to take charge of the premises at (700 a year, 
and waa ready to meet the outlay in case the Board ahould 
not approve hia course. They have not been willing to meet 
this onday. 
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(4.) Tliat thebilk jet dne of Mesars.Fannerand Polaey for 
orders given in 1856, b)- direction, of Mr. Oloott, bo paid. 
Their amount wag $258.98, and wlicn the ofSoBrs of the Board 
declined imineiliiilc t()!ii[ilia[iif , tiic payment wm promptly 
made hy Dr. Coii!(i h:rLi;-L'li;, ^.nd rel'ii[jikd p.m.t ""ci later 
by the Trustees, 

(6.) That the batteries for aiipportirig the seven sympathetic 
dials for the only two aatroaomical docks owned by the 
Ob^etyatory, and for driring one of these oIck&h, be provided. 
The ooat be estimated at $110. 

(6.) He has asked the payment of some bills for rare old 
astronomieal books seonred by the vrish of Mr. Oloott, at 
European sales, prerious to hia removing to Albany. The 
exact sum is not at hand. 

The only outlays which we find capable of being considored 
as intended to contribute to the personal comfort of Dr. 
Gould, are: Ist. The sum ofJ18.69paid by him in April for 
dig^ng a well and obtaining water, and whicli was afterivards 
refunded; 2d. Tiic rendering the roof water light, which onhj 
took place wil/iin the liist four or five weels; 3d. The build- 
ing of a fence (Dr. Gould himself had put up one) ; anil 4th. 
The laviiic of a line of planks to render the Observatory 
accessible in bad weather. 

Wo submit whether such expoditures justify Mr. Olcott in 
Ms sneers at the Director, who has been laboring so assidn- 
onsly in the oanee of the Observatory. 

We shall retnm to this subject when we come to spfeak 
more fully of the annoyances to which Dr. Gould has been sub- 
jected by the Trustees and their Executive Oomuiittce. 

If the available means of the Observatory have not been 
consumed, why have tliey not been put at Dr. Gould's dis- 

12. Payment of vnavlkorizcd dmandi. — It is trnc that the 
outlnys requisite for carrying on the Observatory liave not 
been anthorhed by the Trastees, and also that they have been 
uncomplainingly paid by Dr. Gould, from sneh reaonrces as 
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he and hia friends could comtnand. How this can be distorted 
into ft ground of censure wo cannot comprolioiid. That they 
were not "iinneuessary" ns Mr. Olcott asserts, inay be inferred 
from their oliji-cts ; among which wore the fiiini.-liiii!; of the 
entire liouso aniJ olliec, tlic moarn of IiL'l.t;i!_' nviil liiMlir^, 
stationery, the salaries and jiay for cai-e uf tLo 
super iiitcudc nee of the grounds and tiic Observatory biiiliiiug, 
the paj of the Bssisttmt who haa had charge of tlie Cateulating 
Bi^ne, of the messenger and miul carrier, the makii^ of » 
road, the laying out of grounds, the puTcJiose of computing- 
tahles, Btar-charts, and otiier works of reference, the con- 
stantly needed small repairs, >\;c,, kc. 

Wo eonaider tbat these facts prove a shameful neglect of 
dntj on the part of the Trustees, and only wonder at. this 
unantborized liberali^ on tiie part of Dr. Gould, considering 
' tiifl limited estent of his peoiniiary means; 

13. "Grots and ddiherale inadu." — Ur. Olcott next proceeds 
to his chai^ of "gross and deliberate insnlts to the Trostees," 
— in order te discuss whicli very Mly we propose foUowing 
the correspondence of Dr. Gonld with the Trustees, as con- 
tained in bis printed pamphlet. 

On the 2l3t of January, two days after tli(! compact with 
the Coancil had been furmally ratiiicd, Dr. G„uld aildrcssed 
tbu Trustees (see letter A of correspondence), applying for 
permission to ose tbo promised appropriation of $1400 for 
monnting the instruments, ftamishiog the dwetling-boose and 
office, bringing the calculating-machino into nse, and for 
stationery, fuel, lights and books. 

We have already sliown that the charges made by Sir. 
Olcott against Dr. Gould, contained in the next following 
paragraphs of his statement, are not correct : that Di'. Gould 
did not ask for a new dome, as alleged by Str. Olcott, and 
that he had actually been supporting the Obserratory from 
his own prirate resources — a statement wLicli Mr. Olcott pro- 
noances fallactons. Following the corresp'ondence between 
the officers of the Board of Trustees and the Director, which 
8 
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h in print in the hands of many of yoo, wo proceed to show 
that "every dollar asked for [by Dr. Goulii] iu aid of seten- 
tific purposes," was not granted, as allegtiii by Mr. Oloott, 
and that Dr. Gould's at&tcmcnta of these nuLttcra in bis letter 
of Uarch 31st are not " bllaoious," but correct. 

The appropriations were not onlj not made until March, but 
were ingeniously oontrrred not to meet Dr. Gould's estimates- 
He had reoommended the moontiDg of the meridian-circle, and 
estimated the cost at (300 ; also of the small Coast Snrref 
transit^ at a cost^of (SO. The Trustees appropriated (300 
for mounting the meridian-circle, and tl50 for mountiug the 
larfD biiiLSLl in-li'iiinwit of the Coast SurvU)-, the paltiug-up 
of wljicli lie hs.ii lioti rt.'C()]ii]in:n(iei:l, becuuai^, as lii^ iaid, "the 
other items seem to have a prior claim." The Secretary of 
tiie Trustees wiites that " the Tmstoes coold not authorize 
the other expendltnres for fomisbing the honse, etc., proposed 
in Dr. Gould's letter of Jan. Slsf, until the appropriation of 
$2000 from the State shall have been secured." Now, was 
any farther appropriation made, after flOOO of the State 
appropriation had actually been passed over by the Regents 
to the Trustees 1 Dr. Gould addresses the Board in a respect- 
ful explanatory letter on Maroh 4th as follows: 

Yon an awara that^in the ahsenoeof aoy appropristlon I^yonrBoaid, 
or BUthori^ finm its offieeis, no means havo been or ara aTuJable ibr the 
earii«et pntiminaiy stops; ench tho pnrcbiisc of fDraitme, foel, illDmi- 
Dition, or stationeiy ; that DO provisloa hus boon made for can of premiees, 
or the [eqnisile manaal Ishor ; anA thai the ntsaly furniture of the dnelt- 
ing-honaQ and office, tbo fuel, and the nuiucroua uutlajB incident to the 
oiifcrpM, are iieee.ssanly a[. tlii^ ex]Kti^i: uf Ihi uiideMgiitil. It \s of 

iisjunio tliG care and BU[)OrviHon of tLo Lousu ami giouiids ; cud I have 
gin^ii nnicli liiiic (o tlie endeavor to pocuro Ihc fciviccp of ,1 pioper person, 

vitbin my power. I ehonld be glad to loam tram the TrDst«eB or tbeir 
lepreiraitaUTeSi their Tiem of (he oonne most proper fiir me to adopt 
vitb ngud to this and rinulu points-— boing ahka sniiouB.lo oonfiinn 



Digilized by 



no ruEpoDsibilitj. IlaviiJg unili;rtakon botb to corrj on the Obitorvatorj, 
and to (icterniine its racriiiian, with bqcIi aid as is furnislied l>y tlie legis- 
lative ap])topriatio[i, although this ia not more tban ttde^uata for tia 
latter object slono, jonr SoieDtiSc Oounul iiill spare no eiertiuna to iillfil 
tlN ^irit M well u the kUer of dim obligation to tlie Tnuteea. Bnt h 
ii Duffit oeitdn that alaaa of expen^huea irw not inboiiHitBd or 
considered by the Conni^I, vho had in niod odjt the fuiGiment of tlie 
sciantiBc duties, after the MmBtmction and eq^nipment ebuiiJci havn bnen 
completed. • * • 

Wlialevec the Tiewa of the Trustees upon those auostions iiiav ue. I 
should t)0 gkd to loam them, and shall ondcavor to govGm mv course b; 
referonco to them. 

It had heen mj intenUon to present the suhstancc of those few romorta 
to ;oni Board at its recent meeting, but being uninformed of llie time at 
irbich il was Co lake place, this was impossible for me. I have therefore 
raqnestsd jour Pre^snt to aonvtae the BxeoutiTe OormnittAe, at whom 
appointment I bave mAiieedj been infetiDed, bnuting flut it ma; thus 
be purible for du to arrive at a better undmatand&ig of jour wiabea anS 

To tMs respeolM aod ezplanatoiy letter no jeplf was 
given, and tbe exclusion of Dr. Oonld from tlio meetings of 
the Executive Committee, and of the Board, has deprived him 
of the opportnnitj to make Buoh peTBOoal esplwmtion as might 
have enforced his written statements. 

Totes of the Biecutive Committee were communicated to 
Dr. Godd, by tlie Secretary, on the 9th of March, showing 
that the Committee had actually met ; but no notice was given 
of any action relating to the casing of the piers, and the ooat 
of bnngiog the calculating-engine into use — though, the 
former was among the items which Dr. Ctould bod stated in 
January to bo necessary to the mounting of the circle, and 
the sum whitli the latter would cost liad been stated in his 
estimates. Wlicn Dr. Coiikl n.llcd iipnn ihr I're.-iUwit in 
his letter of March lOtli, in riifcrcnco to tliii iuatlcr, the 
Secretary of the TrusteeB, Dr. Armsby, replies that ho "inad- 
vettently omitted to send " him the resolutions relating to. it ; 
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so that, had not Dr. Gould made hla appeal, the action of tlie 
Comniittee would not liavc boL'ii kuouii to hiui, the piers 
might to tliis daj be without essential coicring, and the cal- 
ciiiating-machinc, by irliich tlio truo aaonwly of Mars baa 
ftbcady been computed, might still be unused. Such on omis- 
eion hy & Seoretoiy might be'c^ed b; a lera mild term than 
inadTertonce. 

Tho letter of llie individui! Trustees — • which includefl the 
Lames of sKveii out of oi;ihl of llie lioard ^yho subsequently 
voted nsainRl Dr. (;nidii, vi^.., Thomns W. Okott, Isaac W. 
Tosbiit^li, William II. De Witt, J. II. Armsbj-, Aldeii March, 
S. H. Bansom anii John N. Wild er— shows, in our indgoment, a 
most extraordinary spirit of intermeddling. It was not auffi- 
cient that Joseph MuGcough should impede the progress of 
organization, by occupying rooms in the Obserratory building 
which were needed for the BWentifie operationa, but hia irregu- 
lar conduct and his annoynnco of Br. Gould veto sustained; 
and this, though in hia kindncaa of heart Dr. Gould had 
oCTered McGeoiigh pecmiiai-y aid loivai il^ eo^friiig the e.';)jen!-o 
to which his removal mif;ht s-ulijcct iiiiti, Tiiii occupauoy, which 
continued uatij Slay 1, actually debarred the astronomers 
from llie nse of tho whole of tho basement rooms of the 
Observatory, needed for the hatteries, docks, storage, £c. 

Up to this time (April) there was no well, and water had to 
tie carried up the hill for all domestic purposes from tho pumps 
in Tan Woert street; there waa no plank walk to render 
tho Observatory accessible, although the approach to it is, for 
a great part of tho distance, up a steep clay bank, destitute even 
of a grass sod ; and while tho frost was leaving the ground, 
as it was during tho months of February and Marcii, tlie 
weight of tho body often plunged the feet five or sx inches 
deej> in miry clay. The fences were not completed; the 
drun and sewer of the boase were nnfinished, and tiie coating 
<tf the roof was- def^tive ; no janitor or person to take care 
of the premises had been itoished by the Trustees; and 
finally, instead of committiDg these matters to Dr. Qould, a 
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enb-oommlttee vaa actnally appointed " to saparvise the 
improremeats proposed bj Dr. Qould." The matter of iat- 
nishing the house, the salary of janitor, &c, wero referred to 

a coiniiiittcc, of whoso action tho Director had never been 
ad',i„'d, ii' iii.^rui ■:.>■■/ rvT itcleil !it all. Tlie kakiufr of the 
roor ()!■ t,lu' [iiiuiiiiLj,.,! : iiiul on the 12tli of April, Dr. 

Gonld addrcsaed tlie Fj-csident in regard to it, and the injapy 
to tlie building nnd discomfort to the ocanpanta were ooly 
remedied bj proper repairs abont tiie 25tii of that month. 
The longitude-operations which the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey had agi'oed to make were nctnally delayed, and 
additional e.tpense in regard to them necessarily occasioned 
by a vote of the Executive Committee, that the operations 
ehoiild be paid for after tiiey wore completed, instead of 
!iial;i(ij; an adviiucu to meet tlie expenses as tbev were occur- 

expense iiad been caused. Mr, Olcott treats this in his letter 
of April 29, as a "misunderstanding," and possibly it was 
such, but it was m nafortanate one. The .final votes of the 
committee were only extracted from the tardy Secretary by 
an application from Dr. Gould on tlia Thm^day after their 
Monday's meeting. 

At tilts time occurred one of the Incidents In the history 
of this meddling, which if not unprecedented, is certainly most 
reprehensible. Tho Esccutive Committee (net, and withont 
consulting the Director, or any member of the Sinentiflo 
Council; threw open the grounds of the Obaorvatory lo the 
public; 'directed the Treasurer to procure duplicate keys to 
the Observatory; and requested Dr. Gould to place one sot 
in his dwelling-house " for the sole and exclusive use of the 
Truiteos;" so that while Or. (lonld was lioUt responsible 
hi- the cure of llic ()l):-ervatory and its instruments, he was 
to be deprived of the pjwer of effi^clivc control. To under- 
stand this high-handed step we must look back to the occur- 
rence of a few precedii^ days, and forward to the foartli 
resolution adopted at this time, which was this ; 
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"JlmlBtd, Tbat Dr. GonU be offlnlill; nqnestsd, thiougb tlis Ssora- 
texy ol the Board, to bBtmot tlis boys and jonng men «bo, u em[d[^ai 
of the Coast Survey, ire nDder his dlreetton, Ibit tbe Institution was 
eadoned to & gieet extent thtoogb the efforts sod b; tbe muniGcGnea of 
private individiuls reading in tliis dtj, and that tbe Inbor of securing 
tbe oonstrnoUim of iti buildiDgs, and their pratant ei^nipmcnts, bus 
priaoipall; been peifonned bore, nud tbet it is largely dcpcodcot upon 
tbe l^iends of astronomical science in tbts viclnilj for its future progress 
and niefnlnem. And tbaC bereaftoi the Board of TmstAoe nill roquire 
for tbemselves peiMinally, and for all persons vialing tbe Obsonalaiy, 
tbe Candor, Conrlesy and Civility everynbere efsentiat, bat espei^aUy so 
in an Institntion vbidi oi^giaalad in tbe most geneionB and diwitcrc^d 
intention^ and nhkb can only accomplish tbe mik of ha fonnders by 
Monring in ereiy le^timatt nay, and m deserving,' the popnlar &Tar 
and mpporL" 

We Bball not heeitate to speak plunly in this nattei*. It 
is thng slarred over by Mr. Olcott; 

"Without noticing llie ninnv unplcaEmnt inilioaliona of flw State of 
feeling at the ObBorvalory, the EioeulLvo ConiiniltcB (oomposod Of nine 

of the Tniateea) felt cnlleii upon to loliulin rcmnt Rross and dctibctata 
htmlEs ofibred by Dr. Ili.iihl, (lim,,^!, i,;., juuilirul -lilfinllinLti-, to (l.ree 
of out Trnslees. 'I'Iil' Tri[-ifi-s Iki'I, ii tVj ObLrv.iv.ry in iLo 

falsclniiid- ' ' 

" Tills Hii:ir<l, T kn«w, ^uiinut 1.,! >-hy.h-n In ils abiding ooiifidcnca in 
Iki] trulhfulnu^, hunorsblo intentions and gciil lemon 1; dcprtmcnl of 
the Tmateca rcfcrrod to, by TbomsoevoT they moy be secretly laoipooned 
or openly traduced." 

If we snppoae, vMob b not correct that gross and 
deliberate insults were offered by the yonng gentlemen to 
tiie Trustees, ia Dr. Gould to te held, responsible for this? 
Tilt.' aiiBiver ia, Tea, if he justifies it Bet Nr. Oleott says : 
" The Committee felt called Dpon to rebuke recent gross and 
deliberate insults offered bj Dr. Gould through his jouthfal 
snbordinates I " To rebnke them before it was reported to 
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Dr. Gould, before, in fact, he knew anything of the circum- 
stances 1 Snch hasty action u surel; unbecoming, and 90 is 
this charge, to make which Mr. Olcott ia obliged to ignore 
the order of time and tbe reasonable limits of official rcspon- 
aibility. 

The insults (iHercd by Dr. Gould are the insalts alleged to 
haYO been offered by bis " jonthful aobordinates." Who are 
these youthful anbordinatea thiu rebuked by tho Executive 
CommiUee and hy Mr. Olcott? Fonr aids in the Coast 

Survey of the United States — remarkable for their attain- 
ments in eeienw — for their indiistri', ?cnl and devotion 1o 

religious principles, of gentlemanly deportment anil amiable 
manners. We appeal to Mr. De Witt, one of the nine Trus- 
tees, if lie does not personally know this to be true of the 
yonng gentleman irho was said to be foremost in offering 
these insultB. Their conduct and cliaracter, public and 
private, have hitherto been unimpeaclied. If they want 
years, that is a fault which time will be sure to mend. Tho 
law deelaroB tlicra to be men; but even were llicy as young 
as Mr. Olcott assarts, wo have no syrapatby with tho aneera 
of the Executive Committee against youth. These sneers 
cannot be justi&cd, even by the mature age of those from 
Thorn they come. Tho honor and reputation of those yonng 
men ore as dear to them, to the Director, to the Scientifio 
Council, to their parents, relatives and friends, as that of any 
( n among ns. We challenge tho city of Albany to 

produce four young men more exemplary in llieir characters, 
or excellent in their ntliiiumeDts. 

Hiiai was their position? Pjarning from the goTcmment 
by BOientiBc labor a mere pittance, by labor oontinaed 
through so many hours of the day that it lias boon adjudged 
throughout the world to be a day's full taslt, tliey never- 
theless volanteered to assist Dr. Gould in his gratuitous and 
severe toil at the Dndley Observatory. Beoeiving no support 
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from tiie Obacrvatory, barely provided with a place to shel- 
ter tliemselvca, and esseutial, lij its proximity to tlio Observa- 
tory, to tlie execution of work by iiij^lit nr l.j day, ivith no 
comforta or luxarics of furniture or appliances of domestio 
lifa provided at the coBt of the Trustees, — at least the 
iadep^dence of ibtai position should hmre been acknoirl- 
edged hj the Board; and they ahoald have been treated with 
gentlemanly mildness and coartesy, perhaps even with some 
indications uf synipatliy and regard wliicli uiiglit servo as a 
I'ecognition of their noble zeal and disiuterestednesa. No 
rude remark, no criticism of the conduct of their friend 
Dr. Gould, no haughty assumption of contrast of position 
should have been uSed by the visiting Trustees. A smile 
rather tlian a rade rebuke should hare followed any esbibi- 
tion of irritation or lusty temper, conseqnent upon- the 
guierOQB impulses of yonth in defence of their preceptor 
and friend. We have only the ex parle statements of the 
assistants theraflolTes, ozoopt in one case, where the Trustee's 
own acuoiint of his conduct was sucli as to coiid<^iiiii liiin in 
the eyes of the friend to whom he related it. The Truitecs 
seem to have forgotten that these young gciillcuicii were not 
their paid employees, and that the office of showman, altliougli 
constantly and courteously discharged by thcui, formed no 
part of the duties which they had so generously ajid iiobly 
Tolnatoered to perform. Tlio visiting Trustees had no right 
to accost them as they did, making demands upon them 
which sliould liave been addressed to tlie Direetor, if to any 
one. Had tho assistants been salaried as astronomers by 
the institotioa, their treatment by Messrs. Armsby, Wilder 
and Pruyn would have been indefensible, and the vote uf tlio 
Trustees entirely inexcusable. We shonld have been glad 
bad the Trustees enabled ns to look at the other side, bnt 
they have deoUued to do this. We can therefore only say 
that, aa far as we ondeistand the case, the rudeness was on 
the part of the visiting Trustees, not of the "juvenile snbor- 
dinates," and that the conduct of the latter was remarkably 
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" JSte leBolationB of tbs Oommittee rslstive to llo insnlta ofibied to 
the TmsCse^ drew from Di. Qould fha eilnordiduy letter bsfiwe 
refiarod to, nt Mh; SIsL In Ihts totter Dr. Qonld aaks tbe Oomnuttee 
(d iBiraDd the reEoIuUons, redisos to Bnile nitb the Tnulees b preparing 
rules and Tegalations tct cdiuk^Lon to l!ie Obserrobsy, deelioeg to 
instruct his young men to treat Tisilera vtith oirilitj, and expresses sur- 
piiBe at resolutions bo " improper and unjoat." He eren eulogies sa 
" grniHtmtn," as " aitronomeri," as patron aunla of the IniCitntian — 
" hta jonog asiriiuite," not one of whom are piobalilj oni of their leait. 



42 



3ti$ Utter affordt mffiiMMj«tl\fie<aiim for ttnainaltag hit rdatfont 
in'tA thit Taititnlion, hdIbbb sirogance, insolaDoe and Doooait are suited 
(o dio taste of gEntlemen of this Boaid." 

By thig " extraordinary letter " of Dr, Gould ITo may well 
be coiitc'iit to be judged. It is a model of a plain, direct, 
manly, independent Btatement. Tji-anta only object to such 
addrcssea. Tlie angry President concludes tliat This letter 
Cfffardt su^denl justification fny tcrmliialiTig his rc/t/liijin ji-illi this 
inititution, udIces orroiiance, insolence and conceit arc suited 
to t!ie tHste of gentleincn of tliis Board." The letter is at 
hand, fenow-eiii^eiis ; you havB read it If ttio Trosteea 
liavc placed a right construction upon it has been eiTone- 
ouely oonatrued by ui. 

We oan see only a proper appeal to a oomimttee who have 
passed resolntionB iqjarloQa, in Dr. Qonld's view, to the 
interests of the Observatory, and ineulting to his assisteots. 
If he had felled to aek a recousideration from the Committee, 
he would hare failed in h'm duty. The Committee had, 
unheard, condemned liis associates, a foreshadowing of the 
action of the Board subsequently in liia own case. Ho 
ajipcals mildly to the Committee, but their temper permits 
no Buch appeal to hate effect. The I'rcsident now insults, 
more grossly than before, these young men, " not one of 
whom are probably out of their teens," even inreDting 
ept&ets for Dr. Gould to give point to his sneers agunst 
" the patron saints of the institution," as ho absurdly alleges 
they wrrc called. Ala^, wliat a spectacle of tlie injustice to 

from the n-u.slLiLii5 i-avca^m of tlic miitm-c bi;t angry I'rcsident 
of the Board. 

We will, if -Mr, Olcott tliooscs, ailvise Dr. Gould to submit 
hie caae to any impartial tribunal, upon this letter, and to 
vacate his place without a struj^le, if it is decided, as 
Mr. Oloott asserts, that " This letter afibrds sofficient jnsUG- 
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cation for torminatins his rclationa with thia institution-" 
That the " arrogauce. insolence and conceit " of tbis 
letter are not there, coh. Mlnir-citizens. will readily see. 
The "arrogance and conceit" ivlnch induce a man of iinanco 
t nd (ake to r n it fiC liis pro- 

fession, show why and liow lui' lu is iticompfteut In jndL'-e of 
this tetter. If we also eonsider hia temper — the exhil>ition 
of irhich in this letter of charges, is m remarkable contrast 
wifli that Bhowa hj Dr. Qonld m hia letters — the caae 
against Mr. Olcott becomes oonclaaive. If this letter were 
adequate cause for Dr. Gould s remofal. why not remove him 
Dpou It? Why go to tbo length of trunipinc up a scries of 
friTolons. absurd and malignant charges against liim? It 
would have been meeting Dr. Gould in a manly spirit had 
Mr. Oloott preferred ohat^efi on tbia letter before the Oonn- 
oil, and demanded npon this Dr. Gould's disndssaL 

In what portion of this letter Ut. Olcott would find 
justification for terminating relations with Dr. Gonld, ia 
inconceiTablc to ns; and it is not wonderful that he did not 
attempt, by argument or resolution, to Tindicate his assertion 
to those of his associates irhom he controls with such 
absolnte sway. Is it to Ijc found in l!io lLii;bly di^'nilied and 
res|)ei;iriil array of argniiient, with whidi Dr. Gould meats 
the unguarded and intemperate resolutions of the Trustees, 
and without a harsh or improper word shows their absolnte 
inconsiBtenoy with the scientific conduct of the Observatory? 
Was it that he did not understand hia position, and submit 
with the cringing humility of a servaut to the first intimation 

The iirit resolutiou, which claims tlmt the land of the Obser- 
vatory, wliicli was devoted by General Vau Rensselaer to the 
' service of astronomy, shall be daily opened as a place of 
popular atnnsement, and given np with nnconstrained freedom 
to noisy sports, is absnrd. To condemn Dr. Gonld for hia 
quiet and simple remonstrance to this absurd proposition, 
comes with an ill grace firom one who has, with ostrcine care, 



protected liis own estate from the intruaion even of the eje 
of a iirLs.^iiirr siranmr. We niist.-iin Dr. QnM'^ etjiiallv o.iiliii 
rcplj to the second reaolution of the Trnatees, ivliioh would 
(lecii'ivii uio i^ircRLOr oi uie oxeiusivi: iinm:r '>i iLiiiiiii.i.iiiir 
and reiecting nnofficwl ■viBitere. The Trustees can unnir uo 
good antbority in support of tius claim, wnicu w ciilirelj' 
incom|iaublB mih the admimetration oi a wcii-recuiaioa inati- 
tuuoni and even in tbe poor instance citcu oy Mr. Wilder, 
in which a public observatory acems to have been offered as a 
place of nmnsement, the offer came from the Director^ end not 
from a aupcrior authority. But in this portion of Dr. Gould's 
kttoivtliL' Cuiiiiril road iIll' most coiiviiiciiiff assurances of hia 
di^sirc lo giaul overy pus.'ibic facility for the graiilioation of 
a laudable curiosity; and so far is the letter, in tliis reapeet, 
from glvii^ the foundation of a complaint against him, that, 
combined with our knowledge of hia character, it is a warrant 
for the claim that the Obaervatory, nnder hia direction, would 
be preSminently diatinguiahed for the intellectual profit which 
it wonld freely give to its visiters. 

To the third reaolnti on, with its studied sneers, the reply of 
Dr. Gould was uecossariiy firm and decisive. The demand that 
"at any and dl liuurs any of the Trustees should have free 
access" to the Olj.-^i'rvatory, ''with or without friends," — in- 
volving, perhaps, an equally free access to hia private dwoUing- 
honse, ia which the duplicate keys were to be deposited " for 
the sole and escluaive use of the Trosteea," will probably ba 
decided against them by the pnblic, nhich is not yet read; to 
sustain such an inqnii^itorial and despotic resolution, nnd our 

in wliicii the young men of the ObaOrvatory arc apukon of as 
boya, and the Birector is rcqueated to addreas them in words 
which involve robuko and oenaure, at least, if not insult, ia 
declined by Dr. Gould with a gentlemanly dignity which we 
strongly api»'ove, while we also aympathize with hia honora- 
ble recognition of their serrieea, and cordially unite in it. 
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In ooadaaion, we declare tliat tliia letter, whii;)i ^fr. Olcott 
CondemnB, meets our hcartj approbation and full fioiieurreiicc. 

15. The Clocks and Ckronosmpks.^roijn fi>- JwciiUc com- 
l,a,uon. and vhil.r^. 

The N'„mal Ckrk.—Thc nttompt. to make Dr, Gould respon- 
sible for the non-arrival of tlie normal sidereal clocli, is truly 
preposterous. He b&e written repeated]; to the maker, and 
the delaj in its completion li&s borne more hardlj upon the 
Director than upon any one else. 

The CloiA of Mmn. Blunt.— Ut. Olcott allcgcB that "the 
beantiftil dock given by flie Me=L!r3. Blunt, of Nciv York, was 
not acceptable to Dr. Oonld, but he L'\prc£-i;[| a widk tliat 
theywonid take it back and give sometLing else in its place," 
Will it be believed that this " onacoeptable " present of the 
Messrs. Blunt is actually so much prized by Dr. Gonld that 
he has used it in the stead of the Normal Olook 7 We have 
seen this noble timepieoe filling this important place in the 
Dudley Observatory. 

Electrical Clocks. — We come now to the consideration of 
tlio cloclts constructed bv direction of Dr. Gould, and pro- 
nounced by Mr. Olcott uacloss only as toys for the entcft-nn- 
meiit of Ilia juvenile companions, and of visiters. 

It is well known to those who have acquaintance with the 
history of^ astronomy, that the application of electnoil; to 
astronomical pnrposes, and especially to the recordiog of 
observations, is an American invention. It has been developed 
and applied estcnsively in connection with the Uoast-Burvey 
operations undi?r tlic lalu Sears C. Walker and Dr. Gould, 
and it was cipcuti^d by astronomers lliat the Dudley Obser. 
vatory wonld fumisli the most perfect arrangements of this 
application yet devised. 

It iras therefore the earnest desire of Dr. Gould and of 
the Scientific Oonucil that this part of the Observatory equip- 
ment should be of the moat elaborate description, and farnish 
another forward step in the^ "American method." For this 
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purpose Dr. Gould, after much lliOHght, devised a sjatem of 
clocks niif! diaVs to carry out tlie pssciilial n'lmisiu'.s of the 
plan. New combinations of clock-mccbaiiiiiQi weri; required 
for this purpose; and with the aaaiataaoe of Mr. Farmer, one 
of the most mgenions meohanicians of onr day, llie desired 
leBult hoB been accomplished. The stem oonsiBta of Wo 
classes of clocks, which are intended for quite different 
purposes. The one class belon;;,? to flic exclusive astronomi- 
cal cnndiict of the Obscrvatriry, ^[id tlie oilier is for tlie trans- 
mission of tinic-siynals to distant places and their reception 
there. Tbc rcL^ulator of lliu first is to be the normal sidereal 
dock, the moans for purchasing, which w&B provided bj the 
liberality of Air. Corning. It is true this clock has not yet 
been received; but anyone aciiuainted with the tardiness 
with wliich orders of tliia k ind are lilled might have ottribnted 
the delay to some more probable and certainly more cliari- 
table cause than the negligence >;/' f f. Gould. It is certainly 
strange tbat he should be censiii'L'd for completing all the 

the standai'd clock arrived, to put tlic sv.Uem imraediatclv in 
operation. STeanwhile, througii the kindness of his friends, 
Messrs. Blunt, a clock has been lent the Observatory, tempo- 
rarily to Bopply the plaos of the one not yet leceivcd. And 
this clock, — BO far from beiog rqeotcd by Dr. Gould, as Mr. 
Olcott's remarks wonid imply, — has been In constant, active 
service siueo the work of tlio Observatory commenced. The 
standard clock is to bo placed in the basement, imbedded in 
masonry, to obviate as far as possible the effects of changes 
of temperatare, and protected by a case, by which the moistore 
is excluded and prcTented from affecting the delicacy of the 
workmanship. But though misceii itself, it transmits by means 
of the electric oarrent, tick by tick, its measurement of time 
to three dials, (not separate clocks, as Mr. Olcott would lead 
lis readers to suppose,) placed iu the three prinoipol observing 
rooms of the building. Dependent npon the Bidoreat time 
obtained by astroaomical obserrotioD, is the series of dials 
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which indicate tho mean, or ordinary solar, time of the Obser' 
yatory. The pendulum for thia pnrpose ia itacif suataiued in 
motion b; galranic agency, and also regulates tliree dials in 
different parts of the establishmcQt, Iieaide the great marble 
Dial of the entrance hall, knavu oa the Ooriiiiig clock. 

The other gjstem, intended fbr commimioatiDg time-BigiialB, 
coDsiBta of two parts, one designed for transmission of the 
signal, and tlie otlier attiiched to the distant cloek for ita 

received. 

A part of tilts machinery has been placed iu one of the 
looma in the dwelling-hoiiBe for more easy obserTation of the 
TOrkiog of tbe syaUm, and the remtunder ia kept ooQBtantlr 
in action, in order to make any corrections which experience 
may deem necessary. "We must confess tiiat we are somewhat 
sarprised that Mr. Olcott should sar those clocks arc " use- 
less only as toys for the cntortiuumeut of Dr. GoEild'a ju- 
venile companinns, iiiii! of viaitera," when it may be gathered 
from all hk ^oiiiiil^, iliii; Iho moet important object of the 
Observatoi-y i;, In lii; juJt'Oiiicnt, to esoite popular wonder. 

It must be evident to the observaat reader, from the whole 
tenor of Mr. Oloott's remarkEi, that the EsecatLve Committee 
consider tJnemselres Mlj eqnal to the task of eondnoting the 
ftstronomicnl work of the ObsBiratoiy themselves ; that, not 
content with tho fiaancial mani^ement of the establiehaent, 
thoy attempt to assume, tbe direotion of the astronomical 
operations; that Br. Oanld and the Soientifio Conaeil are 
merely a part of the maohinerf of the establishment, to bo 
directed and operated Upon in' order to prodaee results eor- 
responding with the pecolior notions of the Trostoes. It ia 
to be regretted that the Tmgtoes were not more explicit in 
tlie begiiininfi in regard to tlieir fiewa and intentions. The 
Scientilic Council supposed that tlioy were to haye tho sole 
direction of tlio scientific part of the cafablisliment. They 
placed full reliance in the statements of Mr. Olcott and the 
other members of the Exeonhre Committee, that they were 
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aware they had no Itnowlctlgo of aatronomy, nnd that they 
desired to bo cntirclv guided by tlie advice of tlic Council in 
aatronomioal mattei a. It would, hoivcvcr, now appear that 
these were mere rhetorical expressions, mtcnded to osalt the 
importance of their knowledge by a show of modesty, and 
that the real object of the election of a SoientiEc Council 
nas to parade tiiem forth oa special occasions, and like the 
BtiperuiunerarleB of a mook tboatncal procession, to give 
tinsel dignity to fho pageant. 

This might be coinpatible with the views of Mr. Olcott 
and his colleagues, but it was far from the conceptions of tlio 
members of tlic frcicnlihc Council : and neither tlicir self- 
respect nor tln'ir ideas of the true advaneomeiit ol science 
would hare permitted tliem for a niomcnt to lend their 
names to mioh a systom of foUy and absurdity. The Trus- 
tees ought to he aware of the liict tiiat in attempting to ' 
establish a great institution, and in calling the attention of 
the wbole civilized world to their efforts, they have involved 
the reputation of the Scientific Conncil, of the city of 
Albany, and of the whole United States. They should, 
farther, be iiivare that there ia a pravcr consideration than 
that imjh i>]i,I nu,' Mil u! ill ium , tnl with the 
ibtiUi-hni lit lu'nih.ili, 111 lal (Q tt nhiLli iwH b. sure to 
follow an abortive attempt of tlim kind, preveuting future 
donations for founding scientific, establisliments in our 
oonntry. It is not only that the generous gifts of Mrs. Dud- 
ley and the other liberal coiitribntors will be worse t^an 
squandered should the present course bo insisted on, bat that 
all confidence in the ability of Boards of Trustees to manage 
affairs of this kind will be seriously impaired, if not de- 
stroyed. 

IG. The TiwisitJiutrmaU,—Wo agree with Br. Oonld, 
that under the present oircumBtanoes of the Observatory it 
was not deurable to mount the large transit-instrument. 
The small one already monntcd is adequate to give time for 
the regular operations of the institution, and for the other 
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imrpoBeB for vHioIi it is now employea. To ezpose the firat- 
nained oostly instroment to injurr, by monntiDg; it before it is 
to be need, is not expedient. The means, too, mast obfiooaly 
be taken from Bome other pnrpose, which, as Dr. Gonld cor- 
rectly stated in his letter to the Esceutivo Committee, ahould 
take precedence of thia. While the Observatory ia not only 
deficient in meana, but has Tery few assistanta for observing 
and computing, the addition of an instmment which is not in- 
dispensable is to bo avoided. The suggestions of Dr. Gonid 
were judicionsi they tended to economy and elBcacy, and the 
Executive Oommittee, it seems to us, were traveling out of 
iJieIr province, when they urged the mounting of thia instru- 
nienL It may do for Mr. Olcott to adopt their views, hut we 
cannot sanction the proceedinix. Thr; Coiiimittp!! should at 
least have advised with the Scienlilio Cowac:'., bcfon; deciding 
a aoiontifio question against the niiutlijr. 

17. The Mertdiaa-CiTcle, — In tliis superb iostninient there 
are embodied such & variety and combination of improvements 
that there is a fall measure of repntation for all concerned in 
its production. The beauiry and finish of its execution, and 
the consummate perfection of the design, in which all the 
su^cstions arc so admirably combined, attest at one view 
tlie masterly skill of the makers, Messrs. Fistor & Martina; 
bnt our present duty is to consider tlie especial merits of the 
Director of the Observatory in relation to ita couatruotion. 
There are a few instruments in the world of such eicellenco 
as always to have been called by the name of him who had 
the final reaponsibili^ of the plans for their construetion. 
8noh areBopsold's Heliometer, Airy's^tszimnth inatmnient, 
HaSBler's Theodolite, and such ia thia Meridian- Circle. Dr. 
Gonld is in intimate correspondence with ail the principal 
MtlOQOmerg of the world, and we bflieve thstt no man ean 
exhibit more nnanimous proofs o( tbc confidence of his 
.brethren in soience, or more richly deserves them. He has 
been a faithfnl stndent in the Observatories of GSttingen, 
Berlin, Greenwich and Paris, and is most familiar with those 
4 
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&t Oxford, Cambridge, Altona, Bonn and Pulkowa, aa well as 
a great number of oliBervatoriea of less widely extended 
reputation. He frankSy diaonaaod the first plan of hia Me- 
ridian-Circle with the Directors of many obaervatoriea, and 
it ia due to these distinguished men to say that their oriti- 
cisme and suggestions were given with earnest and sympa- 
thizbg cordiality; and here, as in all his interconrao with 
generouB men, the respect and friendship which were at first 
manifeBted hitve never been witlidrawn. It would ho impoa- 
sible to describe this great inatrumciit in a few scntencca. 
and the greater part of ita remarkahlo improtcmeata liayo 
been commeraoratcil fo the world by Uie letter of Encke. 
There are several of its improvements which have even es- 
caped the notice of this diatingaished astronomer, apd which 
must be reserved fbr tho soieutifio desoription of the instrD> 
ment It is BnEGdent to saj in one vord, that it stands witfa- 
ont a rival, the noblest inatrament of ita class which has 
been constrncted, and that wo are indebted, before all others, 
to Dr. Gould for its conception. It is the offspring of bis 
genius, and the degree of personal feeling must be intense 
which would sever the Director from this instrument without 
giving him tho opportunity of establishing its reputation, and 
Boonring it from the obloquy behind which some unskillful ob- 
server might seek to hide hia own incapacity. The circle is 
already moimted, bo far aa the transit elemBnt is involved, 
and no time has been lost in the ezeantion of the del^tQ 
attendant operations. One of the greatest improvements in 
tho construction of the instrument consrated in tlie imbedding 
of tho micro scope- tubes into the ringle stooea oenatitnti:^ 
the piers, by which the utcnost solidity is aeonred to their 
position. The drilling, which is greatly augmented by this 
process, requires to ho conducted with extreme precision. 
The happy idea of protecting the piers from rapid changes of 
temperature and dampness, by a clothing of non-conduoting_ 
material included withia an external wooden casing, has been 
here introduced for the first time, and these ooverings require 



Digitized by Coogle 



51 

to be fally completed before the niioroaoopes can reoeire their 
final monatisg, and tlie Instnunent be readjr for the vork of 
adjnsEment. 

18. MicToicopei. — Another frivoloua charge against Dr. 
Gould ia that of secdiag off parts of the meridian-circle 
without the conaent of the President of the Board of TruS' 
teea. The misdemeaDOr, set forth in this charge, conaiats in 
pattii^ into the hands of Ur. Spencer (to whom had been 
confided the making of the great HeHometer) {he microscopes 
intended to read the fine gradnation on the limba of tlie 
circle. Examination of these eight microacopes led Dr. 
Gould to bclioTC that they required a alight modification, in 
order to obviate all danger of flexure. After consultation 
with Mr. Spencer, he states that lie took the precaution (quite 
superfluous under anj oriiinarj circumstances) of asking and 
obtaLniuj; autliority from Mr. Olcott liimaclf. The change 
was of a trifling character, consisting in the addition of a 
ring of brass, vitii two p^a and a apring. It might readily 
be removed at any time, md the idea that it conld possibly 
interfere vlth any daiins of tiie Trosteea against the makera, 
is ridicnlona even did any ground for cl^s of any sort exist. 
It would be diffioolt to espl^ so fiiTolons a charge, except 
by attributing it to the promptings of prq'ndioe and ill- 
feeling. 

19. Cmttmved delay.— UnfoWhi ^ !!lmks.— 'S\r. Oloott would 
80cm to think that the meridian-iustrmneiits are iiitendcii for 
a less useful but more popular purpose than their real one; 
since he allndes to "tiio unfolding glories whioh they are 
espeoted to TBTeaL" 

The preparations for monntmg the meridian-oirole have 
been a work of great labor and thought. The instroment, 
together with its microscopes, counterbalances, adjustments, 
Ac, ia supported bj two stone picra, weighing somewhat more 
than seven tons each, cnt away in varions placca and perfor- 
ated with cyiindrieal holes, the position and direction of 
wMdi reqnire a^ostment with almost mathematical preciaion. 
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This labor cannot be compared with that attending the erec- 
tion of any other meridian-circle, inaamuch as the peculiarities 
of construction of this one entail this peculiar 'care in mouDt- 
ing. The work of drilling and cuttini; the liolea occupied the 
continued labor of from tivo to four men for seren weeka, and 
demanded constant super in tcndonco and device. The neces- 
sary measurements and markings alone reqaired long-con- 
tinued tud close application. The stone piers again are 
oovored with a tightlf fitted clothing of a felt-like fabnc 
woven especutllj for the pnrposo. and then provided vith a 
casing of wood, satorated on each surface wnu a solution of 
Bhellnc The obiecu of these coTerinirs is to exciuuc tiie 
influence of temperature and moisture irom uie piors : and 
they are renaercH important uv the eircumstaucc that the 
debcateiy aijjustea hilclo-; cones are supponeu uy tno stone 
itself. Every preeanunn nas Liccn taken iviuch the ejipen- 
enoe of the worid sugircstcu. to renaer ibo observations to be 
maoe witu una spieaaiu instrumeuc as periect aa tue preseut 
state of stdenca will aHow. 

To accuse Bf. Oonid of tardiness or delay in this work, is 
to speak witiont knowledge, or to pervert truth. We will 
not assert tliat Mr. Olcott was actuated by the latter motive ; 
but the confidence with which bis incorrect assertions aro 
ottered, ahowa cither an aaaumption of astronomical knowl- 
edge, or a recklcseness of aaacrtion entirely iitooQipatible 
vitii justice. 

So far from being delayed or protracted, the work has been 
advanced . gnite as rapidly as could hare been reasonably 
expected, had the whole time of Dr. Gould been aviulable for 
this purpose alone. Even had his mind not been oppressed 
and harassed with care and anxiety, the work of putting np 
this inatmment would of itself have creditably repi'caonted 
the time employeii. Wliea it ig rememliered what a multi- 
tude of Oilier occopationa have weighed upon bis mind, to 
distract his attention and absorb his time, onr Iwgnage 
regarding -this unfinmded twcnsation of delay will not be con< 
sidered ton serere. 
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Since meridiaii-iiistmineiitB IQm the otrolQ and transit are 
altogether unfit for somtiiiiziDg the physical pecidiaritieB of 
celestial hodies, and are desigDed esclosivelj for measnre- 
monts of position, tbe rhetorical flourish relative to "panting 
for the nafolding glories wMcli fhej are expected to rereal," 
13 ludicroaa. 

20. IiKOmpelency. — Anotlier grave charge, Borionsly affect- 
ing the character of Dr. Gould, is that of incorapotency. To 
'render thia ehargo more caiphatical, it is printed in italics. 
" The tratli," says Jlr. Olcott, " in my judgement, lies in a nat- 
shell. It is a diecrcot uawilliagccss to teat liis skill as a 
practical astronomer." 

This charge does not affect Dr. Gould alone, but also tlio 
Scientiflc Council. It elmrgeg them — eitlior with recklcsaneaa, 
ia placing without proper caution a man ^t the head of the 
Obgorratory who was incapable of dbclmrgiag its duties; or, 
when knowing his infirmities, with saeriGcing the interests of 
the Observatory to personal considerations. Wo emphati- 
cally discl^m both of these allegations! and, tiioi^h Ux. 
Olcott may, from Mb financial sscoess in life, have good reason 
to place full reliance upon his judgement in money matters, we 
think he OTcrestimates its value when called to pronotmce upon 
matters pertaining to astronomical science. However infallible 
his judgement may be in ordinary affairs, tlie confidence he re- 
poses in it, as applied to this snbjeot, may possibly be fallacious. 

But who is this Dr. Gould, who has thus been pronounced 
incompetent? Though self-respect might prevent him from 
answering this qnestion himself, yet the Scientific Council 
when sconsedof a want of oantion or honesty on his acoomi^ 
may bo permitted to answer it Dr. Ooald graduated at 
Cambridga with h%h honors. He early resolved to devote 
himaelf to astronom/, and for this pnrpose passed four years 
in Europe. He devoted one year to study at Berlin, under 
Sncke, one to research at Gottingen, under Qauss, and nearly 
two years more to labors at the Imperial or Boyal obaerva 
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torleB of England, rranoe aai Itnesia] under the Bnperiiiten> 
deuce of mon like Airy, Arago, Stnive, BiuiBeD, Scbnmaoher, 
Seo., &o. la this vaj lie iras enabled to becone acquainted 
witli the pccaliaritios of each observafory, and from the talents 
(and wo may say genius) whict lie eihibitcd in the acquisition 
of liio old and suggestion of new Itnowleage, lie gained general 
esteem, and the warm friendship {of wliich we have abun- 
dant proof) of the moat diatingaiahed astrosomere of Europe. 
Eeturning to America, he was employed on the Coaat Surrey 
aa succesBOr to the illustrious Walker, in tho practical deter- 
miaations of longitodes by the telegraphic syatein; and we 
beg to place the positive resnlts of his labors in thla line 
^;^st the jndgoment of Ur. Olcett, however cooMontly 
ojprEBBed. 

When, a few yeara ago, tho astronomical expofliiion urnlcr 
Lieut. Gilliss had been fitted out by the U. S. Govcr.,mi;nt 
and sent to Chile, for the porpose of determioing the distance 
of the sun from the earth — this being the great astronomical 
unit npon which all our measorements of the vast distances 
of apace depend — nearly three years wore devot'ed, by the 
accomplislicd officer m charge and bis assistants, to obtaiuing 
a scries of extended and minute observations. Upon the 
return of the eipedition, the whole collection of observations, 
made in pursuance of the objects of the expedition, was placed 
by the Secretary of the Navy, in the hands of Dr. Gould for 
reduction and tlic determination of the desired quantities. Tho 
manner in which this work was performed may bo seen by 
the published results ; and even if it should be pronounced 
by TSi. Oloott an evideuoe of the anUior's unskillfnlneEia, we 
think we shall be able to ahow, in opposition to this judge- 
ment, that it has met the general approbation of tlie scientihe 
world. Dr. Gould has continuously sustained, at liis own 
expense, for the last nine years, an Astronomical Journal of 
the first class. Through its columna the principal additions 
to aatronomj which have been made in onr connti7 during 
the period above mentioned, have been ^ven to the world. 
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It has become & standard of reference in the history of 
astronomy, which, on account of the connection of its Editor 
with the Dudley Observatory, has served, with other circum- 
staaoos, to render the name of this ostablishment familiar to 
every astronomer. We need not dwell farther on the labors 
of Dr. Gould, but it will be sufficient to refer to the astro- 
nomical periodicals of the last dozen years for an answer to 
the question — " What has be done ? " Hia labors ia oonneo- 
tion with the ObBermtory will he mentioned hereafter. In 
coDcladtng; this part of our statement, we cannot retirain firoin 
expressing our agtonishment lliat Mr. Olcott should prBsume 
to pronounce a judgement in this case. 

It is evident that the Trustees and the Scientific Council 
have Tiows of tlie Observatory incompatible with each other. 
The aims of the two arc as different as the motiveB of those 
who seek mere notoriety are from the wotiTea of fiiose who 
seek true reputation. Tlie great object of the former seems 
to be to make an impression upon the popalar mind, Ijy means 
of a display of imposing instrnmcnts and apparatus. The 
olfject of the Scientific Council ia to render the institution a 
means of producing original odditioas to knowledge, which 
may command the approval of tiic scientific world and confer 
lasting honor upon the Observatory. 

21. The gratuity to the maters of the meridiaa-drek. — The 
next charge is that of sending, without anthority from the 
Soard, (300 as a gratuity to the makers of the merldian-oir- 
de. To show the ba^s of this, we quote itom the letter of 
Dr. Gould to these mechanicians, Messrs. Pistor & Martins, 
of Berlin : 

" I had hoped io announco to joa before noir that the meiidian-circle 
wns i!Ct up and adjusted, and to inclose a few hundred dollats u Eke rea- 
soaable contrihution o{ the Trustees of tbo Observalocj to reinibnrBe Jou 
fur llie unforeseen eipenaes iocutred. • • • • I feel myself 
bonnd in honor (o proCeet you. ageinat loss &Dm en bUnunsut fiir wtiuih 
I Gonlncted with you, as well as plumed in some meesuie ; and all the 
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warn, nuimnob aa t baUava it to ba a most lumorahle and beanlifiil aped- 
man of jodt ddll. '^1 joo, tbersfbte, bare tbe goodnua to dnv apoa 
me tat $800 at leu daya' ingli^ wlrieh draft ahell b« dolj kmorad." 

l^Ia letter needs no comment from us. It is in keeping 
with Dr. QouId'H character, and «iU] liia course ainee he has 
been connected with the Dudley Observatoiy. It certainly 
required ingenuity on tlio part of tlie Fresidcot of the Board 
to make it asanme eren liie semblance of an accusation 
against faim. Bat tliis ia not aU. Dr. Gould Las laid before 
DH his correapondenee wltt Mr. Olcolt npon thia Bubjcct, and 
we have aeon that it contains a full eiplanation of the matter, 
— the courteoua and forbearing tone of Dr. Gonld's replies 
contrasting strongly with tbe offenaive Btjle of the letters 
from Mr. Olcott, tu which they are in anewer. 

Accusjtioii.i duAi ad thcae, when properly stated, only 
dcclari: Iht^ u:iji]ier and apirit of the accuser, and result in 
doing honor to tlic accused. 

22. Geatlman from Wen. — The storjr- of the genQeman 
from tlie Wes^ vhich is introduced by Mr. Olcoit, has been 
traced, by the help of one of the Tmsteea, from its origin to 
its present form, and we declare that it grew out of a singla 
mi a conception, exaggerated until it took ita present dimen- 
aioiia — reminding uB of that trite history of exaggeration 
which each one will refer to at oqco for himself. 

23. Op}ositvi% to Pn^^xn-BacU. — L^tw to tie "Jlbam 
KnickerbocTcer." — In order to cooviot Dr. Gonld of misstate- 
ments, Mr. Olcott actually undertakes to overlook the fact, 
which bo has preTioualy stated with some elaboration, that 
the arrangement, made with the SupcrintendeuL i>i iiiii i;(iaac 
Survey in 1855, was auperaeded in .lanuary bv ihe contract 
which placed the Obaervatory under the ciiari 

tiiio Council. Wc assert tliat at tliat niei; 
distioetly stated that ha liad received Mr. Oicoli s iiroposi- 
tion, as a member of the ScientiBc Council, uuu men uuu 
there proceeded to espreas a renewal of the aceeplanoe in 
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the same copacitj. The Oliservatory was pl&oed — OS Hr. 
Olcott'a letter to Professor Henry, already quoted, States — 
under tho charge of Dr. Gould, swijert only to the ScittUifie' 
Council. The fact that Dr. Gonld and his assistants are otB- 
cers of the Coa.st Survej, does not place the institution in 
any way under the control of that worlc, whatever may be ita 
legal right growing oat of the longitade^iperations atill in 
progress. 

24. PecalfUion, — It ia difficult to cooTey our idea in regard 

to this charge, withont using such strong language as we pre- 
fer not to employ. To say that it \s uiitnre ; that it has not 

shadow of reality or a:; (■xcli^c for il — ivoiilJ bo I'^i'lilr, com- 
pared with the convictioua that we have of the character of 
the imputation. That a man who aa Trustee was rcspousible 
for the funds of the donors, and charges himself, in order to 
chat^ Dr. Qould, with " WEtstoful expeuditurca," should 
bring such an accuEatioD, which ia sure to recoil, strikes us as 
most extraordinary. There would be as much foundation for 
any other infamous charge as for this. This is not like the 
arraignment of being ignorant of practical astronomy, which 
tlie banlier may prefer againit tlie aitronomer ivhliout feeling 

totncd to handle funds of his own and of other people, and 
who ehonld bo sensitive in regard to a charge of peculation. 

ThtB assertion, that Dr. Godd " indlTidnally pockets, in 
addition to his salary, the very considerable income fiom lon- 
gitude determinations," we solemnly, after deliberate investi- 
gation, pronoonoe nnsnpported by a shadow of foundation. 
Mr. Olcott's insiDiiation, " this explains his past anxiety to 
grasp the legislative appropriation," is in perfect keeping 
with ttie rest of Mr. Olcott's charge^ and we feel that it will 
bnt add to the ind^ation felt by oVery right-minded man 
who reads the attack. 

The acconnts paid by Dr. Qould, and for which he has 
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exhibited tona the voachers, nre, — for material g, (58.29; for 
pay-roll of persons, (215.03: for traveling; cxpiin.w.^, tTO.75; 
for Eubsistoncc of two assi^t^nti-, $124.00; for TOnUiijjoiicIcs, 
batteries, meas^a, 4c., (G5.C5; for freight and cartage, 
(64.41 ; putting np line of we, (43.75 ; for aecODii pay-roll 
of persons to June 23, $118.29; for BDbaiBtence of aaaiat- 
anta, (28.00; for atono fonndatioDa, (49.94; for hardware, 
(6.96; for lumber, $64.51; for carpenter's work, (18.50; 
making a total of (928.94. 

Asaiatant Dean, Snb-ABaistant Goodfallow, and Artificer 
2IoDam)eIl, of the Coast Survey, were engaged in tiie opera- 
tiona, drawing their tegular sdlaries from the Surrey. Of the 
snm of (928.94, diabureed by Dr. Gould, mis ^ ^ 
adixauxd by Mr. Olcatt. 

So much ibr the oharge of peculation I Will public juetioe 
permit anch a chai^ to be made and not take oognizance 
of it? 

25. Letter to the German Journal. — The matter of Ti- 
Gould'B letter to the Astronomical Journal iiin,.,a 
perfectly simple one. He and hia assistants are bound to 
render certain sorriocB daring ofBco-hours, fixed by the Got- 
ornmont at sis houra per day. For tliis ihoy receive their 
pay. This time is devoted to computations connected with 
the longitude-meaaurcmenta of the Coast Survey. Beyond 
these offlce-houre the GoTernment has no claim upon their 
time. They give their remaining time during the day, and 
their nights, to the Dudley Observatory. This honorable 
aervioo, for which the thanka of the Council are here tendered 
to them, should bo acknowledged with all praise. It is but 
scantily compensated by the advantage of the dwelling-rooms, 
derived from the Observatory, and fire, lights and furniture 
furnished by the Director tiom hb prirate means. It is such 
aervioe aa in well compensated in th 
abroad. We have had oocaaion to know positively that it is 
good service, futhful and lealous, intell^nt, skillfal Bcrvice, 
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— boaorable to the Director who oonld inspire tlie dsBire for 
it, and give tbe trainiog needed; most liODorable to tbeao 
"joung aspirants," vho it Is easy to see mil, at no distant 
daj, be among the leading spirits of astronomical research in 
onr ooantrj. It shows no small power of winning good-wiil 
and preeerviog it, that these joung men, thus working, sliould 
be devoted, aa they are, to Dr. Goald, — sympatliixing like 
brothera in his troubles, and readj at all times to relieve, as 
far as is in their power, his cares and anxieties. 

The idea of foondiag a charge of peculation upon this let- 
ter is one of the most estraordinarj tliat a reasonable man 
can oonccive. It goes to show how entirely onBt the Tras- 
tees'were, in temper and feeling, to sit in jndgemeDt upon Dr. 
Gould; and it sems to explain Uie accusations of indolence, 
prevarication and falsehood preferred nj;!ilii^l; the a^aiAanti 
of Dr. Gould. We must do these gentlemen the bare justice 
to saj that we ha^e met them offioially and privately for some 
days, and that one of us has knomi them for some years, and 
that in every particular their condnct Iias oommendod them 
to our high respect and regard. 

2G. CoojicraUtm. — Recurring to the idea of the cntional 
character of the Dudley Observatory, Mr. Olcott declares 
that the personal relations of Dr. Gould with Mitclicl, with 
Maury, n itli t!io Bonds, and with Briinnow, are snoh aa to pre- 
clude tlie Impc oi" ci'nci.'rt and coiiperatioii with tlieni. How 
utterly tliis i-i unwarranicd by the facts, is shown by the pages 
of the Astronomical Journal, edited by Dr. Gould, and which 
contains constant contributions from the Bonds, Manry and 
Briinnow! The number jest passing throug^i the press con- 
tains a leading article from the last-named astronomer. 

27. Sdc£tiott of Suilion, Point. — That Cambridge was not 
selected as the point to connect with Albany, is attributed to 
the jealousy of Dr. Gould — a perversion of a simple matter, 
which is almost too gross to notice. Scfflco it to say that the 
two stations within the State of New Tork were recom- 
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Diended hj the Scientific Council to tbe Regents of the TTni- 
versity, uniler wboEe direction tlie appropriation made bjr tils 
legislature of New York was planned, and received their 
sanction. The reasons which dotermiaed this choice are 
eaaUy shown, aud have reference simply to the Bcientifio 
details of the problem. 

28. FTospcrity o/the fni(i(M<ion— When the Scientific Conn- 
cil come to llbonf tbey fonnd the Bdentifio prosDerity of tho 
inatitntion to be voi&j of all commeadation. If the somo 
praise is not applicable to the financial afiairs, the financial 
officerB are aocountablo. If tho President of the Board of 
Tnutees has been unable to restraia the expenditures within 
the limits of judicious economy, then is ho unworthy of the 
high reputation wbich ho bears as an able financier. Bat, 
befbre he can claim, to laf the charge of aqnandering the 
fimda of the Dndlej Obaerretory at any door hut bia ovn, he 
should make a fall and clear exhibition of the state of the ' 
finances to Ins r,ollca!;uc!i and to the public. He should be 
called upon to place all the books and accounts of the insti- 
tution in the liaiidn of a, skillful iind incorruptible accountant, 
whose true and responsible atalement eon be the only foun- 
dation for an occupation of pecuniary dishonor. "We demand 
this invcstijjation in lustieo to ourselves, who are involved in 
the insinuations against our eollcague; we demand it in jus- 
tice to Dr. Gonld, aa his neoessarj defence ag^nat the 
wicked accoaations of voateM expenditure and of peoiiIa> 
tion ; wo demand it in justice to the donors, who hare trusted 
to our pledgca in theii giving, and whom this judgement oou- 
ccrns, if there should be any development of violated truat. 
Who will assume the reaponBibility of obstmoling snoh an 
invest^ation 1 

The donors aasuredly have a right to know what has be- 
come of their money — how mnah of it has been apent, and 
for what purposes — how much has been invested, and in 
what — and how mnch remains. It was collected by the use 



61 



of our names, and part of it on onr personal solicitation to 
tlic coiiti'ibiitois. Let tliese quostiona bo answered by Mr. 
Oloott. Wc were accepted aa a conncil bj the donors and 
friends of (lie Observatory. Wo have been appealed to by 
Mrs. Dudley to represent her donation, amounting to nearly 
tSO^OO. We liave been u:^cd by donors, both hero and out 
of Albany, to have this question tested. We call open Mr. 
Olcott to answer these and other questions of account; and, 
if be will not ansirei vs, ve call npon him to present to liis 
colleagues, the minority of the Board, soch a statement 

29. r^c Library. — This collection of books, vbtolk already 
consi^lt! of mort; Uiiiii u tluiudand vulumea, is peculiarly rich 
in cliiiici;, rare book?, dillieult of ordinary acCess. It attests 
the skill, diacrction and thoroiighnesa with TTbidi tho Director 
has diacharscd this accondarv uortion of hia daty. Some 
account oi the collection, wiucii nas noen gatnerea of the nn- 
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the inBtmmeiit. and lias iiiilicioiisl}- cmploved a sTiihrul 
mecbamciSin to make, under iiis diremnin, cnunnca 
wluch were BUggcsiou bv the inventor, iatrodii[;i"!; iiisu a 
elmple and ingcuioua improvement suirgustcd Ijv liimimlf. 
This asBlBtant baa also carefuUj arranged the whole matra- 
nient, and brought it into a Torkiog condition, an operation 
irhich occupied eevoral wcehs. It is now m perfect order, 
and Its operationa can be guided bv a carefid workman of 
ordluai v ciliiea.tioii. I tie alight repaira vhlch it Will con- 
atantlj aei^a arc estimated bv the mecbonical assiatant at 
about t2S a year, and lie is also of opinion that, with proper 
oare, it ib not in aangcr oi any acciaent wmcu can more man 
quadruple thia annual oatlay. It is now and then liable, ip 
its cODipntation, to the introdaotion of an error. This defect 
Beenis to be irremediable, and to be radieallj associated with 
the exquisite refinement of the construction ; but, whenever ' 
an error may occur, it is readily traced to its origin, and the 
corresponding correctiod admits of easy applicaliun. There 
is aUo i small liability to error in the typographical portion 
of tlio instrument, but l>r. Gould has here Buggoated a rem- 
edy which will probably bo succcasfnl. Ho has prepared the 
ayfitem of formulas by which the pecolior computations can 
be most readily effected foe the immediate application of the 
machine. The numerical compntationa which these formulas 
iuvolvo require the aid of a scicutifio asaistant, in tlie bcIco- 
tion of whom ho has bocu pceulmrly furtunate; the rcgula- 
tiOB, adjustment and correction of tlie macbiue are finally to 
be committed to this assistant. We are happy to atutc that 
a set of tables of Mars has been undertaken, and that the 
most importanl of tlicao tables, that of the true anomaly, has 
already been completed for each tenth of a day, so that we 
have before ub the first fall astronomical table which has ever 
been computed by B calcntating-machine. 

31. Cmeeii, jtrtogiata, and Taimu. — Charges of concdt, 
arrogance, and taunts against Dr. Goald may suit Mr. Olcott's 



parposo in ronaing the Trnsteea to action, but caDnot promote 
tlio cause of truth or justice, or aid them in the proper dis- 
charge of a sacred frust. This was a case, if ever, where men 
should lake the liiglicst vicn-s nf their rejponsiliiiitj" and the 
loftiest position in rfniird to fjclf-di'iiial. ilcn, who wore not 
astroiiomer.i, woio fhu Trustees ef fundi L'iveii to eiiilow a 
great Observatorj. The intereeta of astronomical science in 
the oity of Albanj, and Stat« of New York, and, in a degree, 
in the whole United States, were oonMed to them. AH per- 
Boeal feeling should have been set aside in the esectition of 
their sncred trust. At the outset they showed this beoomii^ 
modest;-, and iiu lui^ more tli^in -Mr. Oicott, who now wider- 
takes to jnii^'o Dr, Gi)n[d !n u practical astronomer, and to 
decide some of the most difficult questions. 

Writing ill November last to a momhcr of the Scienti6c 
Council, Mr.. Oicott sajs: 

"I certaiDlj was willing to cooperate wilh flielmguiehed BcienSifio mon, 
■nd ir*B prood la enlist as a Bobordinsta undai jour habnor. Jl nitftit 
asTer have been revived from the tomb of its repose, but througii vour 
inepimlion, * • • » 1 roganl our Buccesa iO ftr, ag transconuing 
our most sanguine hni^n tit llic hcjiniiing, Tho «BrTicea rendered by 
Prof. Hcnr;- au.l jdiiifr',! lii N'^iv Yml.. ['O.ilile 119 to gain a fbding 
there, and jour iil[!Tiiili,^:;Li..ji v,i-.;i liiu i-ikrjjrlBO has ^van It a ponport 
to the i»naaencD aod ri^^uiJs of ttie nation. " 

Noble sentiments — worthily expressed — contrasting as 
light and darkness with the actions (md words of the past 
week. 

Writing in October to another member of the Oonndl, Ur. 
Oicott SBJ8 ; 

" Alt we bsTC done and *» idiog is for Ameriean loienoe, and we are 
dfopoeed lo be goremed alMgether bj out SdentiBo OonneiL We Iutb 
onbonnded eonfidenee in Ibem in ereijtluDg, and we wish them to eon- 
ndar DB as an bnnible inatmrneat in llteir bands ui oanymg finwaid tins 
great onCerpnge. We bave not a personal wish, idijeot or interest in tida 
natter. We are iilUDg to sink or swim, with a Hearj, a Psiice, a 
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Baobe indBdoiild, as the onl; obooco of immorbiUung onisdveB !n tinl 

Sink or swim, witb a Heni?, a Peirce, & Baohe and a 
Oonldt 

Nov, so nmclt has temper altered tlie tone of hia mind, he 
Bajs of one of these men : " The tmtJi, in m^ judgement, liea 
in a nataholl. It is a discreet unwillingness to teat liis skill 
as a practical aatroiiomor." In Mr. Olcotfs juiiiiainent I 
Just at a time wlicn kiadneas, forbearance and strict regard 
to justice were required, the temper of the Board is inflamed 
bj sooh appeals as this, so that thej sit in stai-chamber 
judgement upon Dr. Gould. 

32. Worlc done. — The difference of longitude of the Obserr- 
atory from Now York has been determined, uaing tlic Coast 
Survey atationa for the purpose. An elaborate and valuable 
aeries of photometric observations of stars has been made. 
This is one of those instances of happy adaptation of ends to 
means that mark talent among practical men. Dr. Gonld 
selected at once a class of observations adapted to the defi- 
cient means of the Observatory, and hj training his excellent 
ybang obaervera, and employing the naked eye, the " opera 
glasses " sneered at by Mr. Olcott, and the aomet«eeker, he 
has obtained at once standard results, making over one 
thousand obserTations of magnitodes since March 10, of 
which two hundred and eleven arc upon variable atara, and 
forty-four upon stars suapected to be variable. These obser- 
vationa for m^nitnde bave involved the charting, and subse- 
qnent verification by comparison with the heavens, of a zone 
60° in breadUi, and have led to the detection of thirteen staia 
of which the mt^Eutudes differ flrom those given by. Argelan- 
der in his catalogue. This distingnished astronomer has of 
lato devoted his great abilities with especial energy to this 
class of researches, to the importance of which he was one of 
the first to urge attention. When a star is now found to dif- 
fer firom Ai^landet's fssignment of m^itnde ita variability 
is justly anapected. 
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The namerioal roaults of t!ie observations by the ilifferent 
oBBiafanla of Dr. Gould bIiow an extreme preoisiou, tlic roaolt 
of tliair i;apaei[y and or his excellent trainiiig. TliU work 
was adiiiiruljly clioacn — not only on aecount of tbo valuable 
additiDiis wliiuli it affords to practical and pliyaioal aatrou- 
omy, biitttlso as avnluablc means for training big assistants — 
to wlioni it )ias given a thorougli linowledgo of tbe actual cun- 
(igiiraliojis of 111 roe-quarters of all the stars in the Northern 
Ilemisiihero, viaiblo to llio unassisted eye. It has, at the 
same time, afforded them the best preliminary edacalion of the 
perceptive faculties, accustoming them to that delicaLe dia- 
crimiaatioQ of minlitc differences, which is at oiico so impor- 
tant and BO rare in tho astronomical obBcrrcr, And while 
Iho results attained are of fiigh value, both as reganis their 
systematic bearing and their dcgrco of precision, their attain- 
ment has collaterally fulDllod tho important purjioae of pre- 
pa.l'iug llie observers for still greater luture nsefulncas. 

]3y mi'aiia of Llicso detcrmmationa, the working list for the 
proposed cataliiguo of fixed stars down to the ClL magaitude 
inclusive, — tho work proposed fur the mcridian-circic, — has 
beea very nearly completed. 

The study of variable stars eshiblts one of the most inter- 
esting fields in stellar astronomy, and one to which the atten- 
tion of seiontiats bas only within a, few years been specially 
directed. At least two firat-claas European observatories are 
devatijig peculiar attention to this subject, to. wliich. Dr. 
Gould has dOTOted special care. 

And here we will again pay our tribute to that " soperlativo 
prcuiaion" at wliieh Sir. Olcott hns so offensively and iudia- 
ereotly aimed his sarcasm, and which is brilliantly manilbsted 
in the photometric observations which hare been made uudor 
i)r. Gould's dii'ectlDn and supervision. The agroonient 
between the observations of the aovcral aasiatanta is most 
satisfactory, and iadecd surprising. Beaidea theae observa- 
tions, which are anEcicnt to stamp with approval the "unfold- 
ing glories" of the Observatory, the transits of stars have 
6 



been regularlj observed for time, and carefuUf and E7Rtema,ti- 
callj reduced aioco the middle of April; all the ucciil tat ions 
have been observed which have been visible with the eomet- 
seckcr, and new discoveries of celestial bodies verified. Id 
the exthaii;.fcs oC ti'li'[;ra|]lii(i sijrnals for iongitude, 210 sets 
of obsei-vHtit)ii3 have been made for instrumental corrcctionB, 
23 foir pci'sor:al equation, 18'J for longitude, 169 exehanged 
with Mev York, and 47 for tliread-intermls. The latter 
brancli of the sniyect is still in progress. 

Besides these astronomical results, the raognetie intonBity, 
dip and declination Lave boon carofullj' obsorvod, giving the 
rnagnciii; ,!i>iis[aiits Tdl- Iht: (lliservaloiy. h> thuse and the 
longiludc-oliicrvalions, af^sistancc was had from tlie longitude 
field-parlies of the Coaat Survey. Wo prononiico thia a 
remarkable amount of work for tbo time and number of per- 
sons employed ; and when the unnsuallj bad weather of this 
Bpriog is considered, so that this ia actually the work of forty 
observing nights, great credit should bo conceded to Dr. 
Gould and hin assistants. The conception of the observa- 
tions wai) flood, and they have boon well e.xecutod. 

The mounting of the Scheutz caleul at leg- machine, and of 
the meridian-circle, has already been spoken of, and the 
arrangements of tho clocks and clironograplis. 

We have only to express our great gratification at the 
ohaiacter of the whole results, which shows what might be 
expected from Dr. Gould and his nssistants, it undistarbed 
by annoying and untunely visits, controversies and porse- 

an ifii an uiniiell^odica.! ami illoi^ical statement as 

that whicU passes under the name of Mr. Olcott. Wo hove 
felt that, having plunged himself into this matter, ho was 
determined to crush Dr. Gould by the extraoidinary number, 
as well as by the unmethodical chaos and vagueness of his 
oharges. If pains were taken to examine and refute all these 
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labored Btatements, the public, he hoped, would not read the 
reply. If only tbo main charges were dwelt npon, he would 
cry, " Sec there, I charged thug and so, and no notice is taken 
of tills ditii'M." Tbis presents the real and only point of 

be tncd I: iLiaaily dociimcntarj-. It ia derived chic!ly froia 
Uiu eorrtspondcucc of Sir. Olcott and Dr. Ai-msbj with Dr. 
Gould and the members of the Scientiflo Ooancil, at different 
periods since 1855; and eapecially dnce January, 1858, vhen' 
the Dew oompaot was made between the Trnatees and Soien- 
tiSc Council. This voluminous correspondence is not pub- 
lished at present, for the reason tliat it has a most important 
bearing apon certain legal questions to bo determined here- 
after. Copies of our letters and of the replies to them have 
been carefully preserved. Tlie indications of looseness and 
inaccuracy in the extracts from the records which have come 
to ow notice seem to indicate less care on the part of the 
President and Secretary. We ui^ with all eamestness that 
oar fellow citizens will look carefully into oar esamioatioD, 
passing along the by-paths throogh vhtch we have been 
obliged to follow Hr. Oloott, and not. discouraged by the 
windings and obstacles of the way. 

Thoy will find our discussions and rcsnlts to be the fol- 
lowing r 

I. We give a nnrralitn ijf (lie oslciiiiblo reasons assigned by Mr. 
Olcott and tho Tru^fpea viiiln^ wKli hicu fu; tlijjt late aflonUliius proce- 
dure figainsC Dr. Qould, ami slion' lliii earnest att(^ti>[it tiiaik hy us Lo 
ohtsin iofDrmition from tka TmatacE^ from Mr. Olciitt, ami Inim Dr. 
Gould ; and tha refnial of tlic Board and of Mr. Oloilt. to ■■iijjiily us 
this infbrmttion or to commDDicata vlth us, unlQ.^s vo uuulil, a |ire- 
lunbaiy, oonBeot lo prajndgo He oubb by oonseQting to Dr. Gould's 
ranOTtl ; the deniil of justioe to Dr. Gould by nob Bllonang him a hest- 
iug hefbre tiie Boud or an BiaminattoD by tho CoauoU ; the publication 
and iride diBsemination of uDrDooded eba^ies agunsl him bj tho Pr«m> 
daat of tha Bnrd, mth the eaaclion of a nijority of ita memheia ; oar 
[EOaaeduif to Ibe investigation by means both of oar letteia and Ihosa tt 
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Ur. OliHitt and Dr. Armsbf, and bj sach other sources of infonnBlioa m 
WBrB open to ua. In tho courso of tbis inrcstlgatioii wo bavo tcemne 
eonvineed thnt the ignoninoa of Mr. Olcott of what an Obscrvalorj 
ahould be, is flagrant, and tliat ivere deceEr^d hy bis liSgh-aou tiding 
words ae to bis triehco to make ithat iro undcistood Lj a "Nalionnl 
Observatory," a " first-class Obstrmtorj," one nbich should be equal 
to or Enrpass other instjlntiona of the kind in our country, and the like ; 
that tbe Tmetees have not the knonlodge to managa Ibo EraentiGo pact of 
such an inetitodoa, end hwe not eren judioiotie]; tniuiaged its or 
pnrrided for lli^ mfe and ntufwitor; diabiinenieat ; Ibat tiie Dujori^ 
of the Soard lias elionn a want of proper temper and disiegaird of 
Ibe rights of otheis, as nell as a irant of caro of (ha funda of tbe 
Observalorj. 

2, To diminish the labor of those ivlio will, in their Isw of jittUw, ■ 
follow us through the investigations of liieso olisrges, wo have taken out 
a numhcr of petty ones, sJioning tlicir iiioccuracy, under tho bead of 
" Loose Slaleiiienls." Mr. Oloott's disregard of precision in asserlion 
is as remarkable as Ills ODDilcmnatian of this quality in Dr. Gould, as 
applied In Ilia science, is severe. These charges we should liispoao of sa 

G. Tlio attack on Dr. Gould for bis prcci^on and eiaatncss is next 
shown in its true light, aa proving ignorance or something worse. The 
gnrely'lnade charge in regard to tho Lockport stono, used to emta an 
nntiinnded prejndice sgsingt Si. Ghrald, is disposed of a nininiujr 
stalement of the raots. 

i. Tho cbarges of injodicloua rGcoiumendations in regard to tho Ob- 
Borraloiy u« examined under tho titles of " The Ingenious Cianc," 
" Tho Dome," " The Wings of tho Building." "Tlic Chronograph and 
OloekB," "Tbe Dwelling-house," "The rcaJj toiiciirrenco in Dr. 
Gould's Bcbemes," following, almost preciEi^ly, tho confused slotenionta 
of Mr, Olcott, and finding that each and every charge is unfounded, 
and derives its only substanco from the ignotanee or ill-will of tbe 

5. Next is a full explanatioo of tbe cause of Dr. Qould's delay in 
coming to Albany, iriiteli Is made a matlsr of charge bj Mr. Olcolt, 
thon^ bo well know that the piomiBed endoinnenl, nndw wliioh tbe 
Seientiflo Conncil consanled to sdnaa liin to come, bad never been made, 
and conld not bo procnred within any modento time ; tbotigh be aba 
knew tfaat Sr. Gould's ■nit to Europe on bnainesi of the Obsenratuy 
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hsd BcceEsaiily eauseil n Inrpc noon ran latiOD of liack work pcrloining lo 
tiiQ^Coait Survey and lo tlio Clillbn C5|i5aitlmi. 

IS. The anfouiiiloil diarj;^ ngiiiisl Dr. Goul.I „f ^iijplviiig for " anoLliar 
and a rivol positjon " is disposed of from our knowledge of tlif! faots, 
nbich aro ^vea as briefly as we oould stalo them. Even lila grsut Ul- 
entB and kniralcdge, vhicb su^csUsd to ourBclvea iDdiridnidlj, and with- 
out commnnioation witii one nnolfaer, hia name as prcemiaent for s bigh 
post in anolbei institatioa, ue 'made, hj iagenione sopbistiy, to appear 
to bU diamtlit 

T. A Inief haUaj of the CDnnaotion of Dr. Peters witli Dr. Gonld 
and tie Obserratoiy is pvBa, undar the title vhioli Mr. OlcotC giias to 
it of " The SaoriGce of Di. Peters." This is a enbject whicb iro touah 
Dpan with reluctance, but upon nblcb tbo statements of Mr. Oleott, u 
far as they eoDstitate ahargcs sgunst Dr. Ooulii, impcrstively demand 
ODC uDtico, sad receiie, aecordlnglj, tbcir refutation. 

8. The subject of wasteful expenditures of Iho funds, alleged by Mr. 
Oleott, is examined and proved to contain no valid cbarge against Dr. 
Gould, howerer it niaj implicate tbo Trnslees. Upon this point we BOg- 
geat that a legal oi a logielative aiaminntioa ebould be called for by tb« 
donors. 

S. Tba diarge of kTomd and open bosfilitf to tlia TnutMs bj Sr. 
Qonld is met and disproved. 

10. For ibe garbled atatement <f Mr. Olcott in legaid to die mMting 
' of tba Sotenlifio Conndl Kitli die Trnstciea m Jounary, 1868, at vhieli 

the oompaet^ now Tiolated by the Troaiees, -sns ratified by tben, ii tnb- 
stitnted a plain statement of the relations of tba Tmateea, Direetor and 
Conneil. Certain errors are pointed tnt, wMeh Mr. Oleott enfoTeea 
morn tlian once, In the coiirse nf hig paper, in ths fbrra of adiarge of 
f:ihehoo[l ag,iinst Dr. Gould in regard to the relations of the U. S. OoaaC 
Survoy with the Duiiioy ObECrvatory. 

It sliould not be forgotten that tiie Council was not merely tlie crea- 
ture of the TniEtces, but was eaiiclioncd " at a meeting of tbe ftiends 
of tlie Observatory," und that largo donations were secured through 
the use of their names ; that, in fact, the institution was dead when the 
Oooneil agreed to snperrise it, and that it was lOTivad by tbe pledge of 
theic BnentiGo reputation! that it should be made a " uationil," a " fint- 
elsBs" Observatory. In this appointnisnt th« Eieeative Committee 
acquieEoed, and it vrns in January too lato lo alter the relation of the 
Council and TriiilJ-tji, which lus been acted upon by tlio Council and ao. 
qoioseed in by tbo Trustees for more than two years. 

11. In examining, under the head of " Money Matters," the recom- 
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tnendituiiiB of Dr. Ooald for expendltuma for tba Obacrratorj, ire find 
muoh Id praUa and nolliinE lo rnn^urn : liit the iml.l.v ^mimviinnOH of Ae 
ExMDtiTS CommittiMi iiv iiiiiiivH. iiv iiiiii-Fwm i.i> 111:1 nusiiiii 11111 1 11 iiii.ioiia. 
by Iho carelessness, iir Mniiii[riiiii! iviirsii. "i mi' .-M i a r;!! v in iiin iiuiiiinii- 
nlealions, &c., nre 1 
odligcd to furnisli ll 

lira, clearly uppcara. a bvjwiii hi nii[mMiii;.' i.oirnii iii iinvu imihi 11.1- 
BOrted lo for worrjing him into a resienation. The fucta aro aialoil, id 
mrAefeaet, in dD:ail. 

12. Tbo allBged pijmcnt of nnaathonzed demands is disposed of. 
Tbe iujidcdIe mre made bj Dr. Qould from Lib oira resources, and lie 
htB nerec tbnt Ihey bo nfiiodod. 

IS. Tbe 7017 grave abargeof '■ grDssand delibeiate lasuila ' to the 
Tmstces rceeWes a full ciaminatiaa. and a eountor charge oF unseemly 
and injudicioila raCLkllini; on tbe pan 01 mo Iriisioca 13 pttlurroil. Thoso 
rcMili tl.i: <■.! i-Ar,..,- .11 „f (lio ,n,rret]wiidsiico of Ui: Guiikl irith 
tliQ Tri|.,l,.,..-i :ii,J iVv:' I'w.kkiit and Secrolavy, Siidi a sjatcm of 

Director of a scienliae e.sIatili^^lmKnt. 

The faet is, that there appears to hme hcua a systemntic pcraocutbn 
in Email and moin ways ; such as not topljing prompllj to lottera, and 
IliUB delaying the voik of the Observatory — £br example, the not an- 
preiing, nntil Hirob, Iclters vntten in Jannair, &D. ; Ihe non-comma- 
nioation by tbe S40MU1J of Iho aeta of SieoutiTe Committee ef iiin«, 
of ivbiMi all bnt one were opposed to iha Director, not OTen a Gur ropra- 
Mutation of tbe minority of the Board bung alloired a place upon it ; 
appoindngupnasub^couimitteo of fboi lbs tbree mombeia oioBt prominent 
for bitter denunciations of Dr. Gould, and making Ibe signatnra of IwD 
oE these fuor requislLc Id give validity to any atoount ; intorferlng with 

suiting tbo Dijoclor ; vijiling iLc Obsci-vatorj at limes when the Dirco- 
lor's absence was kiioivn, and endearoring lo pick quarrels nilh Uie 
aauatauts; giving to the assistauts their views as to tbn arrange monta 
irhich the Director ought to mako ; not acting upon tbe Direclor'a 
xeaommondatkins as to Che mounting of tbe instmmonta, Sk., lit. 

The Council lepel irith indignation Iho atlaok of USt. Oleott upon 
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Iho youii'; associatos of Dr. Gould in tbo ObaerTatory. The ctorgM 
roccil uimi Mr, Olcolt liimEolf. 11 t I t 11 I d 

exeiii|ibij yiann men, and tlioulil be tuslainpd ociiiiitt lliu mtiirs and 
chargGS of 3Ir. Olcolt, by tlie citiztna of Albauv. youiiir and old. Thay 
bave been fi^rvlng moift gcociousl; and zcaloUEly. wiibout compeDEatiOD. 
for the hra of Ibeit EcicDcc, and ehould not be penniitad to be eipoeed 
to uanloii insult. They Vfero arraiencd by Iho Ijccutive Committee 
and condemned unhoud, as Dr. Gould biioEelf was attenracdB amtgDsd 
and condemned unheard by tbe Imatosa. The meera of lii. Oleott at 
diBin as "not pcobabty ont of (heir tesni," aa " patron Eunta of the 
inatllnlian," &o., aie, nnder Qw dnomEtanceB, not only aheuid, bat oat> 
ngeoDS. 

14. Dr. Gould's letter of Jlay 31st to Ihc Eicoutim Coitiniitteo, 
irliiob, aceordiiiK to Mr. Olfott, " affbrda Bufficiuot juslifioation for ter- 
minating Dr. Uould'a rebLion? with tbo institution," from ita arro- 
gance, in soli-iicc :iiJil [■( iir-- i(," Is fully viniliialed from Ibe obargea of Mr. 
Olooti. An iiiHr i; u a.i.' If '-.whnM a tasu to any impartial bibnnal 
opon tbis hUi^i; iicul lliiit i.H. Llould sball withdraw if tbia letter oon- 
tuna -wbal in cliarged by Mr. Olcott. Tha eharges of amiganee and con- 
ceit BID Hhowa (0 lis at Mr. Olcott'a door. Tlus letter is a aampla of 
many atraighlfiimatd ttppeata to the ExeentiTs Oammittea of the Baud,' 
*nd none' bat men whose temperB were eo ioflamed aa to eielta them to 
^lannieal acts, oould fail lo t03 thia. This is one of the most iriiied 
attaoka npon Jtr. Qonld in the conraa of lUi. Olaott'a paper, and the 
latter itaelf is in print to letaio it. 

15. TIiD admirable chaiactet of the elooka and chnmograpba, and 
tlio to^^imnnT whkh thoy bi^ar to Dr. Oonld's ingenni^ and neatoem of 
arr.-,n-[cm^r.:. iii o i tKueo. out in rcfntatajn of Mr. Oloott a snoec. that liiej 

pmiona !in..i w vi=irera. 

111. Iba lal.'.cinifEi ol tiia sta-temenis in regard to the largo tranait- 

ll, llio boauuful orrangamcnts of the incndiiui.cirote. whioh rsfleet 
go mnob oredit upon Or. Qonld, are briefly pointed out. Tha progNSB 
made in monntiDg it and prspaiing it for nae ia ataled. Thia inatmrnent 
ia prelminenlly Qie product of Sr. (itonld'a genini, and it is cmel that it 
should be wrested font Ida use. It atanda without a rival in tha eical- 
lenca of ita airangementB. 

18. The absurd intermeddluig of Mr. Olcott, in demuidiiig an aeeonnt 
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fiom Dr. Qonld la to bia sending tbe microBoopas of ths meridbn-dnle 

10 Sir. SpenccF far iliglil modifiralioD, ia put ia what ym oononre to be 
itt proper lif^t. It is another nai evidenee of ih« incompatilnli^ of big 

suspioionB and inilaMe temper mlh tia praitlon. 

19. The BccuEstlon of contiDued delay, of keeping the instramontB 
in their boxes, with llio absurd remarl: about " nnfalduig glones " are 
oonudorcd and lofated. 

20. Tbe preposteroos cbarge of incoinpelencf , preferred by Hr. Olooft 
Bgahut Dr. OoukI, i» next eximimd, (nd to daoida in <^ipontiDn to Hi. 
Okott. We 1^ nnreserredly, ai in diitj bound, our Dpinion of Dr. 
Oonld as a mm of Bdauce, and relate bor be ne (rained fi>r hia 'voA 
end bow he bia done it TVe Aow vhet ore Ins daune lo the respect of 
BoiBntifie men. and shov Ibet he hu abtained it. 

21. Ill regtrd to the nmuthonied gratuity of {BOO to Messrs. Fiator 
&, Mntfins. for (he meridian-oircle. we find that it was made by Dr. Qould 
ftora \ — ! 1 ed artisans, who 
had CD n I h uld have done 
thi 1 I 1 11 coat of it upon 
Dt. Gould : vet Jlr. Olcott now cndeauorB to ipuke this act of genero^j 
tlio basis of a ohotge against him. Dr. Uould liaa never asked the 
rcrfunQiiig (if (lie amount 

22. The fricolouB etory of tlie "gentleminfioni the Weat" ie briefly 
dleposed of. 

23. ^ SeianliflaCoundl.fittnperwntd knowledge ^fhe proceedings 
of the meeting of the Tmateea, at whieh they ners present in January, 
1S58, dispose of the aUempt of Mr. Olcott to show Uiat the gtateinent of 
Dr. Gould is in conflict with that of the Superintendent of tho Const 
Survey as lo tho relitions of the Dudley Obaerratory lo the Survey. 
Tho eliarpi is fully disproved. 

lii. Tho very gravo charge of peoulalion, preferred by Sfr. Olcott 
against Dr. Qould, is found not to have the beginning of a foundation, 
and the items of the account fbr telegraphic longitudes are given. This 
aborgo eonnot be characleriied by its proper name nilhout using stronger 
language than we wish to employ. We nail it to the counter as fhlee. 

^ The meltsraf the letter io Ibe AsbxaomioiilJoumal of Altoua, 

11 showiilo be apeificdy simpleDna, andtoluveinitnotthefiralelement 
of a.ebai^sgabst Dr. Qonld. 

26. We ^ve the noBons disprering die diorge tb^ prominent aattono- 
nuaa cannot eoSperata in matteia of adeiice with Dr. Gould. 
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ST. We iliDv Akt Hleetiou of the itation-pobt in S«w Toric, la 
be ODDiieiiUd irith the lon^nda Etatian st the Dadley Obiimiorf, m» 
mnde bj olbera. vho were offioiallj nispoDeiblo for the selestioa ; and 
thercfuro (hat tht charge against Dr. Gould of improper motives in mating 
tho £clcction is untruo. 

■IS. Ikviiij; inve^tijiloii the EcicntiSo concerns of Ihs institution, 
nniler Dr. (JouIiI'b directorship, onil found them liiglily coniniendflhle, 
and Ihdt an eilmordinarj progrosa has hoon nmdo, eenaidecing tho time 
tuid otlier drcamctancee, we ask aa eqnally HircUng examination into 
Ibe peonniai; a^irs ubieh have teen imdei the ehu^iof Hr. Olootl, 
that wix one may be judged in his om line. We aek thai Mr. Olootb 
Iw nqnirsd to tender an aeconnt of lus slemdiliip. 

20. We ehow that the charaeter of the llbnty redonndE great]; to the 
BiediC of Dr. Gonld, and not to big disparagement. 

SO. We ehow that tho mounting and nea at &b ealcnlaling.engine, 
whioJi tin3 been alrcudy cmplojod on aalronoinical worli, ora highly credit- 
able to Dr. Gould. 

3]. Ws are obliged again to notice the eliarge of Mr. Olcolt against 
Dr. Could, of " conceit, orrogancc and taunta." We give cstracta from 
Mr. Olcott's letters, showing his well exprcsaeil liiodcstj in former limes ; 

deprived him of his judgement on tbcse points. 

S2. We examine the ohservatians alreed j made and give high approval 
lo Dr. Qenld and liis assistaiita tac tlie leal and aUlity \n(h wbieh tfa^ 
lune been exeeated. They conmat of mora than ona Ibonund obeem- 
tioaa of the mngnitndsa of Btan, woBg Ai^lander^ oatalogoe as a 
Btandaid ; of obsemtions for liine, fljr kngitado, and others. The meg- 
netje eenstanta have also been detemuned. 

We have snmmeS op our condndoDB In the foUoiriiig pre- 
tunblee and resolutions, whioh, haTioK been commuDicaUd to 
the Tmsteea, were anawered by oat diamisaal. 

Whbbgas, The ScientiRo Oouncil have received the resola- 
tion of tJie Trustees demanding the removal of the Director; 
■whereas, tlioy find that Dr. Qoald has been condemned with- 
out being heard in bis own. defence; whereas, the Trustees 
have resisted all the attempts of the Seieutific Couneil to 
obtain for Dr. Gk>uld the opportunity of meetii^ the chargea 
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whicli havB been made arramat liim: wlieroa^. tufise oliari;e!i 
appear to be mostly fnvoi'iii^, wiiii f^^cr'iiii ni of ilie tivo 
charges ot moompelcnco and peculation : increiore. 

Resohed. Tlial tlie Soiontilic Comioil nmat aiviso the Trus- 
tees tlint their peraistence in their present coarse of remov- 
iag the Director is opposed to all the reoognized principles 
of justice, and la ntterlr nt Tariauoe wt& the s^tem of 
guardianship by which the laws of our oouutrj protect the | 
rights of ou» citizens agunst eyery form of despotism ; that ^ 
it will bo regarded as a bitter and bnrning disgrace by tite 
whole eommunitv-, and mil not fail to obstruct all fhrther 
contributiODS for the support of the Observatory. 

WsBRBAa, The Scionlific Conncil have carefully examined 
tho statement which has been transmitted to tlicm by tlie 
Secrctai-y of tlic IJoard or Tnistoe.i, aewmpaiiyiug tlic rcso- , 
lution for Ills removal; whoroas, this is llic eviJont basis 
upon whieh such removal is required; whereas, they do not 
find in this statement any reasonable fonndation for the 
serioas charges which have been node against the Director ; 
and, whereas, tlicy ha?e examined the volumlDOus documeDtarj' 
rvidriii^r- vihlr.h Dr. Qould has transmitted to them in his , 
] I I they find In this evidence the trinmphant rofnta- % 

tioii Qt all tbe charges which are mode against him; 
tlicrefore. 

Rcsohcd. That tlicy must advise the Tnutees that the 
removal of Dr. Gould would he a gross Tiolatlon of their 

obligations to him. 

Wheheas, Tliis Council have carefully examined tbe sden- 
tific progress of the Observatory, and find it in all respects 
to bo ably and judioiooaly conducted; whereas, they find that 
the lalKirs of the Director and his assistants have been 
characterised by the ntnost leal and energy ; vhereas, they 
find that no opportuni^ for astronomical observation has 
been permitted to pass nnimprored; whereas, they find in the 
character of the work which has been already done, and in 
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the unrivalled raeridian-circlc, wliicl: liaa hcr.n i-onplr^irled 
under hia direction, tlic ii;o?t iiiduuiir-JjU; pi'^^f- o:' (Im"; si'-iit- 

Ucsohcd, Tliat they ii.iist ^thi-c l'f:if Ti'ii.irf, (liu 
removal of Dr. Gould will lie aii inTiini^iiilc injiivy tu Uic 
scientific ojieralioua of tlic- Obscivatoiy. 

WHEREis, TLc Council arc persuaded tbat uudcr tlio cir- 
cnntancos of Dr. Qould'a removal so honorable and traat- 
worthj aBtronomor would be irilliDg to occup; his place, and 
take unrightcoDB poseossion of tlie Bplendid iDstrument into 
wliicli tbc su(rgcstions of Iiis genina have been incorporated 
bj its celebrated makers; therefore, 

Rcsohal, Tliat they cannot by advice or in any oiber way 
acquioBCC in his removal. 

JOSKPIl ni^NHY, 
A. D. liAOHU, 
BENJAMIN PEIRCB, 
Scienlific Conncil of Dudley Obitrvatory. 
Dddlbt Obse&tatody, Jii^y, 1858. 



APPENDIX. 



A. 

TEiB GtlknnDg b the connnnnkidioa of Ibe SeoretiTj of the Trustees, a 
eopy <i( vhich vaa addicaaed mvanOy to Fn^bwols Hanrj, Bialifl and 
Pcirco. It if a striotly amnrate oopy in oU nupeots, except lbs pnnctua- 
(inti -Mil i rdio^rnphj; difTeiiDg, bowem, a little ttoa editiona aloce 
jiuLKslicU hy die majuii^ in the newsp»peraand in pamphlst fimn ; — 
nlthough not more than Ibege 4ifik from ana anotber. 



Albini, June 20tli, 1858. 

Pboi. a. D. Bum : 

Sear air — At a meetrnj of the Tnutaea of Uie Dodlej Obmmdory 
held this dev. the Jbllowing commimicstiDa fma the President ma leed 
to ihe Gontil : after nhich the fullnninp; resolutions TSr« adopted ; — 

Geniioiiicn — A<'ret;iijio to ti:c umCTion of the Boaid, I enoloied a 
copy m III.' J I.- iiuii.,;. Ill I'll' >:ii m.-:.. i" tiio Ibtee non-Teddant memhata 
of our S..;.,.!;ik C ,i:ii. ,1. 

On iho iiiu iu;t„ t.i ' i ,i.r.i,iii^ i. miv km reoeived. wluoh U here aub- 
mitted for the ooiifiiiui'tt.iiii mi'i m Imh m iha Bootd: 

W.i-TEixaiojf, D. C.,JnnBl2, 18SS. 
De bSh— e h receipt of your Inlter 

4100? of (tic; Dudley 



Th C L r d have decmod sud. 

a lesoLution nei^essaiy. llaviiis. however, made ouiaolvcs responabla baforo 
the public for the KientlGc operahousof tie Omerratorf, end being scnsble 
of the binding eharacter of the orrangemenl between the Trustees and our. 
lelyes, we recognire the propriety of an appeal by tliB Board to us in regard 
to tbe amu^menla of the inatitatioD, anil our du^ to leo tliat they are each 
at to oondnea to dm bait iatemU of the eBtablibment, and to tbe adrance- 
ment of aatranomkal mienoe tliroa|[h ita nean<i 



n 



In ordeT tbat we ma; conuder Ihs subjecl undcntsadipglj, ne regpectTuUf 
re.iiie6t from tLa Ttuslccs a .talcnieiit of llie difficukies reK^rfad lo in lUeic 

of liie retord of tlie proeaedings of the Ejecutiva Cominltiee, and of IbB 
Truslees eIiicb tbo first of iLe praaent year. IVe would farlher rtspeclfuUy 
reijuast that the Trustees nill su^CBl Ihs new arrangements irilh tlie CousoU, 
irliicti thay irould propose for futt^re action. 

Tbe Scientific Cbuncil teld a meeting in Pliila<1e1pbia in Febniarj- last, anil 
then determined in execution of their trust to assemble again in Albany at 
socli B period during tbo Bumtner as mighl be mast suitable. Whan lbs 
onerous duties of the pnblio offices beld by the members of tbo Council are 
considered, a stronger evidence could scarcely bo furnished of Ihoir interest 
in tba institution, and their iictrrniin.il ion not to mf^'li^L-t .my p;ir( o[' their 
obliEalion to the IVuBtec tbc prnrrnrs rtcjior=. the -p-iUir. the j-nr.o-c of 
Iba country. 

As tbe peiTOd isc this mti^tjii'.' b.u iii^j:ly .in-.mi, Ihc LoMKil ivoulil aft 
that yon pnt them in po;scisiO[i ot' tlic infonu^ilioQ nhiili tliey li.ivc aikcd, at 

tbis montb, that they may receive it, if possible, before tha meatii^ in 

Very reapcclfully youis, 

A. D. BACHB, 
JOSEPH HENRF. 
Tnos. W. OlCOTT, Eso.. BENJAMIN PEIRCK 



pp B t f I t fill n 

lie olotcli Innn In bt 

our resolution toa plainlv indicaicu ibe ncccEsiiv of a ioi:il sevorunco of 
Our t«iauoas niiQ ut. uuuiu, lu imugmu uiai ints oeient^ao ueuuuii cuuiii 
enCertaiD a donlit on thig point. But thej aik &r a statatnent of the 
diffieuIUea lolerred to in tJie reiolnlion Esat to fhem. It is to roaonnb 
tome of these diffiouKics that I now addrcaa the Board, 

The commence inent of our relations witli tlie g<'nr!cirioii v'm nnu^msa 
ourScicntiec Cirantil. WM in Scjjlciuljer, IS.T!); sj.il die 1 v™i 
of a latter tD luc, from Prof. Baches il^ilcd Sei.tn„Lr. 'I'.M.. (],:■! j cir, 
mill eiplain tbo basis of our arrangements witli lliO ai=Linf;i:iilied ciBcars 
of Uie Ooaat Surrey, Pnif. Bnobo says ; 

" If tbe means to pnrchaBe a Eeliometer, mob ta is recommended b 
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promiKi], vo noTB to supplj tfae meana for puiebaaiDg a Heliometcr, esti- 
mBtedattbittinieiitSBOOO. '^^Ih tlua condition wo ptomptl; complbd. It 
me Ihonght b; Prof. Btutba, on ■ little reflention, that mora might 

b« irnnted, in ordei to obtain it aaperioc instrument. Ihia fardier sum 
was obo promised, nnd finiUv it inarwued to $14.0W. hv the 
LbenJii; of Mrs. Dudlev. Dr. Qouid o&bred lo mi fiirthwiih to Enropo to 
« re a T h C m- 



of Barom rs f 

Coming niSO anthonioU mo pureiiaso m a unmL mi ^immu ; ^luil Liim 
equipped. Dr. Goulu hiiicii lor jiuropt.ui lun !:sfmhL'<ii lul; uuscrvMurj. 
Bat in oanssqnenco ol the tima wnmh luc makers required u Gnisu iha 
Heliometor, and tha prim of U, it ms not contracted fbr ahroad. On 
Dr. Gonld'i return lie Viaited Hr. Spenocr nt OanastotB, and at a numer- 
oua and highlj rospecbtble meeting of the friends of the enterprise at 
Mrs. Duilov's. in .Tnnnarv. lSi>n. I)r, Goiilil mado n niiblio announco. 
mcnt Itiat lie hiiil nii:ir<ii:i:a iviiii. imr mii:mca cimw^imna, i. iinii'ea A. 
Spincer, , i tike 

gatbcring, il tho 

importance ii[ iiiivmr mi ;-i-'ii \- ii v m .■■■i' im- rii'juniiiilui- at 

Oxford, ana to iriiiiii;i .i .ir ■■.n.''. ■! 1 1: ..iM'ti m iiii: obscr- 

Mr. Gavit sudiir 
eailcd far I , that 

hoBCVcr ill addt- 
ticn to the St Kk af Mr. Soeacii-'i prevLm iriform^ion. aoma of the 
Barometers and TbermDmclcrti vhioh Dr. Uoujd purchased abroad, were 
nlaoed Vn Aarg» af Mr. Gaall, and were broken on (lie pasuge ; and 
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■llbodgb Sr. Qonld has lieen often epoken to on tbo anlijecl, it ii not knowa 
that anj etepa have bean taken lo lecama the losa fiom the inBoreis. 
Before and for eome timo aflor hia ictnrn iroiii Europe, Dr. Gould nuni- 
feiled the Dtmost leal, not only in proiDpt and energetic nicasuies for the 
gpeedy equipment of the ObEorvater;, but in cnijuiiTUrs to connaotm 
fltiti Now York, by fumiBhing time to the tliipping of that oitj, bj also 
giTing time to the jmblic buildings in lliis city, and the vnrions nilroodg 
that meet here, and thns odd canEidersblj to our rcrcnuo. 

Xbe iDODgnration, in August I85G, leemed to he tbe oliniax of oui 
rejidehigB, not only &om the impomg esiemonies of that occasion, but 
{com l3u> noble endovmont of @60,000 hj His. Dudley, then and tbeie 
annoanced, -nhidi gate a place on earth to one castle in lliB air. This 
annonneoment thrilled the Tsat assemblage on that ocendDti. and" was 
haded as the incentiva to feeeh hopes and mDreased eSirts. Dr. Gonld, 
our coniemplalc^ astronomer-m-cbief, was behind no one in the maaifesla- 
l I I j 1 } I M ti 0 a e t n of 

its 

1 1 tl nl I llctDoato 

asauine llic character ol otiginal eoncc^iiuns. llie Loni ran ice. encouraged 
by Buch an array of gifiod names as sponsora to liie world for Eacniifio 
progrcs?, by the eudden and large inciea»: of their ineaus. and by tbo 
Strang grounds irhicb they had for confideoee m the ability ol Dr. Gould, 
yielded a ready aaaent lo an his plana and Euggealioni. Wo (bndlyumed 
il pteinunence in all tMnga, and but loo late diBCOrel^ Ibnt Dr. Genld'B 
SUperlatiTe precidon and iraoBCondeDtal exsctnesa ui ordinary matters, are 
allied to his determination of longitude in this respect, tiiut tho eoct 
"iacreasea in a more (ban eubie ratio with tbo iltgn'ii of i)ri;ci.yiin." The 
piers must boTjuiit; of stones EO large, and eo froo fram the loa^l iuLjicrfce- 
tiona, that tbe rich quarttcg of Lutlqioil could iiol li.ini'li iciiuijitc 
supply. ( ne of tboBo fluui-f^, ivliiis!) ii'ji'ctli.ii .1-' 1, :;l..ii( SIOOO, now 
gumiebeB our grounds, a monnuicnt cl' ti'i: y i.i yi.l.j-g to esecssiyo 
partioularity. 

An ingenious machine ii:is ;il^o liivt-nlH bj Jirceiiuu^ of Dr. Gould for 
placing liic eIodcs in position, nliich the matons would iiayo done for onc- 
tliird (lie cosb of the nacliine. The dome was copied from (he great 
Imperial Observatory of UusEia, and designed for siuijile wooden shutlort, 
such as they bare there, which are eaaily mevedandeeat hot u small sum. 
Snob sbulters, boweyer, vers not sadsbetory to Dr. Gould, and irithou 
ragsid to the constcuetion of the dom^ be diieeteit Mr. Hodjpns, the 




iraa directed Dr. Gould to construct iiov ii^aaliliicry fur nponlng the 
shnttere, which might hccomo n model fur other obscrvnlorios. In tbo 
pTOgi«ss of these G0ntrivance9, a number of ohnugos und alterations nere 
made, and the irhDle coat of michiaeiy for epie^g the abutters of the 
two nings, and £>r lbs shutter and iniuiliiiieiy fhr tbo dome, ia not lass 
thin S&OOO. And bad not Sr. Oonid aimed U fomelliing b^ood the 
ma|:iiijkencs of the ropi inBtitations of Europe, the expense need not 
have eiccodcd SSOO. It fIiouM in borne in mind that the domo will 
not be Dsad until tlie lL;!io[Lii'ti>r U [iniilK'd, and that Bome three or four 
jears' interest miglit li licmi Favni by dcfi^ning this coally experiment 
until the dome ni:<;'lciL I^r. OnulJ contracted also with one iadi- 
Tidunl for Chronograpba and Clocks not immediBlcl; n&nled, coating 
nearlj 31200 — a good sliare of whieli sum I understand was lost in 
ciporimenta, directed by Dr. Gould, in the endeavor to get something 
superior to the inBtmraonls nsod bj the Combridga Observnfory, and 
adopted bj the Coaat Survey. I do net consider thcso failuroa to reflect 
in any nay injurionsly npon the artists employed. Dp. Gould has com- 
pluncd of the dnclling hoaac. He had specifications drawn uder his 
own plans in Boston, (which eost us 372,) which were so badly contrived 
that they wcie abandoned, and a now plon was drawn here, ehangiDg the 
maleiial from wood to brick without uncb iooreaang the expense. This 
now plan was enbniitted to Dr. Gould by Mr. Smith, the orehilect, and 
diacasied room roam, and ininTanfil h« him before tbo liiraiiii ivai.i 
built. Up to near the close o1 

confidence of the Trustees — nan tnoic reiniv (KiniiniTcnim i]i iiii ma 
scliemea. and the U!e of unrest ncieu nieanimir iiii ir ex<<'^iiiiiiii. j ric 
aicliileetfl, superinlendente, and ine tjritn'inin mci'iiiinici I'liiiiiuvcfi. wrro 
directed to look to Dr. Gonld, 

bava cerUSoatea from eaob and an lamn \»\rf.m\n nniiiiiiiiiNir iins miiii!- 
ment So particular and eiacung was jjr. uuuui luui. i ihl^ucbwu iub 
architects not to alkiw even a nul to be driven wilhout diieotes fiom 
Dr. Gonld. I need not add that onr ^xpensee were in Ibis way greatly 
iacteased, as men won frequeatly without work, though under pay, 
wii^ng to bear Sam Cambridge, Dr. Qonld's residence. The Oommittee 
eonld not assume datiss even when they felt competent to Uieir discharge 
without giving oSence to Dr. Gonld, and it is oidy fiom piinfiil expert- 
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MUM tlat ibij lutnted Uw iDjaiy irluoh hu nsnllad from not btKring 
the luEud of his displeasure st id earlier day. I deute to eionenla 
«U penons who hsvD pailbniied labor ti the ObBervatoiy sndsi Ik. 
QanU, moat of vhom ate veU-ltnowii naid«ntg of tiui dtj, fram sen- 
gore or aampliint &om tha CoomiUM. And I irould lay in jutioa to 
HsHis. Uodgine and B. F. Saiilb, that tha; bare mil aniluBBd dwr 
profbiaioiial repatatioo for Aill and aUIitf ; and Uiat tlu^ cumot ba 
liaM leaponaible for tho ineoiigraatiB oonttiriaoes nt Dr. Gould viaA 
tbey Here called upon to elaborate. 

The Committee diECOTenid in 1S57 na uosccDnnlafale sbatemeat of 
feal on the part of Dr. Gould — not odIj a reluotaace te come on and 
lake eharga of the Ohsarratery, but a Urange dispomtion to put off 
immnting the instnunenJs and to deli^ pngtwa in pneiaL But i«e 
gin (ha moat oharitablB eomibDcSan to flieae painfal in^BatioD^ and 
not until the ilHBi-nlii«a between Sr. Qonid and Sr. Palara oaannd 
ma tha Cemmittso fiilljawamJ.tbo ptoxJinitrin the ibaaoter of Sr. 
Qould, of seeoung accompHihmenta, viA tlie mait glaring deAela. Dr. 
Gould bad some time befine piDcnied plm^atoar eqienM bntiriAont 
our eanatian, of fire large additional biuldingB <f itrtuah the present 
Obsorratory ma te be lha nncHena. The ecat of these bnildinga would 
probably range tcom $100,000 to (200,000 under Sr. Gonld'a anper- 
rimon. And to add ngnifioaaoe to our pai^ preaent and pioqieetiTe 
ei^ienditnrea, ira firand that, nnbekmnni to na, Dr. OouM mis, pendii^ 
diMe etapendoni gcbaineB, a eandida t e &r a BnfoBoiahip of Aatcowmi; 
in another, and irtuab wider 1dm, irenid, m oaonot donh^ beeonw a 
lival intitntion. 

m eOne now to the BsiniGoe of Sr. Fetera. Sr. Peters bad pvn 
great Mlil&ctjan doting his reeidenee at the Obaerratory, nnder Dr. 
Gould. Be is B gentleman, nnassuming ttnlhfal, ptaatical snd progres- 
sive. He isnota specious, enlertaininj^pedantiatbecriit.Bboandingin 

conlrlvanccs of !i ustltEs and visiimarj ahanetnr. On the oontraiy he (i 
B I'll-.u tiibiila:' :.iiJ a?^'<j:LiiiIi^lj<j 1 asironomer, and oan ftthont irith a pro- 
fuinil j].L[id !!.:■ (iKil'iuiidw il(-p[lia of soenee. Be ms a fbreiguar, ■ 
cotnparativc tirungcr in our miilsl, with but few &ienda; and he had 
vciiturcil, too. ill -.m iiuuiblc degrto lo preBoiQa on tha libortiea of manhood 
in this thu land cf Lis adoplion. For tba eske of harmony, the Trus- 
tees of this Board ratified the decree agaioat him. and tho giFted bid 
unpretending Peten was driven bom our city. This was enacted at oar 
■"pHng last Jannaiy, os-iriuA ooonion Dr. Gould niada the utranding 

e 
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dacUratlon tbat be wu not nsponnble fin inything irblcb had been dona 
St tliD Observatoiy — tlint the improTemsnts and alleratiDna und oreelioas 
.— Itbinfc bo broadlj inolnded neatly all eipenditntea — bad been not 
only against liis nishes, but in oppiwtiiin to }iIb eiprcssed objsctiona. 
His "bed in Albany," be mid, " bad b«cti a b«d of tboins," and this is 
nid, vhaD bis frequent visits to tbe sit; bid been but repeated ovations. 
Oui hauscs, DDF purses and oar bearts, all testified to the cordialilj of 
our greetioga and lo tbe mnntii of out ngardi. But it eeema ve had 
fallen Ebort of bia eipeoted lutdMioni, and in letont liir genemig hoqit- 
.t*Utiea> ba boldly ^nond bii mm dnngs, ind ehaiged apon oUms the 
irasteful oipendituTes for wbich ba alone iras nsponsible. Let it tt 
Ttaamherid that up to this lime iA4 GaimitlM had nener uUtnd a mord 
ef ceiapUiint against Dr. Goitld, or ta exiaaudion of j^emjefoei, in 
ngard lo Ihtte watuful expatStara. They had been mida by Dr. 
Gonld, as I bavc sbonn, (ritb at leut lb« tudt atnotion of the Committee, 
and believing tbcm to bive been nude in good &icb, tbo Commitloe weia 
diEposed to bear uneonplabuDgly, tbeir full abare of all tbe responBibilitj. 
But I ask tbo Board if silence longer becomes ns. wben tbe master- 
spirit ef all lliese abortive eipcrimcnta and extravagancies attompte Co 
abield biniBcIf by imputing lie blamo (o bia more innocenl eoadjotors! 
The error of tbo Committee is in baviog given Dr. Gould an unstinted 
mesEuro of confidence, and witb whatever justice otbera might bring Ibis 
obarga againet tbo Committee, it comce moat nngrsoiously from ban. 
From ibis period may be dated tlie open and avowed bostilitj of Dr. 
' Gould. Ho baa, in oonwsatiana iritb our <utiien% and in otber Tariona 
ways, charged the Icnetees Kilb oppodng his progress, nitfaboldlng aid, 
and otberwiao baffling bu eSbrlS, and finally reached his climacteric 
iu open and designed afihmla to Boreral esteemed membcra of tbia Board. 
It niii be recollected that at tbe meeting referred (o in January last, tre 
Tore favoicd with the presence of Profs. Henry, Polrce and Bacbe — r 
and that the latter gentleman read a loiter from myaelf, stating in sub- 
stance that if Dr. Peters were to leave us, we eliouM expect Dr. Gould 
to take up his residoneo here, and that eieepllng a fen hundred dollars 
for moanCing tbe inslrmDenls, no should have no money to diaburae for 
twojeata to eonn, as we oonld net aneraodi upon ont bveited fimd of 
•S50,0a0. Fiof. Baob* made that latter the emplutie groond of bi> 
«hum for the butaOalion of Sr. Gonld hi the ptaee of Dr. Peters. Tbe 
'Tnuteei,iiiflnenaedbf comideittioni of pK>finiicli«gMd fbitbe SdantiEe 
.CMmoU, jieUei to llmv appeal. We did hope that tbtmigh the mflo- 
' aiHM of Ihen gentlemen, notirithtbauUng Ae ahuming derelepmeDlB of 
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Dr. G<ni]d'a ptmiBirities of abaiaater, that wo miglit bSU ooSporata irith 
lum — esrlatDlj If ba wonld dbw as to do so. Iq aooordiaca will (liia 
a[Tiui|eDieiit Dr. Oanld remored to Albuny in Febmoiy laet^ and toot 
possosmon of the dwelling attached to the Obsorvatoty. To eaj nothing 
of an application from Dr. Gonld in Fobraary last for a new dome, wLioh 
woald oust tercral thousand dollars, ha has, sinco liis removal here, asked, 
not for a fow hundred dollars only for mounting the instruments ai 
agreed npnn, but for mora than $3,800, with the certainty that this 
unonnt mil be greatlj inorGaBBd before the iiutronieDtii eoold ba noonted. 
Vr« b»7e DDt beoi ibla to aUov tbii entira tan, bat yn allowed ereij 
doUir «Aed ibr in >id of scientiGo purposes, and nreral handrad doltarg 
lowBTd promoting the personal comfort and convenience of Dr. Gould. 
And yet in the face of these fuct?. ho says, in a letter of May 31st, 
that be baa been obliged lo advanco from privote reoonroes, the nccce- 
sarj means for tbe operations of the Observalory, and without support 
thus far from the Trustees, despite their promise that Ibo bplance of tha 
Stole appropriation {or longitDdc-detcrmination should ho placed at hia 
disposal, jic , &c. It is here charged that tho Trustees baia rendered 
no support, that (hay have brahen their promise, and Chat Dr. Gould Is 
Mrrying on tbe operatloDB of tha Obeorvator; with hie own privBte mains. 
Dr, Gould must know the fallacy of each of ifaeBC Bttitenients. Fortn- 
niCely for the Committee Ihey passed a resolation lb*t Dr. OouM abonll 
incur no debt for the Observatory nitbont first making an ippUe^ion in 
writing, specifying particulars, and nhich the Committee tots lo pm 
upon bufuro Dr. Gould would bo authorized to act in the pramlses. If 
he has paid any demands against the Observatory, it ivaa anautborizei 
and unneeessary, and tho nraount must iove been vetj tmall indcoil, too 
■mall for either complaint or boasting. Wo hnvo, i3 bcl'iirc ft^icl, ap|ili- 
oitioDS in writing frtun Dr. Gould asking for nwr itl,HHi, in-dinl of 
only n few hundred dollars, to which lie was l>y ngretiiicnt confined. 
This docs not include SGOO advanced to Dr, Gould fur determining tha 
longitude, and S3 00 the application fur nhiohmay be claimed as wilbdraim. 
This disproves txo of the threa allegations ; indeed, all three, unless 
Dr. Qootd claims the lonsitude-approiiriation ss an iodividnal gratuity. The 
■una letter jolt leE^ned to, taui^gly Teltanles tbe ehatge that all our 
" iTulable meuu bavc bean oiHianiaKt under tha ansiuaeB of tbe former 
EtKUtlTO ConmiUee," Withcnt notitdng the many nnplusant indica- 
tions of the state of fteltng at the Obsemtoi^r, tin EieentiTe CommUlea 
(oDmposed lune of tbe S^^istees) fiilt called upon to rabnko recent 
gnn lad deliberate insnltB, ofiend b; Dr. Qonld, Ibron^ his jonthfta] 
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Dubordinates, to Ihice of our Trustees. The Ttnsfees refemd to hid, 
in vieiting the Obscrc&lorj In tlie dischargo ot their dntie% been lefnsed 
ttdmittancG, the doors oloacd in their facoa, and otherwise treatod with 
insalence, prevnricaUoa and falrebood. This Bou^ ciniHit, I kncnr, be 
■biten in iu aindiag Confidence in tbe tmlbrblneis, bDnonUa iiitaitioiii^ 
tod gentlemanly deportment of tbe lYnstees raferred hj vhomgoem' 
Ibej may be Eccretl; iBRipaoned or openlj traduced. Tbe tesoliitioits of 
tbe Committee in roklion to tbe inaolts ofifared to the Tnutee^ inw 
from Dr. Guuld the eitranrdiaei; letter before referred lo «f Ha; Slit, 
la this letlGF Br. Gould ns!;s tbe CommiKca to rescind their reFolirtjons, 
refuses to unite nith the Trustees in preparing lulca and reguletions fbr 
(dmission to the Observatory — declines to instmct hw joung men to 
heat Tisitcra nitb cirililj, and oiprossea surjiriso ot resolutions so 
improper and unjust." lie eten eulogiies as "gentlemen," at "attron- 
Muri," and as patroD Bunts of tbia institution, hia yeong assistants, not 
miB of nbom are fndnblj out of iitai "leau." TMi leUer affbri* 
■ Mijffieimtjiatlfitalien for tirmnaling Mt tw2ah'«M «n7A &it nriAuIjaii, 
nnleaa arroganee, faunlenea and eonoeit nra suited to tbe IuIb of the gen- 
demen of this Board. 

The ComiDg Clock wbleb «u Mnlmted for bjr Sr. GdhU in 1866, 
and wu to have been finished forth^rith, 1^ mm iiineeomiiBbiB delay, 
bas not jet anirad. Clodu Mem net to have been -wanted nntil 
reoenllj. The beaoljfiil dock gonoronalj giTon by Messrs. Blunt of 
New York, was not acceptable to J)r. Qonld, and he e:ipreEfed a wish 
that they would take it back and giro something else. Whereas, at (ho 
present moment, without a single iDStrument mounted, Dr. Gould baa at 
the Obsemtor; and at his dwclIing-boDae eleven clods, useicss cnly aa 
toys for the ontortainmont of bia jnvenilo companions and of visiten. TS 
all our slumbering instruments were mounted, with a full complement (f 
obserrera and compntera, we should scarcely find use for eo largo a nnm> 
berotolocika. The spleDdUd Tnntil )m been on hand twenty numfli^ 
and the flnt step baa not been taken towards naanting it, atiltoDgb tte 
.pieis have been ready, the means provided, and ttr, Qould bag been 
repeatedly reqnesteil to mount tbe instrnmentB. The nagnlficant Ufa- 
lidian Citcle hiis b>ji)n tjn licmd Btnco October lait, and notiung has been 
dona toHuiiLi iiiotiiitiiig it, except drilliug a fow bdM In the {uen until 
within tbo List week. Sume parts of It Iian been lent off Iiy Dr. Qonld 
for adjaatuicnt or alteration. Tits eoRc^ondenoe on lliia aalgeol ta 
'baiewilli mbwitted, asking Dr. Gknld wby tbia has been done wiAent 
omanltiDg the Ixataea, aa it might imp^ our dum igalnst the maken 
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in eaee Ibe imtroment woi impoibat. Dr- Qimld nomas ttis pn&nlsi 
puts cent oS, end nlaima 1117 uitlionty fbr lut doings. I ham pvui tn 
mch aatboiity. I hsie oridencs ta ahow tbat be n)iit«niil*l«d midii^ 
off other porlLonB of liie cirela Oun thow which h« tMiliimed, mi Dw. 
Bonn time before the period nhen lie etjs I aannted. Wbj this eira- 
linliea delay and studied atleinpt to omuse with triflest Why do these 
noble instronienfs remain so long in iteir boies, when ereiy BStrononieT, 
eonsciom of his own abilitj, woald pant for the anfolding glories nhich 
they ne eipaeted to rereall Tho trulli, in my judgement, lies ^in '■ 
Dnbihgll. 3 til o AWmI vawiUingntss to test hli shill ai a proclical 
aUrmmiur. 

THa oDneqioiidenae tUnloges uialhet fact, which is announeed to ma 
oSdilly, snd^t isiAithe hadsent $300 wagnlidlf to the mak«aof 
tht «itde at BarBD, nhirh ha aays he had liefbra brought to mj soliN. 
When I diacUimed all knoirledge ei the nmitlanee, and reminded lum 
that it hsd been done withont the knowledge or coDsent of tlie Tnisteee, 
and contrary to resolutions passed by thcin, ho turns round, and ummes 
tho trunsactieo as an individoal affair, and fays, instead of having lent 
the money, lie aiitlioriied tho parties to draw on him. 

Very recently a gentleman from the West called at the Obsorraloiy, 
sail na.1 plionn llio buildings and grounds, ond also a picture of the in 
new bulldlngG, plans and drawings for wliieh Dr. Gould haa had made. 
The impression made upon his mind by Dr. Ooold'a statements «ia that 
&» TniBleca bad rendered no aid or mppoit; that Dr. Qonld and hia 
tgdatanti had no ioBtnimenU bnl "opera glanei" to Mnase themseba 
with, and that tho whole a^r was a "fiulnre " and an "ainrtion." 
This ia one nf the many snd conelant Kpienntationa to the Eame tt&Bt 
whkh h:ivo ^oen onr oommandationB to the pnblio, hi oar appeals for 
fuliiTc supi^rt. But Dr. Qould plaoes himself m ^rect oppo^iion to 
his chief, Prof, liache. I imrile the Boitd to eralrast what Dr. Gonid 
aaya in tho " Enickerboohtr," over hii own mgnatate, with the letter of 
ProC Bache, of Sept. 26, 18fi5 : 

Mb. Editor; 

Dbu Sr — Uy attentiDn hat been called to a letts' In yoor paper, ilaGi^ 
tliat tha Dudley OtHnatary ia and has been fbr two years in the hands 
the United State* Coast SoFvay. UaylaA the me of your cotnnBi to s^ 
thatUiii Msmtioa is enliTely wilboqt fbondatian; and that anyoaeente*- 
tunbg BO groteaqna an idea must l>e entirely mueqiuinted with lha organi. 
ia^ of utherinititntiaD. Tho sMne sta t eme n t haa baaa made and contiy 
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dieted mora lliui once bcfon, bnt ia itUl i^rateil eo penigtenlly aa to seem 
prcmpted bj lome motire, nUch 1 am DDwUUng to ckaiacterize. 

Tbs onlj bond of offidit connectloD i> tbat Ihe Ciuisi Survey lias aadee- 
taken to deteraiine the loncilude of Ito Obscrvstorv, proTiilcd Ibe petuDiaiy 
<Mtls;i ba raat by (ho Board of Trii!lees. 

Regardin-; ihc vcrj- tsiraonlinary flaleiiicnta of your anonymo™ corre- 
^undenl rdaiivo ig mvsulf pciEonallv, I have noibing to say. Theyoonld 

' B, A. GOULD, Jb. 

Dudley OnaEnvATonT, June Olh. 

But it ia not enougli for Dr. Gould to traduoo tbe IVuslsea and 
0bnmtoi7 ti home ; uwthai letter Cram his prolifio pen ia Bont abroad 
to bo f nbliBhed and dr«a1al«d then. ThU leltei is vartby of f trllBnlar 
■ttsDdoa. Dr. tioold and bis uaialants urn parinittcd, be Baja, to devote 
tknr leimrc limo to tho ammgenienl of tbo ObEcrvotory ; not, it seeniB, 

muudoDB, as mean* of gaining a livelihood. This disclosed the fact 
wbicb rOK, for the first time, came to our knonledge, tiiat not t!io Cooat 
Snrvej, but Dr. Go;iid, indiviiluailv, poekels, io addilioQ to bis ealory, 
the very Lfii-iiinrJj;!. '.m,i:mi: fifiiii loDgituJo-deleraiiDatiDna. Tbia tml; 
solves a proljk'iii. as im and cspluins Ills past aniiatj to grasp tbo 

tegisktiro npproptialion, but it fonos no qicusb for bis publishing in 
Europe llie lilaa afEriDatiaii, tbat ire haTO not means for tbe moat neMS- 
my ezpensM. 

Letter of Dr. Qould lo tho Aatronomical Journal, pnblisbcd May 8d, 
nt Allona, Qermany : 

Alhaxt, April S, 1858. 
Tbe Coaat Surrey lias no ofBcial conneelion with tie Obaervatopy. By 
penmiuon of tlie Supetin ten dent, however, it hss been alloned tome and 
wme oT my aadstanU, lo devote our leisure time to the arran^eoieni or tbe 
OlMrvata>7, at (be lame time eontinulng as befoie our longitude-delermi- 
oatioiH far gaining a liielihood. Else, indeed, [t nonliibea diRIcu It problem 

Tbe Truitaea in the organiiotion of tliia institution aimed ot aeeuring 
for it a nstional ebaraetor, and as a means to this end, to coopcmto in 
banuonioni aodon nitli the obeervatories at Waabington, Gambridgei 
ffimnmuUi, Ann Aibor, and olbei plaeei. Bat we Snd (hat Di. OouU'b 
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11.0 origin:!! point from wlit^nc^ ilio luuslliiclo iif nil ollmr places in thia 
ODDDtry hoB been deurmino^ ; um inEicau of nsking tho Bid of ibe G«m- 
bridga Obsorinitory. equipped and in rcadiiioss ftr serrice. Dr. Gould 
tokes a poiot in Now Tori:, dstcimined from the Cambridge Obsorratii^, 
_ and ubiiih inoniuea, b; ono remove, tbo cbanooa of eiror, if oat tixe eoat 
of tbe vork. Bat Dr. Oould cannot sloop bo kw as to acknatrladge 
tbo antborlt; oF IbtS bmoJuHiDred aad respoDtabls institotion. Farbapi 
be bo9 eetuuin ever uarkoncd its doarg. ond it is but too ovidcnt tbat Dr. 



ill-concoiMj ciiJSLUncnls una watlcful as pen a itu res; hat ne liavu left 
toils a vjlunble librarv. containing 1000 volumes of choice aclcntlfio 
books; about oiyhi aeroa of TCry valuable land, tbo Observatorj building. 
«ottli 545.000 or SaO.OOO (it boa cost mucb more). We Lava tbe cal- 
odating^nj^e {am Mr. Joha S, BalbboDe, noilb S3000, tni -nrioni 
Dtber inBlnimeniB and sppualui, worlb flDOO of S2O0I). We ban a 
dwelling.bonBe irbbh eon, and tar wbidi ve bare been offered, S10,0O0; 
and wa baie, nnencroicbod upon, the endonment of Mrs. Dudley, of 

tso.ooo. 

But the issoo is boldlj, and I Itilnk oSensivel;, put b; Dr. Gonld in 
his letter of tbo 31sb Un; taat, aa to wko sluli control tbia piopertj and 
tho iffjirs of tbe Obaervatorj, and it lemiina fbr Ike Truitees to bon 
anbuiiuivel; to his eonoeit, arrogtnae and Uonls, or to vindleate thnr 
lelf-respeoC hj asserting the ligbls and preiogatiTss nhiah belong to 

I desire to state that I am inSneneed b; no feelings of personal 
nnkindoess tonarda Dr. Gonld. In our privUe inteicoarse be bad erer 
been coWeooaind genlleiunl;. I am iaBnencod onl; bj conudDrationi 
of dntj towards tbe Observatory. 

Ador a free and full discussion, the folleiving resolution, offi^red by 
Jndga Harris, vaa adopted : 

Wiereta, A conunnnieation baviog been read to tbe Boan], by lbs Freit- 
dent, in telollon la (he eziiting difficulliu with Di. Gould, therefore 
BxtilKi, That this Soanl approre oT neh camnunication, and that a 
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eopy b« trBnimitled to ths Scientific Conncil, n tapt&in of tba rienof 
lUaBoud on the labjeotB Co vhich it relatei. 

After nhlch ths fultowing prcumbles aai raaoInSotM, oSand hj Judge 
Hutii, irere adopted b; tha Boatd. 

IFIinat, A Tetolulkm ba^g Ikeq adopted ittbe laet mee&gof aii» 
Board, in nbioh, after reftning lo tbe nut of hannoii; iNbreeu Dr. Goold 
and tha memben ct ^iSt Board, it wu deolaied, a* tBe aetua of tba Board, 
diat SOCIO neir amngcnient in the affUn of Ow Obienalarr nu aliacJntelf 
naccMaiy— vhidi lanhtlDn, in jmnanoe of tie reqoeat of tbs Bond, ma 
onmnideatea to On S^tiOo Coimea hy the PMildeut lie Board ; 

And tha Scoentifio CoancQ in k leply to Uai conumuuealtoD, bearing data 
tbe lath oC June inrtant, bating reqaeated that thqr be IbnudiBd irilh a 
ttatemenl of Ibe difficniliee referred to io Ibe reiolDtioa of tlna Bnerd, wilk 
(oeb facta aa inajr bear npon tbem, and upecially s cnpj of the record of lbs 
proceeding! of tba Eiecntive Committee and of the Tnuteea since tbe Ent 
of the present jear; and 

Whertar, Tha Scientific Conncil have a;5;jqr(nl/y miaapprcheniied Ihepur- 
pose and ilirerminalina of the Boud in adopting the rcaolution to wLleh Ihty 
refer t Now, therefore, 

Rtuhtd, That Ihii Board do not recognize the right of the Seiontifio 
Connditom^Htbe action of tlua Board with refbrence to tbe matlon in 
qoeatiou, and ai a ctonplianee lAOi Iteir leqnat could only be nteful to the 
Boiantifio Conncil in determiniDg irbetber Dr. Gonld thouU longer be eon- 
lianed in the aerrice of the Observatory, irhicli this Bo»rd regard aa a quea- 
sy irilb tbe request of the Scientific Cmiii oil [a iliis Iclalf. And 

leqneated that Ibe TVnsteea noal<l suggest the new arrangeiDent conlem- 
jtead Ibeir rcaolalion ; Iheielbre, 

Btiebud, That Iba BdentiBo Ceoneil be infiimed tbat the new atnnge- 
meat coalBinplaled by tlna Board iarolvea tlia iinme^ale irilhdmwal of Dr. 
Ooold. 

RaolBtd, Also, in ym> of tbe nnpleannt telattong vhich now exiit 
between Vr, Gonld uid tbe membere of tlua Bond, tbal it i> not deeira- 
ble or expedient that be ibonld bnger continue to be n meinljer of the 
SdeoSfio Cooneil, and that bereafler he will not: be rerognized ai luch 

I bare the bonnr 10 be, W17 respecfully. 

Tour oliedient Knant, 

J. H. AKMSBY, Sec. 



DB. GOULD'S JJEITEB, OF HAT SI. 



To TOM EzxontetTB Oouiinra oi m TBmma o* ram Dimm 
Ohiktaioit' ; 

QiNTLzmi : Hie eommaiiioiitkiD of jonr SecreUr;, dated H»j 22, 
utd tnnamitting isBolDtiona which he stales to hive heea DDBDimousl; 
pascd hj the HieoatiTO ComiDittcii, bea been rocoivcd. Ic opcne Tarioua 
quratiaiis of llie bigliesli impoctanci: as rcgarda tbo future wclfnro and 
prosperity of tho Obsonstocj, nud I thereforo TCgtct lliat tlic; bud not 
been made tbo subject of discnsaioo at tba full Bond of Trastces, before 
bnog voted upon. Tbeir imprtance and bearing ue gieatsi &631 Ibe 
EiocuCiro Committee probably euppoBcd vlnn adopting thetn, and nndef 
it neceSMrj for mo lo ffieak of tliem more in detail tban nonld otherwise 

1. A- r.^^:niF. the lirsl i:FrJ'jcioD, I n-fuki ropcit vhii. has fnyjucatlj 

grounds 03 :i pbre of public rcMit is entirely incompjtiblo with tho 
proper Kicnlifiu ojieralions of the institution, Tho Scientific Council, in 
becoming sponsors for tho Observalorj before the pnblio, and pledging 
themselvsa that donations should bo applied to scicn^fic onde, conntod 
npOQ tbe support and eotiperation of the Tnutees. The; coniideied that 
ibe tODU generonsl; eontribated bj oltiuiu in di&srrait parts of lbs 
United 3Ib1«b, tmdai the goaran^ of tbo l^nrtees that tba ObserWoi? 
abould be a, national, nob a marelfloeid institution, were givan fbr tba 
adianecmcnt of astronomy, nlbar than (br pu^oaas of pabUorMraa&n, at 
even ofpiiUie education. It tnoomea mjdntj aa tbeir aeraedited or^nlo 
state to you williout reserve, thai totbtow Open tbe OlnerTatDiT-iDalocaie 
as a place of publio resort woiild be dostniatiTe of the qniet and seohu^ 
aecesaary alDie fbr study and for obserralion. So fir aa mj knowledge ex- 
tends, tbare is no Obserralory, — ceitaial; none in Europe, — irhate 
admisnontothe gnnmdaigaUowad, except by apodal perntinion fiom its 
IHiector. 

Sjatamallo obaerrationB ougbt to lie earned on Iiy day aa mil a* hj 
ni^— and Ibe observing tooinsfibDDld atwi^be left open for aome 
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tioiB proviona to tbc observation? in otclet to equaliio Ihc condition of the 

tbe onlj. ,,laco nliifre irslra-mcrWional solar o''r lunar oliiorvalions oould 
advant-iKS'iiusly be rnaiic. Tbsso cODSiderations oIodb will EBliafy joa 
tliat fbo Obscrvatorj-inclosuro cannot ho asci as a park, or opened as a 
promenade, nitliout sacrificing tbe objects for vbich an Aatrononileal 
Obsanratoiy is foonded. At pressnl, iihile Uu operatione ibr lon|^tDds 
are progrcsmng in Sm email detadied buiUiDg recwilj toeeled kt the 
pnipose, and Ibe mognelJa constaiila datenmning, ib llicj now ue, in 
Tarioua ports of tbo gnundti, tha inSax of liutars woold paraljie tbrae 
investigations ; and no couteb would remain, eioepl^ lo suspend a work 
wliicli coulil not be proporlj carried on nnflersneb adverse clraoniatancoa. 
Thot, at anj lime wbcn Bucb a step should be taken as is contcniplated 
by tills rrMi!ii:iwi, tlip aiipointniciit a .tiicdiil filT.-cr for tlif |.revtiition 

aathe ctin-ln^dNin of a fi;neB mdui:.! tiu; OI..-.Tvr..iv.i nil Hn^r ;it a suf- 
Gcient distance lo protect tlic obscrTcri frc,m di^lurbiincc, is .'elf-cvideut. 

n. To tho Bocond resolution many of tlie pi-coeding remarks wlU 
applj. Ko visiters conducting tliomsclvcs witli dceoruin ijave ever, £0 far 
as I am a«arc, failed to rccciva a kindly irelcame and ready courtesy. 
The ObuTTatory already contains in eiery part costly and delicate instm- 
msnta and i])paratiu, vbieh a IliDiigfatlliBi touch may derange, and that 
onda or ntato the lalian of meka. The aafeb^ of the iastmineDts and 
the prosecution of the work of the Observatory Tould be, in mj jodge- 
mcnt, ECrioasly endangered by making the insdtation a place of oihibiUon 
at Elated perloil.s like a niusButu or gallery of art. It ia difficnll tbr gentle- 
men, not praclienlly conversant niib tbe care of delicate instrnments, to - 
oppreeiatfl the injury lyhich may result from n easnal louob or simple 
carelessness in disarrnoging apparatus, without the least intention of doing 
injury, unil uf the fatal effect of interruptions at the moment of an obaer- ' 
vation, wliicb, if lost, can never bo recovered. So strictly is this rule 
inlbrced at the Royal Observatory of Greeoniob, that not even an assist* 
eat ia aUawed (a ilat nithont pannisdoa other puts of the Jnstitaljoa 
than thoH lo which his immsdiats Aatj ealla him. In all Eumpeiai 
ObeemloiieB of bdj magidtode lha anmandiDg gnmnds aia kept doaed, 
and A porter at the ^ts to pioteot agaiiut imaiithoriied intnuioiu 

Tbe Scianljfio Conadl have Kgniei the Obiemtory u ded lotted lo 
tbe advauMmeDt oT aKtrooomy, usA in nndeitskiiig lo eondnot^ opera- 
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Uods, hoTO relied upon the Tnisl«C3 to roraoTo any posmble impedimenta, 
rather thin to creUs tliem. Your resolution evidenllj conleni plates a 
Code of RegnlaUani (or odmission, and sucli a eodo must noccBSsrily bo 
band DpDn staled faonra and conditionB. Amid the eTer-cfaanging cii- 
oniMttuioei end nujiag kinis at nbiDh the difiaient Unda of Obssrratoij 
TToric are petTonnsd, I can asKua joa that snah legnlafioni ata not con- 
aonant with the proper perfomuncs of astronomical datica. It must bo 
lell 10 the discretion of Iho astrooomer to decide at any timo vthetfaer ha 
can or can not ho intcrraplod. And while it a one of the chief delights 
of tho true Bcionlist to be abto to eommunicato that knowledge, to the 
pnrsnit of nhieh big life is dediccled, and to do all within hia abill^ 
lowBids enluting the interest of othera in behalf of the pursuits to wUcb 
he doTOtci blmMlf, — it would he distopl to the inteitst of telence, 
Mthlen to the great enterprise in band, and at lariancc with llio ends for 
iriiiob ii» ObseiTatory was founded, lor3ctiG<x! its tiac ohjcels for any col- 
lateral purpose, however desirable. That no orgaiiiici sysleni of aainission 
to the Obierratoiy aa a Ehow could fuil to do much towards prccenting the 
snccen of the inititation, would be the unanimous verdict of asttonomcra. 
SbouM ftrther inbrmatioa on this ptnnt ho desired by ibo Esecntive 
Oommiltee, I WDCdd re^etfiilly sngeest tbat the Eoicutilic Council be 

m, Tho Esceutivo Committee direct tbo Treagurcr fo procure dupU- 

chsrge, — a fliini n:orc unrca-rjiiabio llian \ttjuKl lie lliiiMil llio Trus- 
teea of a Ho']iitnl or Asylum, tbat free access at nil times to all the 
wntds ho afforded to oaeii member of the Board, with bis friends. It is 
my duty to assure you that this claim is entircl;^ incom|iatib1e with tbe 
proper obserrations and computations of sucb an inadtation. It must, if 
perse Tercd in, entirely defeat the otjeete of the ObieiTBtoi;, by deatny- 
ing tha reqwDnbility of tbe DIreotte foe tbe Kenii^ of the pnpertj and 
for the condnet of the obsarrotlonl. Ihoae responsible for delioale, «J- 
nable and eompUoatei appamtaa, must bo invested with the eioltunre 
custody and eoidrol, finr on no other condilions is sucli responsitHli^ pos- 
mble. TbeH oonsiderattons doubtlcsa escaped tlio notice of tho Eieon- 
tire Committee, and I would tbereforo lespoclfull; ask a reconaidcratMni 
of the raaolntiDni refbred to. 

Before leaTmg thi> mbjeot, Z will take the Uber^ of reealling to yonr 
memory the poulion of tbe Sdentifle Cotuunl of the Obserratoij, and 
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tbe iHreamEUDoes under nluah tliej m endoaToring to bring it into fall 
Mtin^. When notiflAd tint all tbe aTulabla tneaiu liad been conBOmed 
under the uiBiiice* of tbs fbrmoi Breoutira Committee^ uid that the 
Obserratoiy vmild foi corns jtian be entimly doslitoto of iacome. they 
did not desert it; and the undorslgnod, being detomiined tbst no 
>dd[tiana1 «aoiiSca nci^cssarj to insure its success should bo minting on 
bis parti removed lo tliis citj, i\liero, aided by tho generous Mai of n 
oorpa of eseistanla, most of n'bom are contriljuling gratuitous labor — 
offered for tbo Bake and for Ibo love of eoionco, — ha bag been eon- 
ducting tbe preliminary oporations to tbe best of hia abilitj ; adTanoing 
tbe requisite moans from his priTofe rosoarcoe, and nitiiont aupport tbna 
far from jen, de^te the promise Ibat tbo balioee of lha Slato appropria- 
tioDfiirliMigitadBihoaldbeplaeedttlilsditposililoiraidt defi^gthB 
untvoldililo e^ienug of ewt^ng on tha Obnmioi;. Bs oUmi tb«t 
be ia Bl least entitled lo be proteetsl torn intsnnptians nbicli, if p«r- 
nilled, win jendot ble hbora tn^toy. 

The Bieontira Oomnuttee will eionie me for deelioing to comply iritb 
tboi request oenceniing instmetiong to m; assislanCs. These are gentle- 
men nbote unselfiab and gencrons devotion to science bns prompted tbom 
gratuitously to oontribulo thoir aiJ loKards carrjing on tho Dudley Ohscrr- 
fllory, ill addition to olheronercui d^ilii- ii]> umvI::, I, i,:..rii!tl i y au- liepf^nd- 

tulion. To iximmunicate euch a message nould be to offer in-ult in 
retnra for tbeir devoted 2oal; for I feel sure that tbs j have Ircalod 
every eoraer with that courtesy wbicb was compatible nilb the peribrm- 
aneo of duty. Their course deserves, in my judgement, tbe gratitude as 
well aa tbo approbation of tbe Exeonlive Committee, and I Dannot bnt 
express inj surprise at n lesolre nhieh it ii impoamble ibr me to oonalniB 
othemise than as a Mmon, and vliidi, if to eonttnied, ia entirdy 
improper and nejuat. If the Exeontiye Committee have any snppoaed 
ba«s for such an implioation, I shall be mncb indebted to Ihem for irbal^ 
ever infbrmation on tbe enbjcut they may posBuss. 

Tbe time of four of these assistants, although conCribaled by them to 
the Observatory for siuentiSo purposes, has alivay» been at the servioe of 
every viritar, whatever his slation ; and those deairuig information and in- 
stniction bavB uniformly fcund from them a tindly welcome, and a full 
explanation of all points upon whleb explanation has been aaked and could 
be given. And I may add that they have proved friends in time of need to 
an maUtnlian vrhieb, sayont KMlntioo says, " eriglnatadin tlie most genaiy 
one and dianterestuL intaBttone, and nhioli e«n onlyaoogmplisli" the 
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demgn of ilB fiiDndsn, bjeontiibating to Iba.promotMa voA odiBncemsnl 
of utionomj; and tliniBgb die podnction ntUon nmlts, not of no 
empty show — of uonnita and isGnad obiBmliaiu, not a cabinet of 
luntaed indnnnBats, vhoie efEoisnt emplajmsnt ia sKri&ed to mere db- 
pUy — t^btooming an honorable omament to Ifali anusnt dtjr, b> this 
adfaninng nitioD, and to tbe BcdcntiGo wnU, whose tjvs am now fixed 
□pon the Dudlaj Obaomtoij in hope not oniningM nth appiebendoo. 
I am, gentlemen, tctj respcctfullj, 

Your obedient aemnt, 

B. A. GOIJliD, Jb. 
DnoLEi OasmTATOST, Alban;, 1868, Haj 31. 
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